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""“Dole Would Be Decisive President
R

ROGER W WILLIAMS

Roger Williams Dole S
Flrs’r Client of Law

By IRENE H. JEPSEN
and MATT SHEPKER

The first. client Robert J. Dole
sained after joining Eric E. "Doc"

Smith in a law practice here in
1%2 was Roger W. Williams, of R.
C. Wllhdms Inc.

Actually, it was a
lawyer-client relationshi
had been the oil fiel
firm's company attorney
when he completed law schoo.
and, after becoming the county at-
tomey, continued for an additional
eight years, combining his duties in
both responsibilities.

When Williams became mayor in
1963, Dole had left for
Washington, D. C., as a congress-
man elected in 1960.

Williams continued as mayor of
Russell until his retirement in 1985.
The mutual respect between the
two men was personified when
Dole came to Russell to attend Wil-
liams' farewell reception in May
of that year.

"As mayor, I would have to go to
Washington from time to time on' "I admire Bob Dole for what he

ti;busmass Bob always was has accomplished; for what he
e peich Lt amiuniiy my e mbrainidoot
proper peo e in any 's alwa a t job in
way he couﬁ‘l " Williams said, mf ! mmjgﬂ of

At that time R. C: Williams, Inc
was the largest oil field
firm in Kansas. It employed abo
100 in four locations, Russell, Liber-
al, Oberlin and Pratt.

"A.s the attorney for our co

f: ' Williams said, "Bob Dole han—
dled all the legal roblems in his

contini
w D“’é‘i%

ROGER W. WILLIAMS and Bob Dole at the retire-
ment reception in 1985 for Williams. Williams was may-
or of Russell from 1963 until 1985. (Staff Photo)

role Dole had in Williams' life also
involved his wife, Elizabeth Wil-

former Barbara Gill of Milwaukee,
Wis.

‘mentioned fro

Beckersmdit)sDolea'geabihtyto
remember names and peop!efrom
o e

Evenbadtmhighmool,even

R e

and academics, Becker
mnembers Dole being the same

“Hewasahkeablefe]low Beck-
er mentions of his fellow classmate
from the Russell High School Class
of 1941. “Some athletes tend to get

heads, but he never did.”

Leigan, who now lives in the

G iy ity A i

ol yer

and athlete ﬂ could have gone
fessional if he wanted to.

“He was tough as nails when it
came to b ‘heads,” Lei
home in
fornia.

In regards to Dole's appearance
in high school, Becker said, “It

event.

“He (told me), 'Youmndo
aswe]laslcan, Becker “q
?Lélin&'gtc'l’o:tasweﬂashemuh,but

"Itlﬁnkhe'dmakeagood
dent,” Bedm'san‘ltiunkhe'll
more decisive than what
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913~ 483-2900
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Regsas

private practice office. Some situa-
tions were not always desirable,
" but Bob would e difficulties
with good manners and firmness.
He alway'-, had %V rapport.”

When Roger Williams was inter-
viewed about Senator Bob Dole in
1987 he said:

An added twist to the story —
Peter Williams is

1992,
January

Russell County

County Attorney.

W & now Russell
ttorney. ewaselectedm
his first term in
1993 — 50 years later, al-
most to the day, that Bob Dole, the
lawyer, began his first term as

Jones Believes Dole To Be Next President

By ALBERT LIN their respect for him by contribut- guished
Doris Kilian Jones of Russell mg momy for his medical ex- said, "He has become quite a man.
said that when she attended Rus- Fighting in Washington, D.C., all
sell Junior High School with Bob town did for their these years: That's really some-
Dole, she considered him a shy d.ld for him," thing."
man.
However, she recogmzes that
Dole matured into a capable lead-

boyﬂ: what
Jones said.

we[l,gomg' i
"Tt's really qmte an honor for
Russell"

“"Nobody starting out with him
would have t there would be

m?lﬂnnkhe'dnmheagoodpw- aBobDoleﬁ-omthssell Kansas,
dent. He has all this that would g and

He'smtmstgomgmtlmblnﬂ" m tDO really so
Commenting on
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Congratu[ations Bob and Ilizabeth [ole

DORIS KILIAN JONES

Although Jones was a classmate
of Dole's

school,shemshe
hlew%wluletbeymin
seventh and eighth grades at Rus-
‘sell Junior School. The school
+stood on the west side of the lot
tands now
§
b | thoughthewas awful
junior high school," she
Dole. ;
"That's why, when 1 see him on
television . . . I just can't believe
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