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The first. client Robert J. Dole . 
gained after joining Eric E. "Doc" .· 
Smith in a law practice here in · 
1952, was Roger W. Williams, of R. · 
C. Willlams, Inc. ,. 
· Actually, it was a continuing 
lawyer-client relationship as Dole 
had been the oil field truclqng 
firm's company attorney beginning · 
when he completed law -schoo~ 
and, after becoming the couno/ at­
torney, continued for an additional 
eight years, combining }lis duties in 
both responsibilities. • , . . 

When Williams became mayor in 
1963, Dole had left Russell f<r · 
Washington, D. C., as a congress­
man elected in 1960. · ·· 

Williams continued as mayor of 
Russell until hisretirement in 1985. 
The mutual r~t ~tw~ tbe 
two men was personifi~ wPen 
Dole came to Russell to attend Wil­
liams' farewell reception in May 
ofthat year. 

"AS mayor, I would have to go. to 
Washington from time to time on' 
city business. Bob always was 
helpful iri my getting' to see the 
proper people. He asSisted in any 
way i)j:l could," Williams .said. . . ... 
.. A-HhaHime R"C~ 'WilUmns, Inc .. 
was the largest oil field ~ 
firm in Kansas. It employed about 
100 in four locations, Russell, Liber­
al, Oberlin and Pratt. 

"As the attorney for our compa­
ny " Williams said. "Bob Dole han­
d!~ all the legal'problems in his 
private practice office .. Some situa­
tions were not always desirable, 

· but Bob would handle difficulties 
with good manners and firmnesS. 
He always had good rapport." 

When Roger Williams was inter­
viewed about Senator Bob Dole in 
HID he said: 

ROGER ·w. WILLIAMS and Bob Dole .at fhe retire­
ment reception In 1985 for Williams. Williams was may- · 
or of Russell from 1963 u~tll 1985. <Staff Photo) 

"I admire Bob Dole for· what he 
has accomplished; for what he 
st.aJD; for. . 

·"He's always does a !P'e4t job in 
anytJJing that .he. .tackleS,. .in. all of 
Jdf.1ifftMr."lfe!~ ~ Of 
the American· peOple and does his 
best to meet these Deeds. 

"He has people in miOO all the 
tiine, what "is for them, and what 
will help them." 

_ Wtlli!ims believes thooe remarks 
befit Dole today, eight years later, 
butadds: . 
. "Bob Dole is the best carxlidate 

running and would do a very · good 
jobas~. . . 

"He J5 a real fine person. People 
can trust him. 

"Bob will help the people." 
Perhap; the most monwnental 

Jones Believes D.ole To Be Next President 
.• d . • 

Although Jones Was a classmate 
of Dole's from ~ 
through hi2h sch091, she saki sbe 
knew him·Dest while they were in' 
'l':E'Venth and ~th 'grades at Rus-

' ~:~ Junior ~Ugh SchOol 'lbe school 
¥ stood on the west Side of the :lot 

where Ruppenthal ·Mi(ldle. Scbool 
stands now. · · ,. · . 

"I thought he was awfUl sby m 
junior high school,", she · said of 
Dole. . . 

"That's why, when 1 see him on 
television . . . I jmt · can't believe 
what I see." 

Jones said that although: she · 
didn't get ~ ~ wbi1e 
early in ~ tliat Dole mjgbt 
someday becOme pesident;.htfwas 
well-liked. . . 

· "He smiled.a lot," she said, "and. 
he acted real frieolly. ... . , · 

. ' "I think eYdjbudy liked Bob. io . 
When Dole was iDjured iD Wcrll 

War u and was n!tumed to the 
United States, Russ~Htes showed 
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