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“Our problems are not too “
difficult to handle. It’s just that _

: “II have come to Kansas with
-a heart to declare that

our leaders have grown too " ”
isolated from places like Topeka - __ T am a candidate for the
| § presidency of the United States.”

— embarrassed by the values.

They seem to have lost the idea

that we are, and must remain,
~ one nation under God.”

NATIVE
SON
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Emphasizing
conservative themes,
Bob Dole comes
home to Kansas to
launch his third bid
for the White House

By Tom Webb
Eagle Washington bureau

TOPEKA — Sen. Bob Dole launched his i ]
third quest for the White House on Monday o B RS ERY
Mike Hutmacher/The Wichita Eagle

by pledging allegiance to conservative values,
hoping to persuade the Republican Party's — gop gop, pole greets a cheering crowd at Topeka's . launching his third presidential bid. Joining
him Monday, from left: Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, Linda Graves, Kansas Gov. Bill Graves and Elizabeth Dole.

‘Front-loaded’ primaries no sure thing

Before:a giddy and cheering crowd, Dole
he'd cut taxes, end affirmative ac-

tion, chop federal arts programs, end federal
housing programs, abolish parole for violent
criminals, eliminate four Cabinet departments
and end the federal role in welfare. And

that's just a start, he said.

“As a young man in a small town, my
parents taught me to put my trust in God, not
government, and never to confuse the two,”
Dole told several thousand roaring Republi-
cans in Topeka's ExpoCentre,

“Let me make one fundamental belief cry-
stal clear,” he later added. “We can cut taxes
and balance the budget.”

Dole’s made-for-TV formal announcement
was accompanied by full campaign pageant-
ry: blaring bands, waving signs, peppy speech-
es and cascading balloons. Organizers hoped

By Richard L. Berke

" New York Times News Service

WASHINGTON — Popular political wis-
dom has it that by next April Fools' Day,
Republicans will have picked their nomi-
nee for president.

The idea is that with so many primaries
bunched together and scheduled earlier
than ever before, the contest. might be
like a drive through Podunk Center, Iowa:
Don't blink or you'll miss the whole thing.

But as the experts gear up for the
quickest primary race in history, they
ought to be prepared for one thing: It

Haley Barbour, the Republican national
chairman, says a swift nominating process
isllksly"butalongwayfromam

“The schedule has been compressed
and front-loaded,” Barbour said, “but that
doesn’t preclude different people from
winning different primaries.”

Most Republicans do not see it. that
way. They point to the calendar:

The first votes will be cast at the Iowa
caucuses on Feb. 12. Just 44 days later,
after the California primary, more than
70 percent of the convention delegates

* will have been selected. The rapid-fire

process, the argument goes, means that if
a candidate picks up steam by winning
the early contests, there will be no time to
stop him.

Many analysts even predict that the
whole exercise will be wrapped up by
March 12, when a cluster of Southern
states hold primaries.

“This thing will be over so quickly that
there will be candidates who are no long-
er viable but don’t know it,” said Richard
Bond, a former Republican national
chairman who is expected to advise the
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to hold the announcement on the

long-

fans. Doris Mackie of Wichita,

to a group called Gold

Star Wives — widows of servicemen

killed in World War II — remem-

bers cheering for the Ford-Dole

ticket in Russell in 1976, and then

Il:gsgresldenﬂal attempts in 1980 and

“We've stuck with him,” she said

Monday. “I'm feeling a lot more
positive about his chances.”

Added Alice Smith, a teacher
from Overland Park, “It's now or
never.”

Dole’s announcement in Topeka
was the start of a weeklong cam-

paign trip around the country that

out Monday, Dole had left for New
Hampshire, site of the nation’s first
presidential primary. '
Early polls suggest that it could
be now. By margins exceeding
to-one, Republicans favor Dole as
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might not happen that way.
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campaign of Sen. Bob Dole of Kan-
sas, “They’ll be like the proverbial
chickens with their heads cut off.”

There’s even a new name for all
this: early closure. “I'm at a loss to
find any political scientist who's ar-
guing that front-loading of the pri-
maries will produce anything but
early closure,” said Robert Loevy, a

__political science professor at Colora-

do College who is an authority on
the primary process.

Bond and many other Republi-
cans argue that Dole is in the best
position to follow George Bush's
1988 strategy: Triumph in the early
primaries and then plow through
the rest of the states.

But predicting political outcomes
has never been a safe pastime,
What if Dole falters in New Hamp-
shire, as he did in 1988? Or what if
he carries New Hampshire and then
New York, but Sen. Phil Gramm of
Texas carries that state and several
others in the South on March 12?

Or what if no front-runner
emerges among the three best-fi-
nanced candidates thus far — Dole,
Gramm and former Tennessee Gov.
Lamar Alexander — and Gov. Pete
Wilson of Californla wins his dele-
gate-rich home state on March 26?
Sen.mybe it was wishful thinking, but

DOLE'S ITINERARY

Here's Bob Dole's tentative
schedule for the rest of the
week:

Today: New York City; Co-
lumbus, Ohio; Des Moines;
Denver.

Wednesday: Denver; Dal-
las; Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

Thursday: Fort Lauder-
dale; Columbia, S.C.; Charlotte,
N.C.; Great Bend; Russell.

Friday: Russell.

can consultant, said the outcome de-
pended as much on money, and how
well that money was managed, as
on the calendar.

“If different candidates invest
their resources in different ways,”
he said, “you could get to the end of
March and have two or three candi-
dates in play.” .

A drawn-out nominating process
would defy Republican tradition.
The last time there was true down-
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