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U.S. Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., smiles as he receives applause from a crowd during a town meeting Sunday in Dover, N.H.

Dole cautious despite front:runner status

But this race a ‘much better
feel’ than in 1988, he says

By JOHN KING
Assoclated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Bob Dole has been
ahead in the New Hampshire opinion polls before,

" only to see his presidential dreams shattered by the

likes of Victoria Zachos and David Carney.

So don’t blame Dole for not taking much stock
in early polls, except to joke he wishes New

. Hampshire's primary were today mmbolesaidatahlewmmhﬂe

year from now. Or for making sure Zachosand
Carney are on his side this time around,

The Senate majority leader and putative front-
runner for the GOP presidential nomination
made his campaign debut this weekend with a
circuit of town hall meetings across New
Hampshire, including four on Monday. Along the
way, he served notice that he would not be out-
worked here in 1996, as he was in 1988 by then-
Vice President George Bush.

And he said he planned to refrain, at least for
now, from getting drawn into a daily war of
words with Texas Sen. Phil Gramm or other
rivals, preferring instead the kinder, gentler
demeanor of a confident front-runner.

Dole's cushion — thre¢ weekend polls showed
him with a 30-percentage point lead here — is
unlikely to be so comfortable after his rivals
have had more time to introduce themselves and
the campaign becomes serious, But as Dole
launched his third White House bid he said it
had a “much better feel” than the last one.

“It certainly is easier to bring people into the
organization now,” the Kansas senator said.

Throughout his Senate career, Dole has earned

tion as a loyal soldier to Republican presi-
dents and a shrewd legislative tactician. But, as

The race for 1996

was the case in 1988, critics and even some sup-
porters question whether he has what Bush used
to call “the vision thing,” a compelling message
that captures the imagination of voters.

But Dole is hoping that when comparisons are
made with President Clinton, or his less experi-
enced GOP rivals, he will win voter loyalty for a
simpler reason.

“I want to be your president for the right rea-
son — because I can provide the leadership
America needs now and into the next century,”

Sunday night. He is also banking on the loyalty
of GOP primary voters, including many who
opposed him in years past.

“I've been tested,” Dole said in the interview.
“I've provided leadership. I am not a lone ranger.
I am in every battle for this party and have been
a consistent leader.”

So far, it's an appeal that is winning Dole
important early converts.

Carney, for example, helped orchestrate
Bush'’s 1988 win here but is now a senior Dole
adviser and urging fellow Bush loyalists like
Zachos to join him.

“He has been there for us back to Nixon,” Zachos
said of Dole. “I really think he has earned it.”

Dole’s three-day foray here was designed to
“freeze that early support that is out there and get
these folks involved and invested in the effort,” said
William Lacy, Dole deputy campaign chairman.

It was on the night of his 1988 New Hampshire
loss that Dole told a TV interviewer he had this
caustic message for Bush: “Tell him to stop lying
about my record.” Bush went on to crush Dole in
the Southern ies.

This time, Dole says he will choose his words
more carefully. Still, it appears inevitable that he
and Gramm are headed for a few confrontations,

Gramm is fond, for exampleé, of noting that he
opposed the 1990 budget deal and its tax increases,
a package Dole supported after helping the Bush
administration negotiate it with congressional
Democrats. Gramm was part of the budget negoti-
ating team, but voted against the final product.

“He insisted that he be invited and helped
make the decisions up to the end, and then he
jumped overboard,” Dole said of Gramm in the
interview. “Maybe that is the way to get ahead.”

In the short term, Dole's biggest challenge is
to keep the GOP agenda moving through
Congress. As majority leader, he knows a good
.dgalofmeblamewillfallonhhmfma}or‘:et?ms

GOP dinner.... .....fail — one reason he is
“pushing for a Senate vote on the balanced budget -

amendment to the Constitution,. .
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Senate to move as quickly as the House, because of
rules allowing unlimited amendments and debate.

“It’s like watching grass grow or paint dry in
the United States Senate,” Dole says.

At 71, Dole also confronts inevitable questions
about his age. When the subject came up at his
first town hall meeting, Dole cracked a few jokes
but then urged anyone with doubts to follow him
around for a day.

After his 1988 loss, Dole said he thought he
would never get another chance. But now he says
he concluded, “Maybe there was still one more
mission, one more call to serve America, maybe
just one more effort in this generation.”

One thing about Dole hasn't changed: He has
a joke or three for every audience.

Looking back on the 1994 elections, Dole told a
Keene audience, “ﬂwysay&wassuchalmﬂ
slide even the dead people in Chicago were vot-

Republican.”
And he said he wanted to bring along his wife,
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campaign with him, “but if she saw a crowd like
this she’d want to hold a blood drive.”
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Alexander, Washington, D.C., journalist,
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Men.” The book, published in the early
1970s, exposed President Richard M. Nix-
on’s involvement in Watergate. Alexand-
er spent Thursday in Russell interviewing
Dole’s sisters and friends,
formation for a book that Woodward will
publish in 1996 about all the presidential
candidates in that year’s national elec-
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