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of the local chamber of com-
merce, keeps a list of Dole ac-
quaintances handy as sources for
reporters and others who call.

She has been on the job six
months. "

“I'm just too inept,” Cadoret
said of her lack of experience
with Dole happenings. “I do the
background.”

Even the chamber director
- can’t help dreaming, though.

Abilene, about 100 miles to thel

east on Interstate 70, has the
Eisenhower Library.

If Dole decides to run ...

If he wins ...

If a library is built in Russell ...

“If we had two presidential li-
braries in Kansas, that would

“mean a lot to the state. I'm kind
of looking forward to it if he does
run,” Cadoret said.

" For others, a presidential cam-
paign would be nothing new.

** This would be Dole's third try
for the White House. He ran an
underdog campaign in 1980.

* Eight years later, the man from
Russell was a serious contender

'for the prize, but fell to then-Vice
President ‘George Bush in the
snows and bitter cold of the New
Hampshire primary.

Both efforts started in Russell
‘near the drug store where Dole
worked as a teen-ager. The busi-
ness has since closed.

Banker and Russ Townsley, a

A photograph of Dole, his wife, Elizabeth, and former President Ronald Reagan decorates an end
table in the Dole home in Russell. ; .-

The home, which now belongs te
Bob Dole, is filled with family
photographs, including a picture
of Dole’s grandfather at an old-
time rabbit hunt. Others show
Dole with Nixon, Reagan and
other political friends.

Fun times at home

More than a year. ago, about
the time his only brother, Ken-
neth, died, Bob Dole was home
often, his sisters said. ;

. “I think Bob can come here

and get tranquility and strength,” .
elson said.

Gloria N

The family goes all out during
those times. There is usually a
dinner with his favorite dishes:
fried chicken, homemade ice
cream, brownies and potato sal-
ad without onions.

pared for his leadership role in
the Senate, trips to Russell have

been infrequent. The family"

Friends and family, many of
whom have campaigned for Dole
in the past, worry about the de-
mands of a presidential race.
And, for some, age is a factor, al-
though Norma Jean Steele said
she never thinks of age when she
looks at her brother.

“He’ll keep going until the job
gets done,” Nelson said. “That
comes from our mother and fa-
ther. They could accomplish so
much,”

Roputl’tlon disputed

Banker said the coffee crowd
talks about Dole’s qualities when

the conversation turns to a possi-

ble presidential run.
“His capabilities, his intelli-
gence, his energy are not ques-

* - tioned,” he said.
In recent months, as Dole pre-

Neither is Dole’s compassion
for the less fortunate, e his

years as being fie
Part'of that image d
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Bob Dole’s brother-in-law Larry Nelson (left), sister Gloria Nelson (reflected in nﬂmr)andgister Norma Jean Steele discuss Dole’s life in his RusseH home.

Dole has special relationship with Russell

raising the millions of dollars he will
need for a campaign. .

For citizens in Russell, the town
that has supported its favorite son
through his successes and disappoint-
ments, the push toward a formal an-
nouncement has already begun.

Nelson and Dole’s other sister, Nor-

By LINDA MOWERY-DENNING
The Salina Journal :
USSELL — Dean Banker hears
.question more and more.
“Will he run?” ask the sales repre-
sentatives and others who stop by RUSSELL. KANSAS
Banker’'s decades-old department iy — t
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store on Russell’s main street. | =

Banker doesn’t have an answer.
Neither do Bob Dole's other friends in
Russell. Nor his family. '

“We're just like everybody else.
We're waiting to get the word,” said
his sister, Gloria Nelson. :

This month, the 7l1-year-old Dole
announced the formation of a cam-

national reputation over the
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attorney and a very good one. In
this case, his client was the pres-
ident and the Republican party
and he was doing what any good
attorney would do for his client.”

An honest man

Townsley describes Dole as an
honest man who has set tremen-
dous goals for himself, The for-
mer newspaperman has covered
the senator since Dole was Rus-
sell County attorney and “I have
yet to find any sign of corruption
or favoritism.

“It’s an oxymoron to talk about
an honest politician, but that’s
what he is.”

for, years. Now, people outside
Russell have started to listen,
Several days ago, Banker said,

. : 5" ved at-
Ells on their way to

paign committee to determine
whether he should seek the presiden-
cy in 1996. The Senate majority
leader described it as an exploratory
committee and added, “I haven’t yet

officially thrown my hat in the ring.”
He has promised a decision by late
March or early-April.
However, the committee allows
Dole to start the enormous task of

ma Jean Steele, have given several
interviews, including one over the
telephone with a reporter from Cana-
da. And down the street from
Banker's Department Store, Susan
NeuPoth Cadoret, executive director

'See DOLE, Page 10
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