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President Clinton accepted a
!*share of the responsibility”
Wednesday for the debacle.

Chastened
Clinton calls
for meeting
at ‘center’

By DOUGLAS JEHL

The New York Times

' ASHINGTON — Even as
) i President Clinton reached
out a hand to victorious

Republicans Wednesday, the White
House was casting about for ways to
govern that wouldn't require con-
gressional cooperation.

Looking somewhat chastened and
sounding conciliatory at a White
House news conference, President
Clinton accepted his share of respon-
sibility for the devastating defeats
suffered by Democrats in Congress,
and he said he would try to seek
common ground with Republicans on
issues like welfare reform.

But while congratulating Sen. Bob
Dole of Kansas, who is almost cer-
tain to be the new majority leader,
and Rep. Newt Gingrich of Georgia,
the apparent next Speaker of the
House, Clinton also warned that his
political rivals must now do their
part to help him govern.

“We were held accountable yester-
day,” Clinton said of Democrats in the
White House and Congress. He said
Republicans would now have “a larg-
er responsibility for acting in the best
interest of America.” He called on
them *‘to join me in the center of the
public debate where the best ideas for
the next generation of American prog-
ress must come."

But the mood at the White House
was grim as Clinton's advisers tried
to grapple with the enormity of the
defeat. With both houses of Congress
soon to be in hostile hands, advisers
to Clinton said Wednesday he recog-
nized that much of his legislative
agenda might be doomed.
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The aides also spoke with appre-
hension about the likelihood that Re-
publicans led by Sen. Alfonse M,
D’Amato of New York would intensi-
fy a congressional inquiry into the
Whitewater affair to.make it a per-
manent distraction. D'Amato is in
line to be the new chairman of the
Senate Banking Committee.

-In painting a picture of the second
half of Clinton’s term, these advisers
sdid he had concluded it would be
pointless to wage a confrontation
with Capitol Hill across a broad
front. They said he would aim to
strike accords with Republicans on
measures that have bipartisan sup-
port, like an effort to overhaul the
welfare system.

“But the president now expects on-
ly-modest changes in the health-care
system, they said, and has little
nce of winning backing for the

domestic spending he has por-
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Roberts poised to
' become cream of the
crop on ag committee

Agriculture (

City. The next GOP chairman of the Agricul-
ture Committee is expected to come from 655
miles away — Dodge City.
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With Republicans sweeping to victory na-
tionwide Tuesday, Rep. Pat Roberts, R-Kan.,
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Republican to lead the committee since Rep.

Clifford Hope Sr., R-Kan., chaired the panel

in the 1950s. Hope hailéd from Garden City.

“The last was from Garden City and the

next is from Dodge City,” said Roberts, who
as

currently serves as ranking minority mem-
* ber of the panel. *I said to Cliff Hope Jr. that

I feel like the dog who caught the bus. What
‘Thursday moming, Roberts already
been on two telephone conference calls with

See ROBERTS Page 3

GOP leadership may clash
at keeping common voice

By SARA FRITZ
Los Angeles Times

ASHINGTON — While Tuesday’s election re-

sults decreed that the House and Senate will

be controlled by the Republican party next
year, there is still no guarantee the leadership of the
104th Congress will speak with a single voice.

Indeed, the new governing majority on Capitol Hill is
every bit as diverse and unpredictable as the Democrat-
ic regime it will supplant. And nowhere is that as that
diversity so obvious as in the personalities of the two
men who will lead the new majority: Newt Gingrich, the
future House
Speaker, and
Bob Dole, the
likely Senate
majority leader.

Gingrich, 51,
the conservative
firebrand who
has been cred-
ited as the mas-
termind of the
GOP’'s monu-
mental election
victory in Con-
gress, is the
quintessential
“New Republi-
can.” As a 'long-
time back
bencher and a
member of a
largely power-
less minority, he
has built his ca-
reer on ideologi-
cal bombast —
savagely attack-
ing opponents and challenging the staid, time-honored
traditions of Congress.

Dole is the product of another era.

A disabled World War II veteran, Dole, 71, has previ-
ously served as a leader and master legislator, both in
the majority and the minority in the Senate, and has
also had the experience of running for president.

While his dark wit makes him every bit adept at
attacking his opponents as Gingrich, Dole nevertheless
possesses a pragmatic statesmanship and takes pride in
passing legislation.

The fault line that divides Gingrich and Dole is not
the same as the one that frequently separates mod-
erates and conservatives in the Republican party at
large. While Dole was once viewed as a GOP moderate,
his willingness to challenge Clinton’s policies at every
turn over the past two years have left no doubt about
his conservative credentials.

Some say Dole has been influenced in recent years by
the Gingrich school of politics. Dole — like Gingrich —
long ago rejected the genteel country club-style of Re-
publicanism adhered to by their predecessors, such as

Sen. Bob Dole

Pragmatic statesman

retiring House Minority Leader Bob Michél of Illineis. -

. Yet when it comes to leading the new Republican
majority in Congress, many GOP congressional insiders
fear that Gingrich and Dole may be like oil and water
— constantly at odds over the style and direction of
their party. |

It is no secret on Capitol Hill that Gingrich and Dole
have never seen eye-to-eye on much of anything. Back

in the 1980s when Dole still served on the Senate

Finance Committee, Gingrich won the senator’s ever-
lasting enmity by referring to him as the “tax collector
for the welfare state.”

In advance of Tuesday's election, the two Republican
leaders sought to bury the hatchet. But their differences
were so great that Rutgers political scientist Ross K.
Baker described the meetings between them as “the
equivalent of the Oslo meeting between the Palestinians
and the Israelis,” which eventually led to the peace
accord signed last year.

On top of their persopal and political differences,
political analysts note Dole and Gingrich will be leading
remarkably different Republican armies into battle

against the Clinton administration.

After four decades in the minority, Gingrich's House
Republicans are certain to be pliant and ready to follow
the dictates of the speaker. Gingrich has already made
it clear to his caucus that he expects every member to
read from the script that he will draft for them.

Dole's Senate Republicans, on the other hand, are
harder to command. The variety of strong personalities
includes such relics of a bygone era as Sen. Strom
Thurmond, R-S.C., who is soon to be 92; such courtly,
well-bred Re-
publicans as Sen.
John Chaffee,
R-R.I.,, and a
growing cadre of
former House
members who
have been influ-
enced by Gin-
grich's desire for
confrontation,
led by Sen. Trent .
Lott, R-Miss.

While Dole
still must satisfy -
the older, more
traditional Re-
publicans in his
caucus, he also
must placate the
yotiniger conser-.
vatives to stave
off a possible
challenge by
Lott for the ma-
jority
job.

In addition, there is the matter of Dole's presidential
ambitions.

While Gingrich has finally achieved the job to which
he has long aspired, the speakership, Dole’s aides say he
has never gotten aver the disappointment of losing the
GOP presidential nomination to George Bush in 1988.

If Dole decides to seek the 1996 Republican presiden-
tial nomination, as expected, it will instantly put him at
odds with other GOP contenders, including Sen. Phil.
Gramm, R-Texas, a former House member with politi-
cal instincts akin to that of Gingrich.

Republicans predict such a move on Dole’s part would
only exacerbate a Dole-Gingrich tug-of-war.

For his part, Dole is said by close associates to view
Gingrich as a politician with little or no appreciation
for the art of legislating by compromise. While Dole's
fingerprints have been on virtually every major piece of

Rep. Newt Gingrich
Conservative firebrand

leader’s

_legislation enacted in the last decade — including tax

reform, immigration law and farm bills — Gingrich has
no major legislative achievements on his resume.

A former history professor, Gingrich ran for the
House twice from Georgia before being elected in 1978.
From the start of his career in Congress, he made it
clear he was more interested in achieving a GOP ma-
jority than passing any particular laws.

Gingriclv's strategy, which ultimately succeeded, was to
challenge the Democratic majority at everything, large
and small. His cadre of followers, known as the Conserva-
tive Opportunity Society, quickly became a focal point for
newly elected Republicans who dreamed of being in the
majority. It was this group that propelled Gingrich into the
leadership in record time.

By contrast, Dole's political career has been more
traditional. ; : .

He was elected to the Senate in 1968 after eight years in
the House. President Richard M. Nixon appointed him in
1971 to head the Republican National Committee, and he
ran for vice president as President Gerald Ford's running
mate in-1976.

In Gingrich’s eyes, Dole represents the establishment
views that have often prevented the GOP from having
wider popular appeal. Just recently, however, he allowed
that Dole’s political views had matured lately in response
to pressure from younger conservatives.

Friday, Dole and Gingrich will meet for the first time
since the election in an effort to forge a working
relationship. So far, both of them are pledging cooperation.

lieve me, we'll be-
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Dole: Vote was anti-Democrat, not anti-incumbent

By MATT TRUELL

said on thé front:

Republican Victory Tour.” The back of the

“Bob Dole'’s

Dole said he did not see an anti-incum-
message in Tuesday's voting, :
~“We didn't lose a single Republican sena-
tor, House member. or governor,” Dole said
during a news conference at Topeka’s
Forbes Field. “So it wasn't anti-incumbency,
but I think it was a strong message.”
He said Americans® want to give
Republicans a chance Lo govern. 3
“If we don't do any better, out we go,” he

‘the Republican successes in part to. Dole’s
extensive travels . throughput the nation,
campaigning for Republican candidates.

“I think we have a powerful message from
the American people that they think govern-
ment is too big and spends too much,”
Meyers said. “They would like us to address
the problem of deficit reduction.”

Dole said he believes he'll be able to get
along with U.S. Rep. Newt Gingrich, a

Déle, top Republicans
gather to celebrate

election victories
' By Mike Shields
Harris News Service

FORBES FIELD — A tornado — but not
much else - could have blown the exultant

ek

- Bob Dole, soon to be U.S. Senate majority
leader; arrived ‘on a large, private jet, wing
number N27CD; at about 9:40 am. It was
part of a national victory lap for the Russell
i that included a next stop in Iowa, that

vﬁm presidential election state.

In the closing weeks of a campaign that

resulted in a national Republican sweep that
solidly echoed in Kansas, Dole kept a gruel-
ing travel schedule. He seemed to sturp for
gRepublican candidates in two places at

bloom off the Republican victory fest at once. He was with Virginia’s Oliver North

south Topeka’s industrial-park air terminal
Thursday morning. At the meeting was near-
Umevety GOP notable whom Kansas can
m :

one day and California’s Michael Huffington
the next. '

. See GOP, Page 10
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Continued from Page 1
Already waiting at the terminal
Thursday to celebrate what a T-
shirt proclaimed as “Bob Dole's
National Victory Tour” were Sen.
Nancy Kassebaum and Third Dis-
trict Congresswoman Jan Meyers.

All the Kansas GOP gonna-bes

were there, too: Gov. Bill Graves,
Lt. Gov. Sheila Frahm, Attorney
\General Carla Stovall, Secretary of
State Ron Thornburgh, and Con-
gressmen Todd Tiahrt and Sam
Brownback. (Brownback was wear-
ing "cowboy boots and‘a business
suit, apparently adopting the
trademark of Jim Slattery, the
Democrat he will succeed in Con-
gress.)

Moments after Dole swept into
the terminal, expectant news re-
porters were asked to leave a glass-
walled conference room where the
Republican leaders surrounded two
collapsible banquet tables that had
been pushed together lengthwise.
They sat and sipped coffee or or-
ange juice from plastic cups and
munched doughnuts and congratu-
Iatulld ol:'le al;}other. * Gloatmeal”
wou ave been the appropri
breakfast food. pp ‘opnate

Dole sat in the center directly
across the table from Graves, Kas-
sebaum to his left and Tiahrt to his
right. Graves had Frahm at his
right and Brownback to his left.

“And so on arotind the table with
places also for the Republican
losers, Insurance Commissioner
Ron Todd and treasurer candidate
Randy Duncan. Also at the table
were state Senate President Bud
Bu::ke and the state's two GOP
national committee members, Jack
Ranson of Wichita and Mary Alice
Lairof Piqua.

First District Congressman Pat
Roberts. was the only one absent.
He was in Washington preparing to

become chairman of the House Ag-
riculture Committee.

Later, the leaders crossed the
hall to anothet glass-encased con-
ference room with a view of the
tarmac and Dole's airplane. A
podium with a “Graves for Gov-

. ernor” banner and two flags behind

it was the focusing target for the
TV cameramen.

Governor-Elect Graves in-
troduced Majority Leader-Elect
Dole, who introduced Kassebaum,
soon to be chairman of the Senate
Labor’ Committee, replacing Sen.
Ted Kennedy, and so on untilFallk-.
the elected officials had been ac-
knowledged.

Dole said the election, which will

put Republicans in control of both
l:_hamhers of Congress for the first
time since 1954, was a “powerful
n}es"sage from the American peo-
ple.

“We didn't lose a single in-

—cumbent," he said of the congres-

sional races. “But if we don't do

better, out we go." i
Dole ducked a question about

what Republican - proposals the

| public can expect to see soon de-

bated in Congress.

angresswoman Meyers, after
leaving the podium, said the GOP
Contract with America promises
that the presidential line-item veto
and a constitutional amendment
requiring-a balanced federal budget
will be taken up within the first 100
days of a Republican Congress.
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