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Med center dedlcatlon
heals tvwster wound

and leaving the base hospital a pile
of rubble.

On Thursday, the rubble was long
gone, replaced by a $17 million,
state-of-the-art “super clinic” — a
symbol of McConnell’s recovery,

“Three years ago,’a much differ-

ent medical facility stood on this

very same site,” said Brig. Gen.
Charles Coolidge Jr., commander of
McConnell’s 22nd Air - Refueling
Wing, during a dedication ceremony

“Many people aided in

Thursday.
the rebuilding of McConnell Air-

Force Base, and today ... McCon-
nell is well on the road to being
whole again.”

The 90,000square-foot medical
center marks the end of a tenuous

‘era for doctors, nurses and patients.

footh:tuimcllnlcoutofuprefab'

Some hospital officials in the au-
dience Thursday wore buttons that
pictured an ambulance in-

swirling :
side a tornado. The caption: “384th |

of us will be sorry to see it go.”
Sen. Bob Dole and Rep. Dan
Glickman, who toured McConnell
the day after the 1991 tornado, at-
tended the dedication ceremony and
e people of McCon-
nell for their hard work in mbuﬂd
ing the base,
“You look back on it, and ymi

stand here today, and you see the |

Base, ]
worth it,”
nell is going to be here for a long
time."” .
The center — categorized by the

Air Force as a “super clinic” be-

treatment rooms, and it has the new
smell of disinfectant and rmh-laid
carpet.

“What do I think of it?” said Char-
lotte Risinger, a clinic secretary
who attended the t:}ﬁlgaﬂon. “Well,
after three years, S0 excl
We just love it.” s

And this hospital has one 'more
thing that the old one didn't: a torna-
do shelter.,

hope McCon- ||’

|

By Tom Webb

ﬂutchinson News
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Donatlon

no big deal,
Dole says

By Suzanne Perez Tobias

The Wichita Eagle

Sen. Bob Dole said Thursday that
he “didn't see anything that big”
about donating $10,000 to a legal
defense fund for Oregon Sen. Bob
Packwood, and that he probably
should have done so sooner, .

“Here’s a ‘man who hasn't been
found guilty by anybody, and he’s
got to go out and hire a bunch of
lawyers, and that takes money,”
said Dole, who responded to a qués-
tion about the donation during a
news conference at McConnell Air
Force Base,

“He has not had a hearing. He's
entitted to a hearing, like any
R b e e

e e can re-
sent himself.” rep

Packwood, 61, is accused of Sex- |
ually harassing 28 female employ- |
ees. lobbyists and campaign work-

Among the allegations are

m“""‘“""aé’“ et o

vances U groping,

deep kissing and trying to undress
women,

Packwood’s supporters have con-
tributed more than $300,000 to his
legal fund. Dole’s $10,000 contribu-
tion — among the largest Packwood
has received — was made Feb. 22
by Campaign America, Dole’s per-
sonal - political action committee;
which he uses to support Republi-
cans around the country.

“All I did was what I should have
been doing as a Republican leader,”
Dole said Thursday. “I want to keep
Republicans in the Senate,

“What is somebody in public of-
fice supposed to do?” Dole added.
“You can't accept free representa-
tion' because that wouldn't be ethi-
ﬁal. so you have to pay for it some-
ow.”

As for his personal contribution,
Dole said: “Personally, I didn’t see
anything that big about it. But I'm
happy it was noted.”
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1 Clinton
moved by
Dole’s talk

Senator praised for
speech on disabled

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Clin-
ton paid a surprise visit Thursday to
a Republican nemesis, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Bob Dole, to praise the
senator for his “‘personal courage’’ in
fighting for disabled people.

The, - president’s
visit followed
Dole’s Senate floor
speech on the
status of the dis-
abled in America,
delivered on the
49th anniversary
of the senator's
severe wounding ‘- Dole
in the waning days of World War II. It
marked the 25th anniversary of
| Dole's first floor speech, also on

people with disabilities,

“It was one of those magic mo-
ments in the history of the Congress,
which reminds us all, for all our
differences, there is a common core
that unites us when we are all at our
best,” said Clinton, noting he had
read the original speech.

The president spoke briefly at a
luncheon in Dole’s office to mark the
occasion and note Dole's role in the
passage of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, which promotes equal
opportunity for the disabled.

Among the 45 people in attendance
were Senate Majority Leader George
Mitchell and several other senators,

Dole’s wife, Red Cross chief Eliza-
beth Dole, and Tony Coelho, the
former Democratic congressman
from California who now heads the

President’s Committee on Employ-

ment of People with Disabilities.

Coelho arranged the president’s vis-

it.

"“Today was a great day not just for
| Bob Dole but for the United States,”

' Clinton said.

As an Army lieutenant in Italy,
Dole’s . shoulder was shattered by
machine-gun fire on April 14, 1945. He
spent three years in and out of hospi-
tals and now has little use of his right
arm.

Dole, R-Kan., told the president
that improving opportunities for the
disabled “is one area where there’s
been no politics, no partisanship.”

Clinton said he hoped the two par-
ties would come together similarly
on health care ref

Dole has bee

Dole continues to attack health-care plan

By Ray Hemman
The Hutchinson News
While President Clinton's
healthcare reform plan cannot
get a maJorlty Z
of Democrats”
to support -it,
there are sev-
eral issues on
which agree-
ment will be
made, said Sen.
Bob Dole, R-
Kan., during a
telephone .
press confer- Dole
ence Friday with Kansas jour-
nalists.
Congress will begm legislative
work on the nation's health care

won't pass Clinton’s package as
proposed.
“I think President Clinton has a

bad product, and he's doing the
best job he can to sell it,” the
Senate minority leader said. “It's
not going to work. Congress can
maybe not fix it, but they can fix
up another plan that will let small
businesses go together and get
better rates from insurance com-
panies, take care of affordability
issues — you don't lose it if you
(go) to another job — take care of
pre-existing conditions, take care
of malpractice reform that's driv-
ing a lot of doctors out of busi-
ness, provide vouchers for low-
income Americans 80 they can
buy insurance.

“These are basic things that

'everybody agrees upon — Demo-

crats, Republicans, liberals, con-

do these things, then wait three
or four years and see where we
are. If we haven't done some-

thing, we ought to go back (and)
take a look at it again.”

Dole sees a “new consensus
package” being developed in
Congress.

Portions of the president’s plan
that will not be included in the
consensus package, in Dole's es-
timation, are employer mandates,
price controls and big health-care
alliances for states.

The public does not believe
*100 percent change” is re mred
when “only 15 percent is broken.’

Also during the press confer-
enee, Dole said America must face
up to the problems being created
by extremely low crude oil prices.
Even though consumers welcome
$1 a gallon or cheaper gasoline at

—within-the next two months-and — servatives. We think we ought-to —the -pumps, the long-term—im--

plications of relying on imported
oil are serious.
Earlier this week, Sen. Nancy

Eagle Washington bureau

. WASHINGTON — If you're under
30, you won’t remember a time
when Bob Dole wasn't a senator
from Kansas, fighting for his beliefs,
needling Democrats and making
provocative speeches.

On Thursday, Dole marked the
25th anniversary of his first Senate
speéch by giving proud and poignant
views about Americans with disabil-
ities. In return, he received a sur-
prise ftribute from someone who
likes public speaking as much as he
does — President Bill Clinton.

Kassebaum, R-Kan., said she does
not believe the Clinton adminis-
tration understands the urgency
of a situation in which $12-a-
barrel crude oil is causing pro-
ducers to abandon lower-
producing wells. Kassebaum and
114 other members of Congress
have written to Clinton about
finding ways to prop up crude
prices, but have not received any
response.

Dole said he wasn't exactly
sure what the president could do
to bolster crude prices. Numerous
proposals are floating around, in-
cluding some that would create
subsidy programs for oil that are
not unlike those for farm com-
modities.

“We've had a lot of our Kanm
people back here, looking at pro-
duction and the price, and we are
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Dole honored on anniversary of first Senate speech

The April 14 date carries a double
meaning for Dole. It's also the day
he became disabled himself, when
he was seriously wounded and per-
manently disabled during World
War IL

On' Thursday, Dole marked the
25th anniversary of his Senate
speech with warm ftributes from
both Republicans and Democrats —

- some of whom have been savaged
- on occasion by Dole's caustic

tongue, -and some of whom have
lashed back.

“But once he started, he was hard
to shut up,” wrote biographer Rich-
ard Ben Cramer.

told by these experts that world
prices are going to be low for a
long time,” Dole said. “It's very
difficult to produce or even re-
trieve what you've already dis-
covered at $12 or $11 a barrel. It's
put a real crimp in our .own in-
dependent oil areas across the
state of Kansas.

“Now they can come up with
some programs that I don’t think
are probably going to pass. It's
almost like a farm program. You
get a certain price, and then you
get: a subsidy. I'm not certain
that's particularly good policy,
and I don't think it's going to pass
in any event, because nobody's
going to know how to pay for it.

~~But-sooner or later, we are going

to have to face up to the fact that
we are becoming a net importer
of oil, of energy.”

On Thursday, Dole updated his
1969 remarks about disabled Ameri-
cans by highlighting both p
and obstacles. Major strldes include
the Americans with Disabilities Act,
which opened access, and better
health care through Medicare and
Medicaid. But perhaps attitudes
have changed the most, Dole sug-

one of Clintons

| foremost critics on the Whitewater

affair and opposes many key provi-'

{“sions of the president’s health care’

reform plan. But there was no hint of
discord Thursday as the two chatted’
amiably after the luncheon . 5

In his floor speech Thursday, Dole.
said the greatest success has been
the change in attitudes toward dis-
abled people.

“Indeed, 50 years ago, we had a
president, Franklin Roosevelt, who
could not walk and believed it neces-
sary to disguise that fact from the
American people,” Dole said.
“Today, I trust that Americans
would have no problem in electing as
president a man or woman with a
disability.”
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| airport parking privelege

|| has eliminated its free health care
| and gym privileges, but the Sen-

{| resolution to wipe out lawmakers'

\ Iree
, ingtons National and Dulles air-

Hutchinson News

Senate refuses to give up

The Associated Press

declaring it promoted the
WASHINGTON — Congress

mlimpression that lawmakers
— with some work weeks reach-
ing 100 hours — were “ripping of
the country by perks and by pay.’
“When is this Congress-bashing
going to stop?” asked Sen. Carol
Moseley-Braun, D-Il1.

ate on Wednesday drew the line
in the parking lot. It defeated a

of-touch the Congress often is
with the o\rerwhelmmg majority

reserved parking at Wash-

' Kansas Republican’s “personal cour- Both spoke of the many nights of Americans.”

age” on behalf of Americans with numcmmmm Bobnolo'swtonbdultd ports. when they furiously dashed from  McCain said the parking should
disabilities, That was the topic of Americans with disabilities Thursday at a Washington Kansas Sens. Bob Dole and the Senate floor to one of the two go. the way of other elininated
Dole’s first Senate speech on April for the Kansas Republican, at right with his wife, Elizabeth. Nancy K"‘""‘““ "°‘°" to keep airports in suburban Virginia, to congressional perks: free health
14, 1969, when the young Kansas “ﬂwuﬂ'ﬁ. catch the last plane home. care, free gym privileges and cut-
senator the country to work-oriented society; too many sensitive as we should have been 25 ruolutionlo-tbya McCain, R-Ariz., had a different rate haircuts.

improve access, job opportunities, ~cannot fill empty hours in a satisty- years ago, It reads better today 53-44 vote, Sen. John McCain said ' view of the 124 close-in spaces at Twenty-two Democrats and 21
‘health care and education for ing constructive manner.” “It was one of those magic mo- ﬂm World War III National, and 51 at Dulles, that fellow Republicans supported
42 million disabled Americans. At Thursday's luncheon, Clinton ments in the history of the Congress, P‘“""’” evoke less smo- --"‘Wﬁfwﬂwmmﬂm McCain, who was the only senator
oo DI Said, “I Went buck and s a0 y of the Lon tion" from ealluguu.Howu ' Bure e Court speaking for his pro Thirty-
o Too many handicapped persons - said,{ went back and read Senalor ~and maybe of our county, whic t -Ju.ﬁeuua.ﬁg's. of diplomats. one Demoerats ﬂnaun.
 Dole said in 1969, “Too many feel, maswelltodavzzs it did then. mm%w&‘f Hel John Danforth, RMo., ‘The parkin nrlvﬂeso, he said, cans were op] everal sen-
~and t00 many are cut off from our ~Perhaps to those Wwho weren't as that unites us when we are all at our passionately attacked the pro- ‘i3 a perfect example of how out- ators switch during the vote.
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