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«I want to be the watchdog for the 57 perce

‘Opposition leader plans to shape policy.

 Sunday morning roundtable dis-  He ‘even 'is hinting. that he .

beam

nt who. didn’t
vote for Clinton. If Bill Clinton has a mandate, sodo L.”
' ; - Sen. Bob Dole

Kan., this morning,
Sen. Bob Dole to the
- nation in his 28th appearance
‘ on “Meet the Press.”

The Kansas
known for frank talk about big
issues, holds the world record as_ th
for appearances on that show = dominant Republican voice in
and is a frequent guest on other Ngach e e

- By JAKE THOMPSON _ - : even i Hinct:

~ Washington Correspondent cussion shows. But today is a might make a third presidential - ton's meaﬁ
WASHINGTON — An NBC  Since the Nov. 3 election, ed,yeah,” he said. T compliinents

satellite TV truck sitsin Russell, Dole has seemed to be on a  In_one way, none of this “I'd like to say a very

ready to
Republican,

the pation. .

one-man mission o interrupt
the traditional honeymoon peri-
od for President-elect Clinton.

~In fact, through an extraordi-
nary range of biting and con-
ciliatory comments, Dole has
asserted himself as the

: Eagle Washington bureau
WASHINGTON — President-elect
BillClinton ‘took & honeymoon trip
' to the U.S, Capitol on Thursday and
dropped in to chat with |

his self-described ‘“chap-

should come as a surprise.

After all, Dole, the Senate
minority leader and already a -
two-time presidential contend-..
er, has 32 years of legislative

special word of thanks'to
Senator Dole and to Con-
gressman (Bob) Michel,”
Clinton said. “, .. I pledge
to-them an open door, regular com-

Responded Dole: “I want to coim-

experience, including more than ' munications — and com:

a dozen as an architect of major munications, as I feel theé need to

legislation. 'His opinions carry contact them or they feel the need
 .’'See DOLE, A-19, 00':1 to contact me.”

'Continued from A-1

L

the .iweight  of a consummate
Washington insider skilled at the
art of the possible.

' But his ascension to de facto
Republican leader is a new role
for Dole, 69.

Freed from the burdens of
fighting veto override attempts
and’¢4rrying water for President
Bush’s agenda, Dole is able to
focus now almost exclusively on
shapiig policy as chief leader of
the opposition.

: 'HE‘Ill)Oalso be able to use his
staff, which used to fight for Bush,
to “conduct ‘its own form of

opposition research, pointing out *

shortcomings in Clinton’s agenda
and" formulating alternatives to
kéy’“initiatives. Dole has said
altérnative proposals already are
beipg drawnup,. 4

A an interview Friday at the
Kansas City, Kan., City Hall, the
'sénator said the higher national
st"}li'iilily is ““going to give me a lot
of 'flying time. Lots of meetings,
lots of dinners.”

“At question now is Dole’s
leadership style, which he has not
defined yet in this new era,
© “Aftér the attacks of the last
weedk 'some worry that they are
seeing the 1970s Dole — the one
whb'became known as the hatchet
‘man of the 1976 campaign when
heran for vice president. .

““'Why so instantly obstruction-
ist, ‘particularly when Americans
have had their fill of divided
govémment and when Mr. Clin-
ton’s programs have yet to see the
light of day?” asked a New York
Times editorial. '

- "Dole’s first testy assessment of

Clinton’s  win was unusual be-

‘caise new presidents traditionally

\af¢ greeted with bland platitudes

t;'s)l‘n members of the opposite
ry. :

““We have this tradition of the
gracious loser,” said Stephen
Héss,'a congressional scholar at
the ‘‘Brookings Institution in
Washington. “Dole was spunky;
h¢'seemed to be all elbows.”

~“Pole-has-shown some-signs, . month in laying down a marker,

‘however, of softening his ap-

| pROAth. /S SR

- “MWe're not out to pick a fight

with“Clinton, 'but yet somebody -

has to speak up and let people
W there will be other voices in

iifress.“Ddle'saidFriday. St
“Although  Dole ~was /sharp-
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Jole surprises agency at 25t

By MARY CLARKIN
- Hays Dally Nows

 Developmental Services of
Kansas closed out its
Aniversiey it s basguet 1 Hatn pily
versary :
Saturday night that featured a sur-
_prise visit by one of the most prom-
inent examples of an individual
‘quet-goers — mostly a mix of board -
‘members, staff, parents and

Northwest

anni with a

fyrr o
. AP

Dole leaps into the f

Ata dinhé} given last week in his honar, President

The Associated Press

his work in leading the Republican Party opposition

Bush thanked U:S. Sen. Bob Dole in advance for _ during the presidency of Bill Clinton.

W Bob Dole is among potential
GOP contenders for
*1996. Rich Hood, B-2

tongued at first, he also is aware
that’s his chief weakness and will
try to hold back, said Sen. Warfen
Rudman,- a New Hampshire
Republican and close friend.

* Rudman said Dole probably
would support Clinton if the
president pushes campaign prom-
ises of seeking an investment tax
credit, more money for research
and development and a capital
gains tax cut. But if Clinton
ignores the deficit, Dole will fight
him effectively, Rudman said.

- Whatever his style, Dole seems
likely to play a headlining role in
months ahead as the biggest burr
in Clinton’s saddle and the main
Republican reality check on resur-
gent Democrats. .

The Kansan wasted no time this

Al the same time, Dole
grumped to Dan Rather of CBS:
“Maybe we can frustrate some of
his spending and taxing pro-
grams.”

The next day, Dole declared
that Clinton had no mandate. ']
want to be the watchdog for the 57
percent who didn't vote for
Clinton,” Dole said. “If Bill
Clinton has a mandate, sodo 1.”

After “an. election in which
voters expressed disgust over
gridlock in Washington, Dole’s
partisan tone surprised many.

“I was a little concerned that
Bob Dole, who is one of the great

legislators of this country, took a -

rather hard edge after the elec-
tion,” House Speaker Tom Foley,
a Washington Democrat, said last
weeckend. *We ought to have an

effort at least to.try and give the -

new president as much support as
we can in bringing forth his
program. That’s what the Demo-
crats did when President Reagan

making news almost every day. -

On ‘the night of the election,
l‘r@’sid:qnt ‘Bush gracefully conced-
" ed his painful loss.-Vice President

came into office."

Taking a break from Clinton,
Dole and other senior Republi-
cans last weekend urged Bush to

Dan_Quayle charitably observed grant pardons for Iran-contra

that Clinton ‘would do all right if defendants, beginning with

he ran the country as well as his
campaign. .

former Secretary = of Defense
-Caspar Weinberger.

Dole also lashed out last Sunday
at another favorite target, Law-
rence Walsh, - the ' independent
counsel who is investigating the
Iran-contra case.

Dole on Sunday demanded
Walsh fire his top aide, James
Brosnahan, who obtained a new
indictment against Weinberger
the Friday before the Nov. 3
election. Dole alleged Brosnahan
had worked on behalf of Demo-
crats, even contributing to the
Clinton campaign. :

Walsh tersely. declined to take
Dole’s suggestion in a letter
Tuesday.

“I can recall no case where a
Senate " leader has so directly
intruded himself in a pending
lawsuit,” Walsh wrote.

Dole then persuaded four Re-
publican members of the Senate

. Judiciary Committee to call for a

special prosecutor to investigate
special prosecutor Walsh,
Also on ‘Tuesday; Dole was

-unanimously re-elected minority

leader of his 42 Senate Republi-
can colleagues. At a news confer-
ence afterward, he seemed to
soften his tone, :
He said he expecied to agree
with Clinton in some areas.
“People  want change, they

Sunday, November 15, 1992 The Kansas City Star A-19

ray as new opposition leader

T : :
“I was a little concerned that Bob Dole, who is one of
the great legislators of this country, took a rather hard edge
after the election. We ought to have an effort at least to try
and give the new president as much supportas we canin’
bringing forth his program. That's what the Democrats did
when President Reagan came into office."

- — House Speakér Tom Foley, a Washington Democrat

don’t want gridlock,” Dole said. going to be an obstructionist is

“Our purpose is not 1@ obstruct crazy.” '

... but to be thoughtful and offer But the last dominant Republi-

constructive alternatives.” can minority leader in the Senate
That night, Dole’held: a tribute adopted a much more conciliatory

dinner for Bush in Washington's strategy at the outset.

renovated and ‘glamorous Union In the 1960s, Republican Sen:

Station. Bush passed the mantle of Everett Dirksen  of Illinois wel-

leadership to him. comed his old Senate Democratic
“He has assumed, without friends, Lyndon B. Johnson and

arrogance, without. any kind of John F. Kennedy, when they rose

bitterness, a significant leadership
role to hold our party together,”
Bush said. e
Dole repaid 'the-kindnesses in-a
moving tribute in which he
choked up as he noted Bush's
service in World War II' and hard

, work in the White House.- - .
“The best man didn"T-win on——

Election Day, and I mean that
sincerely,” Dole said. .

Dole’s comments during the
last 11 days shouldn’t cause
alarm, said . Burdett. Loomis, a
political scientist at the Universi-
ty of Kansas. :

“I think that Bob Dole knew
what he was doing,” Loomis said.
Dole’s partisanship should, help
energize the Republican Party and
put Clinton on notice .that he'll
have to work with Dole to get
things through Congress.

Loomis labeled Dole’s opposi-
tion to Clinton “fairly harsh,” but

to the presidency.

Later, Dirksen shaped policy
only at the edges, Loomis said, not
at its heart as Dole might. Dirksen
was handicapped by having about
10 fewer Republican senators
than the 42 Dole will lead.
 Hess of the Brookings Institu-

i 2 bered

presidents on issues such as civil
rights and foreign policy.

“What made Everett Dirksen so
lovable was a softening with age
and playing the role of elder
statesman,” Hess said.

*But Bob Dole doesn’t feel like
going gently into. the good night.
He's the strongest political leader
left standing in the Republican
Party. He loves being at the center
of the limelight, and he’s certainly
going to be.”

Staff writer Jim Sullinger con-

fondly because he joined his

anquet

he added: “To think he's just tributed to this article.

- =-a

-The Russell Daily News, Thursday, Nov. 19, 1962

President Thanks Dole

Russell T. Townsley, Russell, D. Dole, and to attend the
! christening of Mrs. Dole’s grand-
daughter, Heidi Elizabeth Hogan,
‘of Wichita, during Sunday.
- morning services at Trinity
United Methodist Church.

pliment the president-elect and the
vice president-elect for taking this
step, in my view, in the right direc-
tion. We're going to have a lot of

areas of agreement: We're going to

have some of

They're rats, we're
Republicans, - but. . our .
common interest is mov-
ing the country forward.”
Dole added, “I would
guess you're going to find
a lot of common ground.”
It doesn't take a long
memory to' recall a dif-
ferent tone from the Re-
publican  senator ‘from
Kansas. The day after
Clinton was elected, Dole declared a
“57 percent anti-Clinton majority,”
and appointed himself as its leader.
Back then, Dole quipped: “The
00d news is, he’s (Clinton getting a
mymoon.in Wi ) The bad
ggwsls.BobDolewmbemschap-
grone.”

. But Thursday Dole offered
E}ant;er s'\:;*ltirds.. Ongecl:tu;vithout much
e. O ton’
plans, Igi1’0r instance: s: et
« "1 give him credit for being fairl
realistic. I think he knowsmhse’s go{
some constituencies out there that
mlu have to hold their breath for a
hile because we've got to deal with

m% ecg;?rmgo?ep%he deficit.”

.. On otential disagreeme
"Ithlnkit'stobearlytotell,unulg%e
really know what he has in mind”
I Clinton had met with top Demo-
cratic leaders who had traveled to
Little Rock, but this was his first
chance to wvisit top Republicans
since being elected president. In the
spirit of bipartisanship, everyone,
Republican and Democrat, made a
point of saying generous ‘things
about political opponents they had
been trying to destroy just a few

weeks ago, i
s biggest

lau]z;t vlé)ionlle drew the
a joke about the lunch.
First, he thanked the speaker of the
Elouse for the meal, then added,
When you're a Republican these
days, you take all you can get.”

The Russell Daily News,
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| , Dole Confinues
As Party Leader

WASHINGTON — Kansas Sen-
ator Bob Dole on Nov. 10 was
unanimously re-elected to the
post of United States Senate
Republican Leader. It is the fifth
consecutive time Dole's collea-
Bues have re-elected him to the
two-year leadership post, and
makes Dole the top elected Re-
publican in the nation, once Bill

- Clinton is inaugurated president
in{anuary.

" appreciate the support of
colleagues a;l .:hmerica faces 1:3

a new admini-
Stration,” Dole said. “"This post is
-a big plus for Kansas, better
enabling me to protect the inter-
ests of our state’s workers, farm-
ers, families and taxpayers. My
colleagues and I are eager to
tackle our nation’s priorities,
starting with economic :
deficit reduction,and improving
Republi I
want President tom:i}’ms
ceed, and will work with him -
where his programs are in the
e Y
't agree, offer
solve our :;:im ' til\:aestohelp
: [ ls\_ c "
elected to Republican
leadership posts were Apsalstant
Republlml.eader.&lan Simpson
- (R—Wyo.), Republican Confer-
ence Chairman Thad Cochran (R
~ Republican

S.),

¢ls (R — Okla.), and Republican
(R — Mass.), and nm
Senatorial Committee Chairman

Phil Gramm (R — Texas).
Union, about half of what was re.
ted mrq-

—
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