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Dole holds out hope

for Pratt’s proposal

By Ray Hemman
The Hutchinson News-

No matter where McDonald

Douglas decides to locate its new
aircraft plant, Pratt and south
central Kansas already are win-
ners in the process, said Sen. Bob
Dole, R-Kan. W3

McDonald Douglas Aircraft Co.
is looking for a site for a new
assembly plant for its MD-12X
aircraft. The company is looking
at sites in Kansas, Texas, Louisi-
ana, Utah, Missouri and Ok-
lahoma,

During his regular weekly
telephone press conference with
Kansas journalists, Dole said of-
ficials from the Pratt Community
Development Corp. contacted him
about McDonald Douglas.

“We've been working with
Pratt for a number of years,” he
said. "In fact, I've been out there
a couple times. We've had town
meetings. We've had some of the
officials back here. They have
been very aggressive in seeking
economic development. They've
got the (old Army Air Force) base
there that's unique. They've got a
great story to tell about the Kan-
sas work ethic and the labor force
and the quality of life. These
aren't just unique to Pratt, but
they are appealing when you go
around talking to people.”

Dole said his staff had con-
tacted McDonnell Douglas offi-
cials and told them that the firm
should consider Pratt for its
plant.

And should the McDonald
Douglas plant not work out, there
will be more -opportunities in the
future, Dole said.

“It's an opportunity,” he said.
“It -may not develop; but I think
we ought to, anytime we get a
chance, give it our best effort.

“... They (McDonald Douglas)
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Bob Dole

knew all this. They knew all the
strengths and weaknesses when
they included Kansas in the
group. So my view is we are still
in the running. It's not quite like
the NCAA tournament. You may
be around longer than some of the
teams there. But I think we've
got a case to make. We may not
succeed on this, but at Jeast
there's going to be some recogni-
tion and some' visibility, and
maybe people will start looking to
Kansas for some opportunities.”

Also during the 80-minute
press conference, Dole said he
remained undecided on his politi-
cal future. The state's senior
senator and the Senate's minority
leader may choose to run again in
1992 or to retire.

Dole made it clear he's not
ready to be rushed.

“I haven't made a judgment
yet,” he said. “1992 is a long way
off. The election is 20 months off.
It (his decision) will be early
enough for anyone and everyone."

By SHARON MONTAGUE
Staff Writer

Sen. Bob Dole hopes to be among the well-
wishers greeting troops when they return to
Fort Riley in May. :

And he hopes their welcoming is used to
honor veterans of all wars.

Dole, R-Kan., told Kansas journalists in a
telephone news conference Friday that an
advance group of First Division soldiers from
Fort Riley should return the third week in May.

It may take until the end of June before all of
the soldiers return, he said.

Asked what he would say to the soldiers, Dole
said he would tell them that Kansas definitely
‘“produced some well-disciplined Americans to
fight this war."”

“*‘We have soldiers who served in Grenada,
Panama, Vietnam, Lebanon,” Dole said. “It
seems to me this is an opportunity for Ameri-
cans to honor all veterans, specifically the gulf
war veterans and then the Vietnam veterans.

“It’s time to finally recognize some men and
women who were literally snubbed or ignored
when they came home from Vietnam.”

Dole hadn’'t received word about when
members of the Kansas National Guard’s 170th
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By GENE SMITH - =
The Capijtal-Journal :

'Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., has turned

against more food aid to the Soviet

The Senate Republican leader said
he.reversed his position becaus
viet President Mikhail Gorbachev is
using U.S. grain “for political black-
mail.” Iyt A gt

“Unless we can be sure any aid we
provide goes to those within the So-
viet' Union who support real demo-
‘eratic and free market reform I will
‘oppose any aid ‘to prop up Gorba-
chev’s regime,” he said — ‘and will
continue to do so' until “iron-clad
guarantees” are received that food
‘aid will reach those who need it.
“‘He indicated that is why he has
introduced a bill directing the Bush
administration to channel aid direct-
ly to the republics while denying it
to the communist central govern-
‘meénts in Moscow and Belgrade.

chives, University of Kansas.

‘Dole reverses position

tion because So-.

&

Noting the U.S. spends $15 billion
annually ‘on foreign aid, Ke said: “We
ieed to énsure that our foreign aid
dollars support democracy and free
enterprise. i 16"

“We have no business even consid-
ering aid to Gorbachev’s govern-
ment while Soviet soldiers trample
on the Baltics, while the central gov-
ernment tries to intimidate Arme-
nia, Moldavia, Georgia and the
Ukraine.” : %

Similarly, Dole said this is no time
to give aid to the communist central
government in Yugoslavia, a country
“teetering on the brink of a civil
war.” = 3 b
“It is time for us to demonstrate
our commitment to help the forces
of democracy and free enterprise
within those countries,” he said.
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Welcome should honor all vets,

by some.”’

““If we come out of this without an energy
policy, it’s going to be looked on as a failure

— Sen. Bob Dole

Maintenance Co., based in Goodland, Hays and
Colby, would return. He said they probably
would return later than the Big Red One
soldiers.

As for developments in the gulf region, Dole
said ‘“things are in chaos” in Iraq, and the
country is devastated. Turmoil abounds with
Kurdish rebels fighting loyalists of Saddam
Hussein in some areas and Muslims challeng-
ing the loyalists in the south.

Because of the devastation in Iraq, Dole said,
he supported humanitarian aid such as food to
the Iraqis.

““There are a lot of innocent Iraqis who are
poor and starving,” Dole said. ' :

He said the aid should be distributed through
the International Red Cross or a United Na-
tions organization to make sure it gets to the

people who need it.

As for negotiations to bring a lasting peace to
the Middle East, Dole said Israel has to be
more flexible in dealing with its Arab neigh-
bors.

“Israel doesn’t have to give before the Arabs,
but they all need to talk and work out their
problems,” Dole said. “‘If their Arab neighbors
would recognize Israel, that would be a big
step.”

Dole noted that one U.N. resolution calls for
Israel granting land for peace, and that should
be taken into account.

Dole said that no matter how difficult the
negotiations for a lasting peace may be, Pres-
ident George Bush is determined to see the
Middle East through to a solution.

“I'm convinced Bush isn't going to give up on

M
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Dole says

this,” Dole said. ‘‘He’s really going to push, He
decided this was an opportunity and a chal-
lenge for him to try to solve problems that have
been around for thousands of years,”

One thing that should come out of the con-
clusion of the gulf war is a new energy plan,
Dole said. But such a plan probably has less
than a 50 percent chance of passing this year,
he said.

Dole said most people realized that one
reason for the gulf war was energy, “‘and if we
come out of this without an energy policy, it's
going to be looked on as a failure by some."”

The gulf war already has had some political
fallout.

Dole said Democrats were ‘“‘witch hunting”
and “frantic to find a place to land”’ when they
criticized April Glaspie, U.S. ambassador to
Iraq, saying she had misread Saddam’s in-
tentions shortly before he invaded Iraq and
mistakenly told Saddam the U.S. didn’t have
any opinion about Arab-Arab conflicts such as
that between Iraq and Kuwait.
congressional testimony this week, saying
Saddam had lied about his intentions. She also
said the Iraqis had edited a transcript of her
meetings with them, leaving out key points.

-Dole: Big Red One troops set
to start coming home in late May:

'
"

¥

By Ray Hemman
The Hutchinson Newa

McDonnell Douglas. Corp. is

the production of its new MD-12
aircraft, Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan.,
. said Friday.
During his weekly telephone
. press conference ~with Kansas
fournalists. the Senate minority
leader said sources from McDon-
ymnell Douglas informed his office
'that Topeka had been added to

"on the list. !

" Barlier this year, Dole had
written to McDonnell Douglas,
encouraging the airplane’ maker
~ to consider a World War II Army
+ Air Force Base at Pratt for its

" has said it is looking outside of
- California, its current base. for
. commercial aircraft, for a site to
construct a manufacturing plant.
Apparently McDonnell Douglas
“has expanded the search to in-
clude the former Forbes Air
Force Base south of Topeka. Cur-
rently, Forbes Field is a munici-

* looking at two Kansas sites for [}

. the list of 12 potential sites for |
~ the new MD-12 aircraft plant, |
~ Previously, Pratt had been placed

lant. McDonnell Douglas

.pal airport for Topeka and is

~home of an Air National Guard
unit flying KC-185 tankers. .
“Prior to my letter to Douglas
Aircraft ' President Bob Hood,
Kansas didn't appear on their list
of candidate sites,” Dole said.
“Then we found out they put
Pratt on the list. Now we under- (
stand Topeka could be under ac-  Industry officials familiar with

plus they have a labor base in
proximity and a quality of . life
that ought to be attractive.
" “So we tried to outline the ad-
" vantages to Mr. Hood to produe-
ing' aircraft in Kansas, long
« known to have the reputation of
being the aviation center of the
United States. We've got a lot to
offer, and I hope McDonnell
Douglas can find the right com-
- bination in Kansas.” - =
Jeanette Siemens, director of
‘ the Pratt Area Chamber of
. Commerce, said she had heard a
i :
was in the running, The eomgeti-
_tion does not concern her,
ever. :
“We feel really confident in
~ what we have to offer,” she said,
“We do feel we have very good
fulimi?.“ airport be
ratt's por gan as a
training base for B-29 pilots dur-
ing World WarisII. mtoobi
long runway is e to
‘upgraded to heavy aircraft status
in the future. The runway could
‘be extended to 9,000 feet.
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tive review. Topeka has an exist- .
ing infrastructure in Forbes field,

-effect that Topeka - res-of land-

. decides'to go public. ' ' Doje said.
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Topeka joins running for aircraft plant

the MD-12 project, however, have Topeka also is connected to the
said McDonnell Douglas will want ' coasts via I-70 and the north-
a 10,000-foot runway. south borders of the nation by the

Forbes Field, meanwhile, has a Kansas Turnpike and I-85. Mrs.
18,000-foot northwest-southeast Siemens said that 'four-lane
runway with a second 8,000-foot highway was “one of those things
runway that runs from northeast we don't have to work with,”

"to southwest. The runways are adding that a majority of Kansas

200 feet wide and can handle towns are not linked to Wichita or
planes of any weight. ; another community by a four-lane
hD;{ id Streilmmil'll;g._prl:ﬂg?:t of road. ¥ :
the Metropolitan Tope! ort e hi ;
Authority, said any .aircraft from w‘:fl::eg::i n%l;i: 42;?5“‘;? l:fgf:
the tmy Cessna 152_ trainer to the tional ﬂso.mil!itm will be pumped
},uembarmg o((}l-fgdmgo plane can 0 the Export Enhancement
The facilits has about 2700 ac. [ToBram this year. Much of that
e facili ca:b:euda\.r 8¢ money will go for wheat e:_tpo;:
) eloped. g bisidies-while-some-also-will-be—
al:g"]:;n?‘ny' such as McDonnell ' g4 to make dairy exports more
Topeka also has a large number cotnpatiti?e. .
of machinists and the ability fo = Dole said EEP proponents, such
find housing for large numbers of - 4s himself, had_a.philosophical
workers that might be drawn battle with other congressmen
from other areas into the city for ~Who favored making direct pay-
work at sucha plant. Ny montsvtg farmers to counter low
~ Stremming said he could not commodity prices. '
confirm or deny any contacts be- = “In order to move the wheat we

“tween ‘the airport authority and - have, primarily, which will get
" McDonnell Douglas. The author- Al y i

_ most of it, we have to subsidize
ity assures its potential clients of ‘pretty heavily ‘in order to be
confidentiality until the client competitive in thelworld'm_arket."

»
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McDonnell Douglas eyeing

The Associated Press
FORT RILEY — Thousands of
members of the ‘1st Infantry Divi-
sion would begin returning from
the Persian Gulf to Fort Riley ab-
out the middle of May under ten-
tative plans announced Friday.

Col. Gary L. LaGrange, interim
commander of the Kansas Army
base, said some 15,000 troops were
expected to return by June. The
Fort Riley unit, also known as the
Big Red One, started troop ship-
gieents to Saudi Arabia in Novem-

T.

He said the division will not be
able to leave Iraq until the official
cease-fire agreement is signed.
“That's why they're still in Iraq.”

“That's why I say it's a plan,” he
said. "And we hope it's executed
just as everyone else. We'd like to
see. them back here safe and
sound,” he said.

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., said in a
telephone news conference with
Kansas broadcasters and news-
papers Friday that an advance
party of about 250 troops will re-

turn to Fort Riley about the third
week of May. He said the return of
all Fort Riley troops could take a
month or longer.

Dole also read from a letter he
had received from Maj. Gen.
Thomas G. Rhame, commander of
the Kansas-based unit. Rhame de-
scribed the performance of the di-
vision’s soldiers as magnificent and
said, “"Kansas produced tough, dis-
ciplix.m'ed Americans to fight this
war.

LaGrange said some non-
divisional'units — such as the 937th
Engineer Group, reserve units and
National Guard units which left the
United States before the 1st In-
fantry Division — may return
sooner. e - -

“The plan now is to greet every
airplane just as we greeted the
initial airplane (of soldiers)” when

175 troops returned early in March,
he said. o1
To speed up the return, La-
Grange said, the troops will switch
immediately from their planes a}-
riving at Forbes Field in Topeka
buses for the one-hour trip to Fort
Riley. A
“We'll bring them all back to the
hangar just as we did for the,175. .
who returned and do a welcome
ceremony with flags waving, family
members there, community mem-
bers there, just as we did for the
others,"” he said. §
“We intend to give each one of
them a ceremony that will stand on
its own,” LaGrange said. 2 4
After the soldiers have be
given-time with their-families; of:
cials plan one big celebration §t
Fort Riley — which will includera
parade, carnival and concert.
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Dole says

has expanded the search o include got a lot to offer, and I hope

the former Forbes Air Force Base McDonnell Douglas can find the runway with a
~south of Topeka. Currently, Forbes right combination in Kansas.” ‘runway that runs f
Field is a municipal airport for  Jeanette Siemer -southwest, The r

Topeka and is home of an Air Na-
tional

v

Guard unit flying KC135 said she had heard

113,000-foot mor
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