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Russell residents Larry Rogers, Sharon Hughs and Trina Feil watch Sen. Bob Dole’s televised withdrawal speech Tuesday.

Decision dismays Kansans

Republicans across state praise former candidate

By Al Polczinski
Staff Writer

At her desk in the Russell State Bank, Kay
Homewood confessed to being ‘“disappointed
and a little shaky” Tuesday after Sen. Bob Dole
ended his second run at the GOP nomination
for president.

“It definitely was a dream,"” said Homewood,
GOP vice chairwoman for Russell County. “I'm
just disappointed that other people couldn't see
him as we see him.”

Russell’s Main Street, where 5,000 people
cheered Dole in November as he announced
his candidacy, was quiet Tuesday.

Several reporters roamed the street, getting
reactions from people from whom Dole said he
had always drawn his strength. They congre-
gated at Rogers Drug Store — the OI' Dawson
Drug Store where Dole once jerked sodas —
and they talked to his old high school chum
Bub Dawson and Larry Rogers, current owner
of the store.

“It's the country's loss. I really believe that,”
Dawson said. “The town as a whole feels badly.
Russell's for Bob. There's very few that
aren't.”

ON A scale of 1 to 10, clothier Dean Banker
rated Tuesday no higher than a 3. Besides
Dole's withdrawal, Banker sald, people were
stunned by the closing of Russell's Inn, the
largest and only full service motel in town.

Dawson viewed Dole's withdrawal as a testi-
monial to the senator’s loyalty to his party. “He
wouldn't do anything to cause a rift in the
party,” he said.

Russell's disappointment was matched in
Washington, where Republican Sen. Nancy
Kassebaum had stood near Dole in the historic
Senate caucus room as he made his seven-
minute speech.

“I am still convinced that Bob Dole was an
exceptional and fine candidate,” Kassebaum

Kassebaum
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said. “But Bob also is wise enough to know that
timing is important. He believes it is important
at this point to show his support for George
Bush, the Republican Party and the country, I
greatly respect Bob's decision.”

AT A joint news conference at the party's
headquarters In Topeka, Gov. Mike Hayden
and GOP State Chairman Fred Logan Jr.
pledged their support to the Republican nomi-
nee. But they encouraged Kansas delegates to
cast their first ballot at the GOP National
Convention in New Orleans for Dole as a sign
of support for their favorite son.

Hayden said Dole called him Tuesday morn-
ing to say he would withdraw from the race.
Dole also asked him to express his apprecia-
tion for all the work Kansans had done for his
campaign, the governor said.

Also in Topeka, Phyllis Macey, Dole's for-
mer wife who helped him recover from his
war wounds, found sorrow at the campaign's
end. “He's the best candidate on either side,”
she said. “I have always felt that way.

“My mother in New Hampshire sald if he
could have met more people there, he would
have won. In spite of our differences in the
past, I don't think he was a mean person as so
many people tried to portray him.”

NORMA JEAN Steele, Dole's younger sister
in Derby, had thought for days that the end of
the race was coming. “If he thought it would

hurt the party, he would end it. That's what
he's done,” she said. “But the political ball-
game isn't over for Bob Dole ... he's still
pitching."”

In Wichita, GOP National Committeeman
Jack Ranson talked of the high hopes Kansans
had for the Dole campaign. "It's sad to see the
drama end so early. I thought it might go right
down to the convention.”

Norman Staab, past national commander of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, is a fellow Rus-
sellite who served as co-chairman of Veterans
for Dole. He remembered the pride he felt as
he Introduced Dole to a VFW conference in
Des Moines and to a national reception in New
Orleans last year.

“He got a lot of exposure from veterans,”
Staab said. “I'm so disappointed. I thought he
sure could have done it this time. But I just
feel we didn't move early enough.”

Rick Harman of Fairway, former candidate
for governor, said he couldn’t think of “another
political event in a long, long time that was
more sad for me personally.”

WITH HIS wife, Susle, Harman had spent
many hours telephoning former Kansans, urg-
ing them to support Dole.

“In our lifetimes, we will be hard-pressed to
have a presidential contender rise up from our
midst,” Harman sald. “This was exciting. That
made it special for us."

But Russell residents can take solace in what
Banker sald: “Like I told Kenny Dole (Dole's
younger brother in Russell), I don't care what
they say, I still think we had the best man in
the race. You try not to show your emotions.
We don't like to wear them on our sleeve.”

Dolé’s gracious exit

It is one of the ironies of politics that Bob
Dole, in withdrawing from the race for the
Republican nomination for president,
looked most presidential.

Those who perceived Dole to have a
“mean streak” must have been disappoint-
ed. There was no venom, no curtness, no
acerbity.- Dole was gracious, a statesman.
He accepted the inevitable by putting past
hostilities aside and pledging support to the
party and to George Bush.

If he ever entertains the notion of run-
ning again, perhaps his graceful exit in
1988 will have dispelled the leftover image
of Dole as the hatchet man. He earned that
label in the 1976 campaign as Gerald
Ford’'s running mate. It was the role he
was told to do by the campaign advisers —
and, in typical Dole fashion, he did it well.
Too well. The strategy backfired; some
even have said it cost them the election.
And Dole was branded with an image he
didn't deserve.

Circumstances also played against Dole.
He was running against the man perceived
to have the blessing of an immensely popu-
lar president. As Dole himself said, he
could handle Bush one-on-one, but the shad-

. ow of Reagan in Bush's corner put Dole at

a distinct disadvantage.

As the Washington Post pointed out, Dole
is just the most recent in a long line of
legislative leaders who have found it diffi-
cult to translate their sterling records in
Congress to popular support in the hus-
tings. He joins the likes of Howard Baker,
Lyndon Johnson and Robert Taft.

Finally, Dole himself must accept some
of the blame. The organizational problems
in his campaign and his reluctance to let
go of the reins worked against him. His
war chest was depleted much too soon —
and it was not always spent wisely. The
resulting turmoil resulted too often in neg-
ative reports in the media topping the posi-
tive news about the candidate.

Kansans feel a kindred disappointment
that Dole won’t be the next president. And
it involves more than just state pride. They
know that Bob Dole’s pragmatism, his abil-
ity to work for compromise with legislative
leaders, would have been put to good use in
facing the difficulties that are bound to
surface for the next administration.

Barring some calamity between now and
August, that wasn't to be. But we can be
grateful that the nation can continue to
rely on his leadership in the Senate.

April 14, 1988

FOLITICAL FAILUKE

Our pohitical leadership IS also Guiing:
There can be no consensus on defense gl
until our political leadership assumes i1« re
sponsibihity of debating—and ultimately an
swering  the following questions

What are the threats to Amenen atel the
West?

What is our national defense stratees (o
deal with these threats?

What is the mission of the U5, nubitary?

What do we expect our armed forees to
do?

How do we expect them to do it?

A lack of proper answers to these gues-
tions is far more dangerous to world peace
than the weapons everyone worrles about.
Wars usually start because one side misper-
ceives the strength and intention of the
other. Overestimation of the enemy can
sometunes be as dangerous as underestima-
tion. If we are to assume that wars begin be-
cause of fauily or broken-down policy, IU's
time to ask how we expect to generale good
public policy from skewed data, and perhaps
to wonder Just how dangerous poor data are
Lo world prace.@

APRIL 14—AN ANNIVERSARY

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, everyone
has calendar dates that mark impor-
tant events in their lives. Well, today
is one of mine. On an Italian battle-
field 43 years ago—April 14, 1945—my
life changed forever.

OFERATION CRAFTSMAN

Forly-three years ago, I was a young
second lieutenant In the 10th Moun-
tain Division, leading a platoon of sol-
diers agalnst some heavily entrenched
German forces. It was but one small
story in a large-scale Allied offensive
called Operation Craftsman. We were
supposedly driving the Nazis back to
Berlin through the soft underbelly of
Europe, but those of us who had been
fighting through the mud and the
mountains knew firsthand that the
Italian underbelly was anything but
soft.

My platoon was pinned down by
fierce enemy fire. Ahead lay a deadly
minefield. All around me, men were
poing down. 1 tried to bring one of
them back to the safety of a foxhole.
In doing s0, I too became a casualty.

AN ANNIVEHSARY FOR HEVIEW

Now, Mr. President, I am not here
today to tell old war stories. What
happened to me 43 years ago today s
not nearly as important as what has
happened since.

As a disabled Ameriean-—and there
are 37 million of us—1 choose Lo use
this anniversary to review how far this
country has come with respect to the
lives of the disabled—and how far |t
has to go.

Mr. President, on this date 5 years
apo 1 stood before this body and an
nounced Lthe formation of a founda.
tion dedicated Lo expandimg employ
ment opportuntties for people with
disabilities.

THE Mt § FOUNDATION

A lew vears aeo, the Dol Founda
foe wae Just an den. Anadea boe
of e pelimbiiatation ol ot mat o an
LE} support e recoived fro

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

hometown of Russell, KS. But one
fonndation ean't do it alone. 1 would
hke to believe that America stands on
the brink of a new frontier. A frontier
where  disabled individuals  will  be
judged not by their disabilities, but by
their abilities.

Unfortunately, 67 pereent of work:
ing-age persons with disabilities who
want to work cannot find employvment.
In America today, 25 percent of all of
our unemployed are disabled. Only 1
disabled woman in 5 works, and 82 per-
cent of black disabled Americans are
unemployed.

The Dole Foundation for Employ-
ment of People With Disabilities is
working to change those statistics, In
Its short history, the Dole Foundation
has awarded 75 grants totaling $2 mil-
lion to grassroots nonprofit organiza-
tions all over America. These local or-
ganizations provide job training and
job placement to people with disabil-
ities.

OPPFORTUNITIES, NOT HANDOUTS

In fact, the Dole Foundation is the
only foundation in America that Is
solely dedicated to the economie inde-
pendence of people with all types of
disabilities. I am proud to say that the
Dole Foundation is the national leader
in providing grants to organizations
that train and place people with dis-
abilities In jobs.

Mr. President, I am convinced that
the vast majority of people with dis-
abilities don't want handouts. They
want the opportunity to work, to take
care of their families, and Lo pursue
the American dream. But barriers still
prevent them from reaching that goal.
Sadly, many of these obstacles only
exist in the minds of those who are
not disabled.

AFEAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT

With the passage of the Rehabilita-
tivn Act of 1973, Congress stated loud
and clear that persons with disabilities
must have an equal opportunity to
participate In our socety. This year,
we reaflirmed thal commitment with
the overwhelming passage of the Civil
Rights Restoration Act. I have always
been committed to ensuring the rights
of the disabled: T have not- and will
not—veer from this commitment.

We need new initintives in the public
and private sector to help create new
employment  opportunities  and  to
ecliminate agpe-old disineentives,

THANSPORTATION

The ek of accessble transportation
remains aomajor concern for persons
with disabilities. In the 99th Congress, ©
1 introduced the Air Carrier Access
Act which later beeasne Law, The e
partment of Transportation should be
ssting its rales and repulations withon
the next few ot
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