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By ROGER MYERS 
Capitill·lournal Statehouse writer 

&in. Bob _Dole told a. jam-packed 
aa~eriD& !If stale Republicans at 
the ltallaU Day banquet bere Satur­
dar illpt Uiat · lie believes Amerl· 
call!.'~ ieekiD&· a promise of com­
ml~ 

Speakllll to an ntimated 1,450 
people >if the event that cllmuea 
tbe aaaual GOP celebration of tbe 
lltate:~ .l!irthday, the senior senator 
from K&nau aaid he thinks be is the 
belt· qualified , candidate In tbe field 
of both Republicans and Democrats 
to be pl'elldent of the United States. 
Aile! Dole aald be· feell &ood about 
bll campal&n for the GOP nomina­
tion and the potltloo be is In to be­
come the Republican Party standard 
bearer. 
· Dole called the &lant federal bud­

"""jifQel c e na ' on's No-:-1 prob­
lem, and be proposed tbat a one­
year apendlng freeze be Imposed to 
brln& It under control and give blm 
Ume to turn It around. He made 
repeated references to bill Kanau 
roota durlnl a 25-mlnute speech that 
was Interrupted frequently by ap­
plause from tbe record Kansas Day 
banquet .crowd, aaylng at one point 
that ,be bas been an ambassador for 
the" atale wherever he has traveled 

'.$; r, 

dvlil&,bll quarter ceil..;., of public 
HrllC:. ,aDd more ~-~>:· I_D. bls 
qaeat for the GOP presidential naml· 
uaUDIL 

Dole !breaded the .theme of com­
mltinent tbriluih bill ~~~ He said ' 
tbe COIUitry can !lave a,new .commit· 
meat to briDJln& rural America 
back to the mainstream of the econ­
omy, and a commltmetit to excel­
lence In educaUoq. ~t 1rili ·, P~t_ lbe 
United States oo a par ~lth _Ita Inter· 
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naUorial cOjil~tors. 
"We can have a new commllment 

to fairness 'in tbe tax code, to fair­
ni!IS for farmers, for small business, 
for the homemakers and the moth· 
ers·and'fatherrof-America;"-he·said. 

DOle said be thinks be bas made a 
difference during ' bls work In Con­
gress, helping get Social Security 
back oa a sound financial footing 
while be was chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee, writing farm 
legislation while he served on the 
Senate Agriculture Committee and 
bringing fairness to the, federal tax 

Co ntin ued on P•lR£' 2. C"olumn 1 

Conl1nu eO from P·' I·W 1 I 
code when he headed the Finance 
Committee. 

The presidential contender said he 
likes all the other candidates for the 
GOP nomination, and does not dis­
like any of the Democrats who a re 
seeking their party's nomination to 
run for the While House. 

"But I believe based on my re­
cord, I believe based on my past 
achievements In Kansas that I'm the 
best-qualified candidate for presi­
dent," he said to a thunderous wave 
of applause. 

Dole said his 27 years in Congress 
have qualified him to understand 
how the federal government works. 

"I know my way around Washing· 
ton, and I 'll pester every bureaucrat 

, in sight to perform, to cut the inelfi· 
ciency and waste, to get the quality 

· of government that we should expect 
for what we're paying," he said. 

Dole flew to Kansas from Ft. 
Dodge, Iowa. where he is working 
hard to capture an important open· 
ing·round victory in the Republican 
caucuses that will be held there Feb. 
8. 

Recent opinion polls In Iowa give 
him a solid lead over Vice President 
George Bush there, ·but he and his 

, campaign manager. former Tennes· 
see Sen. William Brock, said before 
leaving that state for the flight to 
Topeka that they consider them­
selves behind In Iowa. 

News accounts from Des Moines 
said it appeared to be a change in 
campaign strategy designed to re­
duce expectations. Brock said in an 
interview during a reception in To­
peka Immediately preceding the 
Kansas Day banquet that Dole's own 
polls give him only a 3 perc:ent lead 
over Bush in Iowa . 

Brock said the disparity between 
the big lead Dole has in the public 

, surveys and the bare edge he has 
: over the vice president in his own 
• polls is because the public polls sur· 

' vey a wide cross-section of Republi · 
cans in that state. 

"We've got to poll only those peo­
ple who will go to the ca ucuses and 

· vote. whether it's rain. shine or a 
blizzard ... Brock said. 

The South. however . is a different 
story . The most recent poll in the 
Southern states tha t will pa rticipate 

· in the "Super Tuesday" primary on 
March 8 showed Dole trailing Bush. 
52 percent to 17 percent. 

Brock said he thinks Dole can 
overcome much of that huge deficit 
by doing well in Iowa and New 
Hampshire. where Republicans will 
do their balloting on a GOP nominee 
before Super Tuesday. 

"Whether we can make up that 
gap depends on how well we do be­

. lore then. " Brock said. "When you 
: start winning, people sta rt to focus 
, on you and start ·listening to what 
• you have to say. 
' "I understand Bush's people are 
y talking about being invincible in the 

South on Super Tuesday. But the 
· French also talked about their invin· 
' cible Magi not Line ... 

Brock told the Kansas Day Repub­
licans during brief remarks he made 
that the Dole campaign plans to out· 

. flank Bush's "Maginot Line" and do 
' well in the 20 states that will hold 
primaries on Super Tuesday. 

Dole told the audience that one 
thing he has learned while serving in 
Congress is that Kansans dema nd 

. that their public officials "do their 
; work ... He said a ll the while he has 
: been campaigning lor the presiden-

tial nomination he has maintained a 
, 95 percent voting record in Con· 
; gress 

, .. I've been to Iowa 44 limes, and 
• I 've been to New Hampshire 28 
: times. But we did it on weekends, 

during congressional recesses and at 
night." he said. 

Dole said the American people 
want someone as president who 
knows real people and understands 
real problems. The Kansas senator 
said his long rehabilitation from 
wounds he suffered in Italy during 
World War II qualifies him as some­
one who has over~ome real prob­
lems, and that his background as a 
county prosecutor , state legislator. 
congressman and senator ha s 
brought him in contact with real 
people. 

He said whoever wins the presi­
dency will immediately confront an 
awesome array of problems, ranging 
from relations with the Soviet 
Union. to the AIDS problem and the 
federal deficit. I 

"The new president is is going to 
have to deal with (Soviet leader Mi· ~~ 
khail) Gorbachev." Dole said. "We 're 
going to have to keep our eyes wide 
open. We're not going to be afraid to j 

negotiate , but we have to understand 
exactly what the menace is. 

" We don 't have to make any 
agreements with the Soviets because 
we trust them. because . we may not 
trust them - I don' t. We make 
agreements with Gorba chev when 
it's in our national interest." 

Dole also was accompanied to To· 
peka by Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Io­
wa, whose organization in that state 
has been important in giving him a 
lead over Bush there. 

Grassley told the K'ansas Day au­
dience. "Bob Dole is one of us, and 
that has made an impact on Repub­
licans. De mocrats and indepen ~ 
dents ... 

Grassley also noted that " hun­
dreds of you may be going" to Iowa r 

before the caucuses there Feb. 8 to 
aid Dole in his campaign. He said 
Kansans may not want to hear that 
Iowa is first in growing corn or soy· 
beans or hogs, "but we're going to be 
the first state to put Bob Dole in the 
White House ... 

Two receptions preceded the Kan· 
sas Day banquet, one for those who 
have contributed at least $1 ,000 to 
the state party, and one for tho . .,. 
who gave at least $100 to the .state 
party. ·-..._ 

Tickets for the banquet were 
$27.50 for the dinner. which was 
held for the first time in Exhibition 
Hall at the Kansas Expocentre. 

Dole spoke before the dinner was 
served, then departed for Washing­
ton. 
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Firm aided by Dole staff is probed 
By James O'Shea 
Chicago Tri bune 

WASHINGTON- The FBI, the Smwl 
Busincs.' Administration and a congres­
sional committee nrc investigating 
whether EDP Entcrptiscs Inc., a Kansas 
minority-enterprise comptmy ovmed by a 
former aide to Senate Minority Leader 
Bob Dole, was a "front company" for 
white business people trying to profit 
from a $26 million no-bid federal con­
tract, sources said Monday. 

The House Small Busincs.' Committee 
is expecte-d to release Tuesday a memo 
that summari7.cs its investigation and rnis­
cs questions about the circumstances sur­
rounding the award of the contract 
which EDP won with the help of Dole's 
office, several congressional sources said. 

Meanwhile, an FBI agent 1111d a repre­
sentative of the Small -Business Admmis­
t.ration inspector gcncral's office examined 
documents involvin~ the contract at the 
administration's rct!lOnal office in Kansas 
City, according to congressional and Jus­
tice Department sources. 

The FBI has Jurisdiction to look at 
whether any crimmal Code violations may 
have occurred in connection with a feder­
al contract An inspector general for a 
federal agency examines the conduct of 
government officials involved in the 
award of such a contract. 

Several sources close to the congres­
sionw investigation say the committee is 
looking into the possibility that the EDP 
contract was similar to schemes in which 
front companies· run by minorities have 
been set up to win· Contracts that benefit 
behind-the-scenes business people who arc 
not minorities. 

Committee sources said the investiga­
tion is politic;ally sensitive because it cen­
ters on several people with strong tics to 
Dole, who is seeking the Republican pres­
idential nomination. Investigators have 
found no proof that Dole knew details of 
the EDP contract, the sources said, and 
Dale Tate, a spokeswoman for the Dole 
campaign, said the senator has not been 
contacted about an FBI investigation. 

The investigators arc examining how 
John Palmer, a former aide to Dole in 
his Kansas office, won a minority enter­
prise no-bid federal contract worth about 
$26 million. Palmer, who had no experi­
ence in the food service business, won the 
contract..to manage food service opera­
tions at the . .Fl LA:onard Wood Army 
base in Missouri in early 1986. Palmer 
and other members of the firm have de-
clined comment. · 

Dole's former national campaign fi ­
nance chairman, David Owen, a Kansas 
banker who also was an investment ad­
viser to a blind trust set up by Dole's 

wife , was a consultant to EDP and 
owned a food service distributing firm 
that sold nearly $500,000 worth of goods 
each year to EDP. The House Commit­
tee says it hos questions about sizable 
consulting fees paid to Owen, who se­
vered his tics to the Dole campaign two 
weeks ago. 

Sen. Dole's administrative assistant, 
Mike Pettit , contacted Smull Business 
Administration officials many times on 
behalf of the contract, government sourc­
es said. 

Owen said in an interview two weeks 
ago that he advised Palmer, who is black. 
on his plan to win the contract. Owen's 
business and Palmer's company share the 
same suite of offices in a building that is 
panially owned by Elizabeth Dole, a for­
mer U.S. transportation secretary who re­
signed to work full-time in her husband's 
campaign. 

Se~cral sources close to the Bouse 
Small Business Committee inquiry said it 
would question whether EDP officers and 
directors borrowOO money from EDP, a 
violation of Srnall Business Administra­
tion rules. 

Owen says that the facts will show that 
he conducted himself properly in his busi­
ness relationship with Palmer and when 
he was an investment adviser to Mrs. ion 1 
Dole's trust. Chicago Tribune, Tuesday, February 2, 1988 

, Bush }belittles Dole· 
{ as a Senate .leader 
i 
I By Philip Lentz 

Chicago Tribune 
NASHUA, N.H.-Vicc President 

George Bush took several indiret.1 
swipes at presidential rival Bob 
Dole Monday, criticizing his ideas 
for an oil import fcc and a federal 
budget frcczc and knocking Con-

I gress as "part of the problem." 
Though Bush did not mention the 

Senate minority leader by name, 
there was little doubt that Dole was 
his intended target. 

"I've run an essential government 
agency. I made more decisions run· 
mng the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the intelligence community in a 
week than I did in four years as a 
congressman from Texas," Bush 
told a Nashua Rotary Oub lunch­
con. 

Referring to Congress's refusal to 
pass a constitutional amendment 
authorizing a presidential line-item 
veto, Bush said, "Looking to Con­
gress for leadership in this area is 
simply hopeless." 

The vice pf!!Sident and the minor­
ity leader have been picking away at 
one another for weeks, like dentists 
searching for sensitive spots in 
teeth . They have battled about 
"leadership" before, and will likely 
return to the subject many times 
before the Republican convention 
this summer. 

Bush -sOught to com1>3re himself 
with !)ole by saying h1s record of 
owning a business in Texas and 
running, the CIA showed leadership 
cxpcriell(C, while the record of con­
gressional leaders has been found 
wanting. 

"Six of the 13 people running for 
president arc creatures of the Unit­
ed States Congress " Bush said. "I 
have great respect for the Congress, 
but I sometimes feel, as I do in this 
budgeting area, that Congress is a 
part of the PfObl\:m, not part of the 
answer, and I" Ulink the American 
people share that view. 

"The president's lf,t to oonsider 
the national interest, ' he continued. 
"Members of Congress have to con­
sider, by virtue of the job, the 
special interests. A president leads 
and I found as a member of Con­
~· that to some degree you fol · 

Bush put ~ . blame for pasoage 
bx Congress of an omnibus budget 
bill in December at Dole's doo'"'CI': 
"This instilutional breakdown '" 

purely and simply a failure of con­
gressionalleaderhlp." 

Bush also harshly critizcd the idea 
of an oil import fcc, a sensitive sub­
ject in a state such as New Hamp­
shire that is dependent on imported 
oil for home heating oil. 

Dole has said he would accept an 
oil import fcc to help close the fed­
eral ocficit 1111d make the country 
less dependent on foreign oil . 

But Bush said a $1 0-per-barrcl oil 
fcc would cost New Hampshire 
families an averngc of $900 a year. 

"We cannot become more and 
more dependent on forcl$n oil, but 
the way to go about that IS not sim­
ply raising everyone's home heating 
bill.': he told a living room crowded 
with people at a Hollis, N.H., farm . 

The vice president also criticized 
the notion of a federal spending 
freeze', which Dole has said would 
be the centerpiece of his plan to cut 
the federal deficit. 

Asked at the Rotary Oub about 
what he would do to fight drugs, 
Bush said, "One of the reasons I 
oppose . . . a straight freeze, while 
favoring a Rexible freeze, is I think 
in some areas like d~ interdiction 
we have to have addiuonal resourc­
es," Bush said. 

"So the straight freeze, where you 
freeze every account, sim~y doesn't 
accommodate the society s changing 
needs." 

In other camJJl!iw developments: 
e Bush. anil oolif:·eacn picked u 

about $6.3 million · fn . campaig~ 
contributions during thC:(last quarter 
of 1987, more than inany of the 
presidential candidates ! oollected all 
year. 
e Republican candidate Pat Rob­

ertson accused the Bush campaign 
of Watergatb-5tyle dirtY tricks as the 
battle over which candidate won the 
Michigan Republican primaries 
continued. He said the Bush forces 
were involved in "anti-Ouistian" 
bashing. 

e Rep. Jack ·Kemp of New Yor1< 
oontinued his attacks on Bush and 
Dole. ' calling them "double threats" 
to the Social Security system_ 

e Democrat Richard Gcphardt 
was said to hold a -·10-s)oint lead 
over Masaachusetll Gov. Michael 
Dukakis among 401 Democrats 
who ...:rc ibaibcd in Polls .. likdy 
·to attend the Iowa cauwscs next 
Monday. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas. 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu 


	xftDate: c017_roll1_410.pdf


