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By IRENE H. JEPSEN
‘*“‘Cause I like him." -

This is the answer Harry I..,"

Morgenstern gave to the ques”
tion, ““Why do you think the Bob
Dole of today would make a good
president?”

Harry Morgenstern first met
Bob Dole in January 1955, when
he was elected sheriff of Russell
County while Dole was county at-
torney.

“] didn't know Bob, and he
didn't know me."

Right after Morgenstern won
the office as sheriff, he met Dole
coming out of the Russell Court-
house. Dole reached out to shake
his hand and told the new sheriff,
“You know I didn't vote for you,
or help you any. I hope you won't
hold that against me.” “I said,
no. And that's how it started,”
Morgenstern recalled. g

These two men were meeting
for the first time and were to
spend the next four years
working closely together.

“In those years I found Bob:

Dole to do nothing unjustified as

county attorney. He was kind and
personable, but if a person was
wrong, they were wrong — no
matter who they were. Bob hated
to see children abused; that was
one thing that he didn't tolerate,
if he knew about it.

‘‘He was a great person. A good
personality, very neat, and
always got everything done. He
was businesslike, but had time
for everybody. He had a good
sense of humor, yet could be real
stern when he had to be.”

A sheriff and a county attorney
have to work together — must
work together. The sheriff
presents the case and evidence to
the county attorney, who then
presents the information to the
court for prosecution.

As an elected official, the
county attorney must take care of
all the county business, in all
legal aspects.

“And Bob Dole was the best
county attorney that Russell
County ever had. He never
neglected the county’s business.”

Asked if there ever was a
time that he as sheriff disagreed
with Dole as county attorney, if
not in action, at least in thought,
if they ever clashed or indulged in
power play, Morgenstern
answered, “No, and there were
very few days that I didn't see.
Bob. Our offices were right next
to each other and he worked late
at night, and I did too.”

“We didn't talk about our
personal lives. He didn't ask me

By KATHY BERDAN
The Daily Journal
Fergus Falls, Minn.
Sept. 3, 1987

There are plenty of people
willing to take Ronald Reagan’'s
place in the White House in 1988,
but Sen. Bob Dole says he's the
best candidate for rural America.

Dole said he knows more about
agriculture than any other candi-
date. He ‘‘understands real
people,” he said. He labeled
himself “*electable."

Although he hasn't officially
announced his candidacy, the
Kansas Republican said his cam-
paign for president has been
“‘doing well'' among farmers and
in small towns.

He told a crowd of more than
250 in Fergus Falls this morning
that his Midwest common sense
makes his views “‘fairly consis-
tent’ with theirs. A 27-year vet-
eran of Congress, Dole said he's
voted 11,000 times since he was
elected to go to Washington in
1961.

Dole said United States voters
want a ‘“hands-on president.”
The two most recent presidents,
Jimmy Carter and Ronald Rea-
gan, had little experience in the
nation’s capital.

“People want someone who
understands the system, some-
one who knows where the buttons
are and how the system works,"”
Dole said. He added that the
president should confer more
frequently with the leaders of
Congress.

The leaders of both the House
and the Senate should be consul-
ted before any covert action is
undertaken, Dole said.

“If you can't trust the leader-
ship, you're in tough shape,” he
said, adding, though, that he is
not criticizing President Reagan
for the Iran-Contra affair.

He drew upon his rural back-
ground, telling the Fergus Falls
crowd his father was proud to go
to work in overalls every day for
40 years. Dole was born in
Russell, Kansas, a county seat of
5.500 in west-central Kansas.

He said his campaign literature
is *“‘technically correct” when it
states he enlisted in the Army
during World War II. The draft
was getting close when he volun-
teered, he said.

Dole served in the mountains of
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Bob Dole has become known as
_one of the wittiest Republicans on

* Capitol Hill. His humor consists

mainly  of biting quips on a

variety of subjects — often his
own party. .
i On learning that Richard M.
R Nixon had taped all his White
- House conservations: ‘“Thank
[ whenever I was in the
Oval Office, I only nodded.”

On Nixon's offer of campaign
help in 1974: “I haven't invited.
him to stump for me, but I
wouldn't mind if Nixon flew over
the state.”

On authoring amendments:
“In 1971 I introduced a resolu-

it1s from the collections at the Dole Archives, Un
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

iversity of Kansas.
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