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May Be Right
for an Old Pro

SUMMARY: Someone will succeed
Ronald Reagan In the Oval Office,
and as far as Robert Dole Is
concerned, It ought to be him. The
Kansas senator has a strongly
conservative record, but
pragmatism and populism are
also Important aspects of his
politics. Dogging hls undeclared
candidacy Is the memory of 1978,
when his stinging wit left a bad
taste with some people.

l

en. Robert 1. Dole ol Kiansas

wants to be president. He has

tor a long time. He tried and

failed 1 1980, But now, fol-

lowing two years as the Sen-

ate’s very public and veny

powertul nigonty leader. he

thinks his time has come. The tirst thing he

tells his Republican audiences is that sonte-

Dbodv's time s coming. He knows that many

o them just have not quite accepted the Lict
the Reagan era s coming toa close.

“They e not gomy to leave the oflice
vacant,” he sivs to eveny cromd. “There
will be an clecuon”™ He pauses. “And
someone will succeed Ronald Reagan ™

With this context set. the next siep
sounds enmmently logical. He tells them he
is eninently qualified and enimently avaul-
able

He has some advantages. He s well-
known as the leading Republican i the
Senate and hushand of the seerctany ot
transportation. Name recognition alone is
enough to place im high i the early voter
preference polls,

He also has areal advantage these davs
Although the Tan-Contra al i has created
problems for all the Republican candidates.,
Ioappears o have hurt Vice President
George Bush the most. When the stony
broke. Dole caught and even passed Bush
n the carly cavcus and primary state polls,

" As the dust settles, they are sull running

close. But inside the Capital Beliway, Dole
Is increasingly considered the min o beat
for the Republican nomination.

This makes Bob Dole i man o watch,
and he s domng all he can o make sure
people watch. He has not announced for-
mually. but he is running for the Republican
presidential nomimation. and running hard

He opens most speeches now with a
recap of the big Highway Bill Veto baule
he fought and lost in March with many of
the voters in keenly politicized Towa and
New Hampshire watching on television.

“1 was summoned to the White House
by the president.” he says, “He was stand-
ing there with the secretary of transporta-
tion. And he said. *“Would you like to help
us on this bill?" Well. what was 1 going 10
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“I've been advised by people T have a lot of respect
for not to play the vision game. As soon as you have
vour vision. the press is going to dismantle it.

After a speech in Council Bluffs, Towa: Being well-known

the mold expected ot candidites . Media
punchits e Dole supporters alike have
Peen denmanding of i a “vision™ abong
the Ties of the Reagan revoluton o Rep
Lich Remp's tenassance of supply sude
COOTONTICS

I Hsswonth sand absodutels o, aomd wan
vl pesset stgele or contiol ol the
camparen Dole o sand he settled on s
\-IIH[‘.I;"H et
cotteetittating on Dole's mterests amd i
these o the visoanies

Lot e well sowome tung - 1 Hswonth
savs, Ransas e thohenme i s eve "One
tune that 1wl coaranted sonn, o that s
that Prode sl mon be packagad as a0 can

Pecase T lsworth s

Jndate o he o walb net e mamipulated as a
candudate There hune been alot of people
Wiy o fant vl !l]\'ll e -l||\1 \'”\-|_:\ vy
B paw haze i and v b nampalate
I bk thes theueht e oughit to be B
it sl not appens T promise
IYode st sans ey
ae been advised by people T have o
ot ol pespedt o et B plas the vision
canmic s he sanvs UNOE AT s soon s o
vy v viswon, the Press b gore e
disiantle ar tor sou And then, O this s
the sy s vision ™ Soc then sou sav, "Well
. | . " W [
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hase the Dale plans on the coonoms. on the
deta. on monckary pohicy, all
Floss ama] Sittetent™ Wh

s

a major advantage.

happen it 1 eotelected. mother words * Sa
wo Il have all that statt ™

Sunply, Pole s rannmg as the man w b
cets thimes done . apros anespent. o pol
and i all thes there s mphant cntcsim
ol the amteanshness with whinch the Rea
cant e s cone about nam ol s daties
Sull, when all thar st 077 el e Dole
ageide b omay surprese some people
Phomeh Be s o rock nibbed Mdwestem
coservatine. i goend standimye wothe e
Republican Parts s iehe womg ad 1 biscal
mehtwad, there s a0 popubist sude w s
|k-|thn

¢oawontld not e Wall
Steet preswdent A
Lage pant ol st
ttide cormes o s
e stnieeles wath ol
aersits d s e
e people who were
o and out theouge b ne aadten then own
Weltare queen ohes would disappear trom
the Whinte House
INGST e savss T onever hane bougeli
that Pincan. Fhink there are g lot ot people
whoay hase nade iton then own Ldon
stzzest that somie of these vers good von
TERYENINTA :
Hat sonmie people for mans. nuany reasons
e beable e do that Navhe
e eale \!“._I\. -'!'n"- !
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anve the opportumiy. Masbe they didn’t eet
the break that 1ot or vou got or somebody
Clse ol

“1thik conservatism s thing that
means ditferent things 1o ditterent people
For some people 1t's votng agamst cival
rights bills 1 think qust the apposite. My
VICW IS e |K‘l!p||.' Irecdonm, FIAh them an
opportunity, give them o chanee. let them
vote Chhers. it means cconomie pohiey o
athers s strong detense And Fshare those
Do mterpretations

“And others, Fdont sav s intentional
butat's o ol a desrezand 1or the poor IS
not hecatse sou're callous. but vou think
they ought 1o e able o work it out o
themselves Welll T ik they e night in
somie cses o know, v ig been county
attornes all those vears and secimneg the poor-
est people. sow could see [them| come oll
the nghwan s, sleeping mthen cars at might
with the clildren. And there were honieless
Isears agos They justdidn’t show ap here
on the srates, And the sad cases that 1 be
called imon Late at mieh on the ndidle o1
the meht amd have o eet the Red Cross o
aive them enough money o buy cnough
s b et B the nest lowp

Sog Pdon thnow | think there are ot
of those thimes that certamly may have an
et o sou IE souTe soomsensitive
things ke it don’t have any mipact. wihin,
1S pretts bl

Does that make b the most dreaded
ol all creatires 1o the wdeolozical Repub
Iean I think o certam
extent, he crants T mean, oot gomg
o surender ponaiple Bat T think some
tmes vou hove o be tesible, and 1 think
that ~ vne ol the president™s streneths that
he doesn't 2ot credin tor Ronald Reagan i
Aeonservatine, but he's alseo smart enough
o ko that soure better ol toeet 'H)
pereent o the pre than eet none ol o

But tost vou have toeer elected. il
Pole s starting oft by putting hus best oot
orward: s itetime of public servaice ma
vaneny of otfices. He tanks the country s
tred o vistonanes and outsiders promisimg
tershahe up Woshimgzton and work nnracles
He thinks they e ready o a0 seasoned
e wher can manage the store

Fawent o lunch sesterday with sone
ol these CHO npes uand, bov, that'™s what
they were talkimg about expenence You
hiow, the government 1 thimk oghtly o
wronghv the percepiion s that Jimnn
1 ' \ sttt 1 |
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s be Reagan was another sovernor and
A outsider Ad 1 ik the pendalum s

I Poeel s War e d oo bty
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 as this one in Manchester, he tells why he wo

say? | said, “Sure.”

The veto pickle wis a ough one Tor
Dole and all Republican ks makers from
the West and Midwest. There wis money
n the bill for their states. and it contained
authorization for states (o raise the speed
liomt on interstate highways from 35 mph
to 65 mph. Everyvbody with a fhivver or a
motor scooter in the wide open West wanis
that new speed: indeed. Republicans pro-
posed the change in the first place.

But Reagan had denounced the bill as a
budget buster because of some ol the proj-
ects it He was asking for Republican
lovalty in the fice of a Democratic Party
juggemaut. And Dole s campiigni
against budget busting and the federal defi-
cit. He s also campaigning as a Repub-
hean. So he supported the president and
now denounces the budget busters and
praises the president. Then. at some point
alter this. he cracks: 1 would have brought
Elzabeth with me tonight. but she’s out
there changing all those highway signs”

I's not that good a joke. but people
laugh outrageously. They cateh the quip.
And he has made his pomnt He's against
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body ke myvselt” Then he adds: “Even
more than Bush. because Bush has been
more ol a ceremomal plaver. He hasn't
been a policymaker.” He offers another im-
phcit enticism ol o pany tenet rival
Kemp's cconomic theories of low tixes,
unlettered markets and automatic eco-
nomie growth whenever he mentions the
tederal budget deticit. “Ies not going o go
awiay. And ivs not gomg o grow away.”

Dole takes quite serously some studies
done with focus groups in lowa and New
Hampshire in which the subjects discussed
uormally whit they want in the nesi pres-
wdent, " The bottom hine was that the Amer-
wan voters are lookmg lor a hands-on tvpe
ol candidate for president, somebody who
understands the government. somebody
who knows how to mike 10 work. some-
body who would be sensitive w the needs
of the American people. And 1 think that's
really gomg to be the battleground in the
next several months.”

Then he explams o his histeners why he
s that Kind of candidiate. ~“ve been i the
Congress now lor over i guarter of i cen-
wry.” he tells a Swoux City audience, eight
vears i the House and onomy I8t vear i
the Senate. During that tme. 1've been on
the Agnculture Commuttee all that time.
cight vears in the House and all the time in
the Senmate. ve also been charmim ol the
Finance Commuittee. which deals with -
sues like taxation, estate taxes. Medicare.
Medicaid, unemployment compensation,

g
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The'courthouse: Birthplace of a career
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big spending bills and for local needs and
strong for faster driving.

A neat trick. and one he pulls on vinu-
ally every issue and with consistent suceess
even among the most sophisticated audi-
ences. Amd it s necessany, o, lor Bob
Dole 1w be tor and aganst the president at
the same e For Reagan has become an
issue. His Tetlon has peeled seriousy inthe
Tran-Contra Tap. Analysts and candidates
think there may be a general backlash tha
could hurt amy Repubhican runnimg ot
as oserous as the Watergate burmimg they
ook in 1976 but sull & problem.

Robert | Ellsworth, Dole's ciumpengn
nanager. pomts o the fact that Dole has
one ol the best records i Congress for
supporting the president and say s, “Reagan
has done a ot ol wondertul things tor this
country.” But he also points out: "Dole’s
been through i lot of presidents, and when
he feels he can ofler some constructine
suggestions to the president Je g disagree
ment]. he doesn’t hesitate o do so. That's
part of his responsibility.”

Dale s more given to hoping it swill all
poaway. "Ny view s L think we haven’t

[)DIE’ and

Secial Seeurity. i whole host of issues that
I think are important to all the people here
todkiny

“While on the ag commitiee. 1 owas
Chanrman of the wheatand teed gruns [sub-
committee]. ranking member of that o
vears. | oalso served as chiarmian ol the
nutrition [subcommittee]. nenbe not o
commuttee that many people here really
care about, but it deals with prograns that
atleet low-meome Amernicans. We dealt
with the WIC program [which helps with
the nutnition needs of pregnant women and
mbanis], we dealt wath the school lunch
progream. we dealt wath the food - stanp
progrium

Fhen he really prles on the guahitica-
tons Incaddimon o those responsibilinies.
Ive also bad the honor and privilege o be
the Republican leader mothe Senate. And
in that position sou et to deal with every -
thing. Even some things you may not swant
to deal wath, whether w's loreign policy o
tax pohiey or domestic policy or trade de
cits or federal deticits or visming digmitaries
and leaders”

MeanwInle. other than pushimg his ey
perience. the things Dole talks about come
across more s topies than issues. the pre-
dictable hstor things wrong in Washington,
the nation and the world

He begmns wath the federal budget den
cit. Since it was Dole as Semate [RIRTIRNIAS
leader who pushed through Reagan's 1951
tax cuts, this one s tnicky, but he handles
ithy simply saving they niy have gone oo
far and 1v's me w call whalt The validin
of his choiee of issue s suggested by the
fact that this s the st question rased Trom
the audience m e ol the own mectings
he holds with voters

s oo o belies e thoat 1 sone e
A stamd nldien
youre somg o have o msist that the newt
president put hus prestige on the ine inoan
ettor o reduce the tederal defren” he sins
Cles 823 nlhon Now, that Heare's o

[AT

hvalien ol o

reached quite a point vet. but I would guess
mn another three or four months it's not
going o make much difference o fan au-
dience] how much time T spemnd talking
about: Ronald Reagan.” he savs. “They
wimnt you to talk about Bob Dole and what
Bob Daole’s gomg 1o do, because they 've
cot o decide. not on Ronald Reagan's past
but on somebody else™s tutare ™

nd that, perhaps, s the

sthver himng i the -

pact that the Iran-Con-

tracallaur has had on Re-

publican candidiates fon

president. they cannit

simply act ke Reagan

clones but must make the case tor them-

selves. T think vou're going 1o see most ol

LS 1w Illg N OUE oW, 1l ll'_\l.”}.‘ [(}] Illll;\l,'

Reagan an issue but tnving o get people o

focus onus.” says Dole, “As T heep sayving.,

one ol us might get elected. You ought 1o
hnow what we stand for”

The chiel issue e his campaign night

now s whether there should be o central

st as Washington tres o toree Dole into

o
with Howard Greene (left) and chief of staff Sheila Burke

lrge s almost meaningless. But here's
another Bigure: we're paving about 8200
billion i vear i onterest on the debt, which
15 more than b cost o run the govermment
i the carly 1960< We could do s Ton Jor
Larmers, s lot tor students, oot fon alot ol
peaple semor citizens, disabled Amer
wans, people who can't ind work 1l we
weren't pasing S200 hilhon moimierest on
the delw ™

The tst thing he would do ot elected.
he savss woukd be o call aomeetng of all
the top leaders of both parties i Congress
and a1t down and grapple with the detwn
until they come up with a program o con
trol it

Irde s the next thing he mentions.
the senous imbalance: between what the
Unted States exports and w hat it buys from
abroad - At onee he supports the president
i does not sound too ditterent from Dem
wcratie enties ol the Lusses - Lore adnnn
Istration

“Our markets should be open and coun
tres should hive access where l|1k‘} ecom
petitne o owr markets. where that coun
s s nrkets are open toous and we hine
aceess where we're competitne. But s
sol to be o bwosway street. and that's the
dithieulty we're havang nght now ™

Daole renmnds audiences that the coumn
s ok ab war anvw here and prases Pres
ient Reagan'™s detense baldup He also
prases the Strategic Detense Initsative and
sav s s responsible for brimging the Sovy
cis warms talks But he also likes torenund
adiences of the danger and the need bor a
hard bargamer o continue when Reagan
leanves

“let's remember who we e dealig
with across the table i Geneva,” he telis o
e e o) rchieees T \‘I""I M
AT Ihese e the peophe wh
hooby-trapped oss out of arplianes i Al
chamstan so they waill blow the anns and
T ot Nrehomstm chaldren

“Hdontrust the leadership ot the Soviet
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