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University officials congratulate Dole for his role In securing a $9 million grant for the new Human Development Center.

mate\ Dave Owen says, can be
**meangr than a junkyard dog."

Still| Dole knows where he came
from, He has watched senators catch
Potomac fever by spending too much
time on national issues at the expense
of their home state. And he has seen
them booted out of office. **I want to
guard against that,”" Dole said. **I go
home a lot. T don't want to be per-
ceived as just a national figure."'

Dole and his staff aggressively re-
mind Kansans about his efforts for the
state. Recently, for example, he per-
suaded the Senate Armed Services
Committee to restore funding for the
B-1 bomber wing at McConnell Air
Force Base near Wichita; convinced
administration officials to retain Kan-
sas City's status as a federal regional
center; met with GM ofticials to pre-
sent Kansas® case for the Saturn auto-
mobile plant: appointed several
Kansans, including University of Kan-
sas graduates, to posts in the Senate;
and worked with Kansas bankers on
the administration’s farm credit plan.

KU gets noticed too. Dole, who
participated in basketball and track at
the University before joining the
Army, mancuvered support for a $9
million appropriation to build KU's
new human-development center that
will aid disabled persons.

Dole's involvement with the Uni-
versity has changed over the years as
Dole himself has changed. During stu-
dent protest days, a KU insider re-

members, ‘‘There was a tension
between Dole, the faculty and stu-
dents. That has changed dramat-
ically.”* Added KU's Washington
lobbyist, Jerry Waters: *‘I think he's
better now, in terms of his willingness
to do things, than he's ever been.”
Dole has received the Distinguished
Service Citation from the University
and its Alumni Association.

One of Dole's closest Kansas
friends and advisers is former Chan-
cellor Archie Dykes, now an insur-
ance executive in Topeka. A

_of the board_of trustees of
Foundation, Dykes recently has been
helping Dole hire a full-time

1o raiser for thefoundation.

he Washington-based founda-
ion’s” existenicecan be traced
to Dole’s roots in ssell. In-

eighbors, who chipped in to help wit

his medical bills when he returned to
western Kansas in 1947, Dole started
the foundation two years ago. Begin-
ning this fall, the foundation will
award grants to non-profit groups sub-
mitting proposals that create jobs for
disabled persons. It seeks to create
50,000 new jobs by 1995. To get
underway, $20 million will be required
during the next five years. Dole plans
to spend as much time as he can
raising money.

*“The problem is. I don’t have any

time,"" he said. The foundation fund-
raising ‘*has been a little slow, and it's
probably my fault."*

Dole always has been able to juggle
several balls at one time, but he faces
weighty responsibilities and chal-
lenges in the 1980s. Beyond leading
the Senate, retaining the Republican
majority in 1986 and winning his own
re-clection, Dole also casts an eye
toward presidential politics. Already,
Vice President George Bush, Rep.
Jack Kemp and former Sen. Baker are
preparing for the 1988 campaign, and
Elizabeth Dole is a vice-presidential
candidate in her own right. Unlike the
others, Dole will wait until after the
1986 election before he decides.

**I think Dole can wait because he
has a couple of advantages,'’ says
Charlic Black, an Alexandria, Va.,
political consultant to Reagan, Dole
and North Carolina Sen. Jesse Helms.
**First, he knows people all over the
country, and he doesn’t really have to
start from scratch. Second, as majority
leader, the biggest part of his political
‘fortunes rests on what happens right
here in Washington. He's on the na-
tional news all the time, and if he does
a good job as leader and gets credit for
that, that enhances his political reputa-
tion more than anything else.’

Dole, who aborted his 1980 presi-
dential bid early, faces some obstacles
to the presidency. He isn't up to speed
on all aspects of foreign policy, al-
though he has been more vocal this
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If he wins another term, Dole must decide whether he will enter the contest for the 1988 Republican presidential nomination.

year than ever, opposing Reagan'’s trip
to Bitburg, observing arms control
talks in Geneva and urging the presi-
dent to impose a trade embargo on
Nicaragua. In addition, conservatives

within his own party openly complain >

that Dole isn't conservative enough;/
Kemp and other supply-side Republit

cans have been at odds with Dole over

his past advocacy of tax increases. But
as Dole and others close to him noted,
if he leads the Senate in keeping the
deficit down and the economy rolling,
some of the criticism about him may
evaporate.

**As majority leader, fighting for

" the president’s program, it's conceiv-

able that by the time 1988 rolls
around, Bob Dole could be Reagan's
champion in the Senate, in which case
he [Dole] becomes the conservative,"’

says David A. Keene, an Alexandria, /

Va., political consultant.

Dole usually parries questions abafit
1988, reflecting in part his preoccupa-
tion with 1986 but also his uncertainty
about whether he'll seek the GOP
nomination. ‘'l don't know what I'll
be doing [in 1988],"" said Dole, who
calls the modest outdoor area outside
of his Kansas office in Washington
**my Rose Garden."’

Answers may come after the No-
vember 1986 election. Assuming that
Dole is re-elected to a fourth term and
that the Republicans retain control of
the Senate, he will decide whether to
continue as majority leader for another

two years or to step down and devote
more time to the 1988 campaign. The
campaign finance laws, which effec-

“"make-or-break Iowa caucus and New
Hampshire primary, make it difficult /

and perhaps impossible for Dole-to

—campaign-for president and run the

Senate.

**If we keep control of the Senate in
1986, then he's got a very big decision
to make,"" Black said. ‘*His decisio
will be tougher than the others.""

.\
hatever happens to Dole in
)¢, one thing is

1/ He won't take

too seriously.-Few

" lawmakers possess his quick-witted

and clever demeanor. The trait was
learned from his father, Doran, a
western Kansas grain-elevator man-
ager who found humor to be a tonic
because, as Dole's brother, Kenneth,
said, **It's boring in this part of the
country. A joke kind of helped the
morale."’

One often-quoted Dole.joke was
told at a Washington social function
where he referred to three former
presidents, Jimmy Carter, Gerald
Ford and Richard Nixon, as *‘see no
evil, hear no evil and ... evil.”’

Many of Dole's best jokes are those
he makes on the spur of the moment.
Explaining Gov. Carlin’s decision not

t:foe]l/rgu_iw candidates—Spend.
two Oor more years preparing for the

~ate broken."

to oppose him in 1986, Dole said:
**The governor called me, and 1 was
out buying a new suit. He called me
back and said, ‘I decided 1 won’t run
for the Senate in 1986." So | went out
and bought two new suits.”" After his
wife and his daughter, Robin, sur-
prised him with a miniature schnauzer
named Leader on the __gley he was
elected majority leader, Dole said the
dog was *‘House broken, but not Sen-

In a serious moment with reporters
at the GOP convention in Dallas,
where temperatures were above 100
degrees every day, Dole was asked
whether there was anything reporters
should be watching for that night when
he and his wife were to address the
convention in prime time. *'Stay in-
doors.”” he replied. “'It's hot out
there."” —

Dole’s caginess is one of the lessons
learned from the 1976 campaign,
when he and President Ford suffered a
heartbreaking defeat. Aiming his
sharp wit at himself, he analyzed the
race: ‘‘President Ford was supposed
to take the high road, and | was sup-
posed to go for the jugular. And I
did—my own."’ e

But Bob Dole, master politician,
won't make the same mistake
twice. &

Stephen C. Fehr has reported on Kansas
politics from Topeka and Washington for
The Kansas City Times since 1978.
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The man who would be president

Sen. Robert Dole
can picture himself
in the Oval Office

ASHINGTON - When

Sen. Robert J. Dole of

Kansas walks Into his

elegant suite of Capitol

Bullding offices. he com-

mands altention. At 62, standing erect Ina
finely tallored gray sull. he exudes energy
and intensity. Dole, the Senate majority
leader. doesn’t have the use of his right
arm so he extends his left hand in greeting.
Later, sitting in his inner sanctum, he
lalks about his handicap. the result of
World War Il wounds. Discharged as an
Army captain In 1948. Dole came home
from the war completely paralyzed. He

spenl three years in hospitals and Is a sym-

pathetic ter of the h

Dole has a Bronze Star with oak leafl clus-

ter and two Purple Hearts

After 25 years in Washington, Dole. one
ol the most powerful of senators. still
shows signs of his humble beginnings in
Kansas After three terms In the House of
Representatives, and now In his third Sen-
ale term. Dole has the reputation for not
yielding to pressure Lactics or surrendering
to the Ities of Washing In this
noon conversation, Dole says he would like
to run for President in 1988 In 1976, he
was the Republ vice presidential can-
didate on the Gerald Ford ticket

Dole was born in Russell. Kan  atiend
ed the University of Kansas and was grad
uated from the University of Arizona In
1952, after military service. he was gradu
ated magna cum laude from Washburn
Municipal University in Topeka with a de
gree in law He has been married for 10
vears to Elizabeth Dole. President Ronald
Heagan's secretary ol transportation

{3

“1 like 1o finish things If you let things
o which Is certainly the tendency around
this town. I's Christmas | don 1 hke pro
fecls hanging around | like to keep the
tramn running

"I rome from a competitive familv We
were poor We did odd jobs | delivered pa
pers | mowed lawns | worked in the har
vest fields Then there were the chores at
home. like doing the dishes | was always
iwvolved 1 hard work So weve my g

ents :

“Bul In college. | didn’t work as hard as
| should My grades reflecied a lazyv sty
dent. a C-student In college. though. | wan
ed on lables and delivered milk a1 5 a.m
By then, the work ethic was ingrained Bui
| also went to a lot of parties | just didn 't
apply mysell. | had a lot of fun Bul. aficr
the war. | changed Thai's when | applied
mysell to my sludies

“When | was In hospitals there wen
periods | thought | was defeated I eon
trolied those feelings of defeal by trying 1o
cheer up other patients. men with no legs
And | searched for a miracle cure lo resiore
{he use of my arm. | went to different dix
tors in different cities.

“Finally. | found a doctor in Chicage a
man who put It all on the table for me He
said straight out: ‘Certain things will never
be normal * He was a great orthopedic spe
cialist and he was willing to do what he
could. He operated on me seven limes and
never teok any money. He Lried 1o makr
my hand functional. He relieved some of

the pain In my back. But I still have a hand
thal doesn’t work

“When you're in pain. they give you

Tvne 19, ngs
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Dole: The man who would be president

@ DOLE
Cantinued from Page 61

“"Some people think ['ve
changed | think I've just been no-
ticed. | came to Congress, al a
37. from rural Kansas. | didn’t fo-
cus on civil rights or human
rights. But I've been around
bright people for a long time. And
I've kepl my ears open So I've
grown philosophically.

“l hope the public thinks of
politicians as normal human be-
Ings with faults. But | know a lot
of people have a cynical concept of
politiclans. Ask the average tax-
payer il a congressman gets paid
too much, and the answer Is al-
ways, ‘yes.’ |'ve given up debaling
the issue that politiclans are un-
derpald. You can’t win. We have
talenied people dealing with bil-
hons of dollars in programs and
they get an annual salary of
§70.000 Politicians are viewed
differently from chief executive of-
ficers In the private sector. Politi-
cians are expected to deal with
more problems seven days a week
for less money.

“I'm surrolinded by powerful
women. My wife 15 one of them. |

| don’t have the hang-up that fe-
| males are less than males. My
| first wife from whom he was di-
| vorced was an occupational

therapist. Elizabeth is in the Cabi-
net. We are a (wo-career couple
but actually she outranks me.

“'We Iry 1o avold bringing our
problems home. She’s disciplined
aboul that. But I've taughi her
how to really let go of things. 1 tell
b'elr umdo that chew on bones
all day don’t make progress. She
comes from a family of perfection-
Ists. They dwell on Imperfections
forever. Imperfections go away
after a day or two. You just have
to Ignore them.

“A lol of people want to suc-
ceed but they don’t succeed. May-
be it’s because they stomp on peo-
ple to get where they're going. Poll-
tics Is tough. Every time you think
you're headed for the top, there's
somebody out there to deflate you.
That isn't all bad. It's what makes
you keep your perspective.

“You can work hard and not k
win. That's the thing. But it's Im-
possible to win all the time. You
have to accept the fact you can
make mistakes. Some people don't |
like to admit they're capable of
making mistakes. !

“I have common sense. When |
have to make a decision. | agonize
over It, brood. Sometimes | wish
didn’t have lo make that decision.
I reflect on it. | know the buck
slops somewhere. I'm a leader so |
make the decision. If you're right,
you're right. If you're wrong, you
start over. That's how | make
peace with mysell

try to work thi

L -

in a pickle. I'm Introsp:
“Without peace of mind, you're ::::n:, mumbhlm;l'lnhumhm:
) iy out myself. Eliz-
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here. | like to see the people who
heiped me get
dead but | still remember them |

started. Some are

-

~To succeed. you need a burning smbition ™

morphine and Demerol If vou think abeai
how much you hurt. It huris mare S |
tried not to think about my own pamn o
this day. | have difficulty buttomng b
tons That is what has taught me patine e
Toget 1t down, | have to do it slowly And |
can't dreas myself in the dark | have (o ser
the hole to get the button through the hut
tonhole People lend o lake the simples:
things for granted

“Let me tell you about power You can !
lake yourself too seriously You have o ac
cepl criticism. even if 1t hurts Sometimes
the critics may be right Bul 10 succeed
vou need a burning ambition I'm not talk

i aboul the kind of ambition where you
run over prople | m talking about insistent
ambition. the feeling you haie 1o accom:
phsh vour goals

Im a reabist enpeeially aboul myeell
Plivsialiv  there are some things | can |
d | don | pretend. ever, (o beheve | could
st aered 1 enmpetilive sports Thoae doors
are 1 ket it some doors are open 1 d ke
et e premiderne sy 1 d like Lo win the
nonunaton L runming for the Senate
again In s Hul ‘KA s . W my
health s gea? s | will be a rontender In
the Kepulblin g Par
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abeth can’t u nd why I'm
not uptight about certain prob-
lems. | always give myself time to
cool ofl.

“Ilike to get back to my roots. 1
like to see where | came from (o get

like to go back home. to Kansas
because 1here are people there
who have known me a long. long
lime. Some people there even call
me ‘Bobby." They accept me fu
me They don’t care particularl
about my being a senator
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