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Fineman: Would you think that Buffalo
might be a good place to try an experiment
in that?

Dole: Buffalo, Kansas?
Fineman: New York.

Dole: There are a lot of Buffaloes around,
but that ought 1o be a good spot. And |
could name another one, 1wo, or maybe
three more. One in Tennessee, one in
Texas, one in Kansas and one in Connec-
ticul.

Povich: One of the other things the presi-
dent talked about in his State of the Union
were proposals that have come up a number
of times on a Constitutional amendment
for a balanced budget. Do you see any fire
for that one?

Dole: There should be a lot of fire. It would
be my view that a lot of Democrats who
have opposed the Constitutional amend-
ment on the theory that it might help
Ronald Reagan get reelected can be objec-
tive about it now because he is not going to
run again. There could be a Democrat in
the White House some time soon—hopeful-
ly, not 100 soon—so it*is not a political
issue. It ought to be passed, and | would
hope some of the Democrats would think
about it seriously, as well as the line item
velo.,

Povich: Doesn't it strike you as somewhat
of a dichotomy for a man who comes up to
Capitol Hill with $180 billion in-the-red
budget to ask for a balanced budget amend-
meni?

Dole: You have to shift gears fairly quickly
on that one, but the president is good at
that. And, again, he is looking at history.
He is not looking at his administration
because, by the time you had a balanced
budget amendment passed by three-fourths
of the states, it could take two, three, or
four years before it is implemented. So, |
commend the president for pushing for it.
It is not going to help his administration,
but it's going to help whoever may be in the
White House in "88 and beyond, Democrat
or Republican.

Maer: Are you still planning on a vote next
week on [White House Counselor] Ed
Meese's nomination [for U.S. attorney
general]?

Dole: 1 would hope to take it up on Tuesday
and have a vote on Wednesday.

Maer: How do you think his credibility and
his ability to serve as attorney general will
be affected—assuming he is approved by
the Senate—by all of the serious ethical
questions raised during the course of the
past year?

Dole: | would take a look at the source of
some of those who raised the questions. |
mean, il everybody questioned everyone's
ethics, there wouldn't be anybody left in the
Capitol. So, I don't think it will have any
big impact. My view is there were legitimate
questions—most of them were legitimate,
some | think were just politics—but I don't
see it having any impact. Ed Meese is a fine
man. He will be confirmed with a big mar-
gin. 1 think he is going to demonstrate to his
critics as well as his supporters, that he will
be a very good attorney general.

Maer: Do you think he will run the Justice
Department any differently because of
what he went through?

Dole: When you have been grilled as long as
he has, when you Have been waiting a year
to be attorney general, when you have had
thousands of questions thrown at you, you
are going to be very sensitive, He has in-
dicated in his testimony that had he looked
at it now as opposed to then, he might have
done it differently. So, 1 assume all of us
would react that way.

Fineman: Senator, why is there such a dif-
ference beiween those in the Republican
Party who emphasize growth is the way
out, and those who want to cut the deficit?
Why the difference?

Dole: | am not certain there is a difference.
I think there are those who would like to
create a difference between some of the
House Republicans, and | would guess
nearly every Senate Republican. We all
believe in growth. We want to expand the
economy, but we also believe—and maybe
it's because we are in the majority—that
growth is fine. Another way to gel more
growth is to get the deficit down. This

brings in a lot of tough votes some members
would rather not have, but | do not really
see that difference. | think there are those
who would say there is a difference, and
that somehow Senate Republicans are the

**0Old Guard."" | do not sce anything *0ld |

Guard'" about wanting to have a balanced
budget. | never considered Dwight Eisen-
hower to be an Old Guard. He worried
about a $2 billion deficit, now we're wor-
ried about $200 billion a year.

Fineman: You have been called, among
other things, the ‘‘tax collector of the
welfare state’” by some of those House
Republicans you are referring to. Are they
being irresponsible?

Dole: Oh, | do not believe so. I mean, | do
not agree with that statement. | think the
fellow who called me that said he was going
to stop saying things like that. He is going
to try to clean up his act, at least in public.

Fineman: At least on the record.

Dole: | think it is a little amusing when you
look at all the tax reform we in the Senate
did in '82 and '84, condemned by some
House Republicans who now want to be the

big tax reformers. Maybe they can justify |

that. They do not have to justify it to me
because I believe in tax fairness and reform.
But | do not really see this big difference
between the Conservative Opportunity So-
ciety and all other Republicans. They are
not any different than the rest of us. They
have to get elected. They are bright, young
guys and gals for the most part. We are glad
they are Republicans,

Povich: You're now talking about putting
Yogether a package, on the Republican side
of the Senate, for deficit reduction by
sometime in March,

Dole: 1 hope so. | do not have any date or
else they're going to say, “‘Uh-oh, they
didn’t meet that date.""

Povich: President Reagan says a president
should never say never. Assuming that a
|Senate] majority leader also should never
say never, at what point will you consider
something on the revenue side?

Dole: On that point, | just think there is no
reason to clutter up the argument with any
thought about a tax increase. It is not going
to happen. The last resort is a long, long way
away and, il we start even hinting about
revenue increases, it is going to take the
pressure off spending restraint. So the presi-
dent is going to call the shot on that, The
American voters called it in November. 0
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& 0ss, I'M READY to go to work,”
aeuphoric Sen. Bob Dole told
President Reagan by tele-

phone after his cliff-hanging election
as Scnate Majority Leader last No-
vember. Moments later, however,
asked by reporters about his forth-
coming relations with the White
House, he commented, “Obviously,
we’ll have some differences.”
Dole’s victory gave Ronald Reagan
his first real rival in the Republican
Party since Reagan's nomination for
President in 1980. The tall, dark
Kansan—considered the “uncrowned

Not since Lyndon Johnson
has Capitol Hill se
anything like the pol
skill and tenacity of thy
shrewd, tart-tongue;
Senator from Kansas. B
is this good news or bay
for Ronald Reagan

Strongman in the Senate
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king of the Senate” before receiving
the mantle—may become the first
Majority Leader to run for the Presi-
dential nomination since Lyndon B.
Johnson in 1960. Even if Dole
doesn't run, many believe he will
surely be the most dominant Con-
gressional operative since LBJ
reigned supreme during the 1950s.
The differences between Presi-
dent Reagan and the new Majority
Leader are significant. While Rea-
gan is committed to supply-side tax
reduction, Dole—one of the most
powerful Senate Finance Commit-

186

185

he Senate Republicans’ pree

tive strike on President Reagan’s

fiscal 1986 budget seems to be
fizzling. For now, Bob Dole (R-Kan.),
the Senate’s new majority leader, has
lost his gamble to prove with a sing
stroke that he could persuade his oft
unruly GOP colleagues to make difficull
choices on the deficit. ““A majority lead-
er has to do a lot of little things every
day to be a good leader,” says one
Dole aide. “But if he blows it on the
budget, he looks like he's lost control.”"

Dole's situation probably isn't

dire, but his first month on the job
been anything but successful. Unal
to force GOP conservatives to accept
freeze in military appropriations, he
failed to meet his self-imposed Feb.
deadline to produce a plan to cut the’
deficit to $98 billion in 1988. Moreover,
Dole faces a filibuster threat from
farm-belt senators, who promise to
block all legislation until Dole brings to
the -floor an_expensive_rescue bill_to
help debt-ridden farmers (page 124).
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" military cuts and tax hikes, and GoP
moderates seem as likely as ever to
| join the Democrats in opposing social-
_ program cuts. Indeed, as Dole passes
" the budget. problem on to Senate Bud-
_ get Committee Chairman Pete V. Do-
menici (R-N.M.), the only budget the
Senate may produce will be a biparti-
measure with fewer spending cuts
than " either the Reagan proposal or
" Dole's original goal.
| Dole will no doubt win his share of
| legislative battles. He intends to push
" legislation to overturn a U. S. Supreme
Court decision that narrowly defined
federal discrimination laws. He will .
usher several environmental bills
through the Senate and may win pas-
sage of an elusive bill to rewrite the
nation's immigration laws: But even he
admits the best prize of all would be a
budget coup. “I don't know that I'd

The wisecracking Kansan faces the
same problems that plagued his prede-
cessor, Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.).
Republican conservatives won't buy

like to be known as the guy who saved
the budget,” he says, “but, as Vince
Lombardi once said, it sure beats com-
ing in second.”

tece chairmen of all time during his
four-year tenure there—is an old-
fashioned balanced-budget Republi- |
can not averse lo tax Increases.
(Characteristically, he has carefully
left his options open on tax reform.)
And while Reagan remains a dedi-
cated foe of the liberal agenda, Dole
has become a pragmatist, often sup-
porting an expanded role for govern-
ment. This, combined with his
propensity for tax increases, has led
conservative firebrand Rep. Newt
Gingrich (R., Ga.) to label Dole “the
tax collector for the welfare state.”
Dole was elected by his Republi-
can colleagues in part because they
expect him to stand up to the White
House far more than did recently re-
tired Majority Leader Howard Baker.
As Sen. John Wamer(R., Va.) putsit,
Reaganis now a “lame duck,” and the

Senate Republicans need a leader to
assert their “independence.”

In fact, the new Majority Leader
is at the forefront of the struggle for
the post-Reagan course of the Re-
publican Party. It’s Dole and the tra-
ditionalists versus Rep. Jack Kemp
(R., N.Y.) and the Young Turks.

Mover and . Dole’s record
as chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee is awesome. No single
legislator has had so quick and deci-
sive an impact on the Internal Reve-
nue Code. Dole personally originated
much of the unprecedented body of
tax law he guided to passage. Only a
year after taking over the Finance
Committee in 1981, he was shaping
rather than following Administra-
tion fiscal strategy. White House
Chief of Staff James A. Baker 111
credited him with being the principal
catalyst behind the bipartisan plan
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that bailed out Social Security in
1983 by raising payroll taxes.
Although Dole is a Washington
insider, he is not one of the boys.
“Behind the wisecracking that he is
known for, he is very shy—a loner,”
says another insider. The Senator
and his wife, Transportation Secre-
tary Elizabeth Dole, almost never
entertain at their Walergate apart-
ment and rarely accept dinner invi-
tations. They frequently dine alone
at the Jockey Club, the posh restau-
rant in the Ritz-Carlton Hotel where
they celebrated last Thanksgiving.
At age 61, Dole has not shown the
inclination, common among Sena-
tors, to amass a fortune from public
service. The Doles’ 1983 income of
$544,572 was entirely unsheltered.
They paid federal taxes of $162,816
and state income taxes of $31,834.
That year, Dole's contributions to

day, he shakes hands
with his left hand.
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charity totaled $82,250, all from
honorariums for speeches.

A pivotal event of Dole’s life oc-
curred on April 14, 1945, while he
was leading a platoon of the Tenth
Mountain Division in Italy. Dole
was hit by a German shell that shat-
tered his right shoulder, arm and |
part of his spine. When the medics |
removed him from his foxhole nine
hours later, all four limbs were para-
lyzed. After three years of painful
surgery and therapy, he was able to
walk again, but his right arm re-
mained crippled beyond repair. To-

and writes |

Such determination has become a |
political hallmark for Dole. He be- |
gan his career in the Kansas legisla-
ture while still in law school. In
1969, a few days before Richard M.

Nixon entered the White House,
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