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a tonic because, Kennéth said: “It's
boring in this part of the country. A
joke kind of helped the morale."
Decisions in the Dole family were
independentl; ly, Kenneth
Bob decided to go to the University of
Kansas in the early 19408 but had to
support himself by waiting tables be-
gause his parents couldn't provide
smuch money. He eventually earned a
law degree from Washburn Universi-

do something. That’s a doer. That's
Bob Dole.”

Mr. Dole was leading a U.S. Army
mountain infantry platoon up a hill-
side in the Po Valley in northern Ita-
ly in April 1945 when he was felled by
a spray of German machine-gun fire.
Near death, he spent almost 40
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ends; the frenetic pace is like a cam-
paign nehu.'ld: In less I‘.h:lrﬂl'u
W"Mv ﬂ'm. »M

ture said he needs to improve how he
deals with people, y because
he is being identified publicly with
people-sensitive issues.

ve
guide Mr. Dole’'s
who work for

's an independent cuss,” Mr.
Korologos said. “He'll do what he
thinks is right and ‘damn the tor-
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‘portant,

increases and spending cuts.
“We recognize the fact that he's

congressional research services
show that Mr. Dole increasingly has

enormous financial implical

During the deliberations on the $98.4
billion tax bill of 1982, Mr. Dole noted
the “wall-to-wall Guceis'' of lobby-
ists in the room and H
;I‘;her‘ll be barefoot-in the morn-

Roderick DeArment, chief counsel
of the Finance Committee, said he
knew of no lobbyist with whom he
must confer before presenting pro-
posals to Mr. Dole. But at times the
senator will ask him to call Kansas
oilmen and bankers about pending is-
sues, Mr. DeArment said.

To Tully Plesser, Mr. Dole’s New

politician picks

and chooses issues he feels are im-

pursues goals that cut

across constituencies and picks is-

sues that he finds at odds with impor-

tant groups. He uses the media to

make his case rather than rely on

whispered exchanges in back
rooms."

But there are drawbacks to being

tant, and sprinkles humor at the ap-
propriate time to ease difficult mo-
ments.

Some typical appraisals:

Mr. Baker at the White House: *'In

Democrat: ‘*You need a maverick in
every legislative body, but you also
need people who can put it all togeth-
er. He's the one who puts it all togeth-
er'lt

J.D. Williams, a lobbyist and Dem-
ocrat: “He has an almost encyclo-
pedic knowledge of the legislative,
personal and political concerns not
only of the members of his own party
but the other members of the Senate.
What is memorable about Bob Dole,
other than his wit and policy-making
ability, is that he can be rather cath-
olic in his quest for support.”

Sen. Russell B. Long, a Louisiana
Democrat and former chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee: *'In
my judgment he’s the most effective
committee

developed

When he first came here he was real
partisan. He still is, but he doesn't
anger or irritate Democrats nowa-

Changing image |

Mr. McGovern's first public
after his

*‘As you know, George and I have a
lot in common besides our advocacy
programs,” Mr.

Dale told members of Public Voice,
the rally’s sponsor and a non-profit
in national food and health policy.
*Both l.'ldus have come within a
whisker of winning the presidency.
George carried Massachusetts and I

wun,‘mmu.l(nmas."

istic politician who has engaged in

one of the dirtiest political cam-

paigns ever to cover up a record full
questionable conduct,

fought for his political life in Kansas,
narrowly winning re-election in 1974
in a campaign marked by its striden-
cy. Mr. Dole’s heavy-handed style

tives at Democrats Jimmy Carter
and Walter F. Mondale.

Those political campaigns . left
many Americans with a largely neg-
ative view of Mr. Dole, his associates
said. Determined to change that, Mr.
Dole started to soften up on such is-
peace people as Mr. McGo-
vern. After becoming chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee in
1981, Mr. Dole's transformation of
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niversity of Kansas.

Mr. Dole was critjcized for his votes
on social programs in the 1960s and
for his general defense of Mr. Nixa

s
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majority chairman
meant,” said Mr. Nofziger, the con-
sultant.

Even Mr. Dole’s characteristic wit
was altered in order to erase the nas-
ty-man image. *‘When he first ran for
Congress, he'd come off with
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*‘He doesn't suffer fools gladly,”
hurtful to him from time to time. So
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