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Dole vs. Helms:
poor people win

By KEN PETERSON

Capital-Journal Washington correspondent

Jesse Helms, R-N.C., and his minions,
who see more abuses than benefits

from the program.

WASHINGTON — The senator care-
fully put on his glasses, glanced around
the chamber, and worried aloud about
what his Republican brethern were
about to do to food stamps.

1 recognize that most of the audi-
ences that we address as we travel
around our states or in political rallies
could care less about the food stamp
program,” he said in a deep resonant

In what was basically a replay of

committee debate, when Dole thwarted
Helms at almost every turn, the chair-
man took his case to the Senate floor
Tuesday and Wednesday where he
thought he had a better chance.

Before it was over early Wednesday

night, Helms was defeated, standing by
himself with his thumbs in his belt,
waiting for the virtually untouched
committee bill to pass 77-17. He gave a

voice. *‘Not many recipients of the food thumbs-down sign for his vote.

stamp program show up for fund-rais-

Dole had managed to guide a bill

ers for political candidates, so it is a  through the committee that, he repeat-

good place to attack the food stamp
program and to indicate what a waste it

edly stressed exceeds President Rea-
gan's budget cut demands without

harming the truly needy.

e

“Not many recipients
of the food stamp pro-
gram show up for fund-:
raisers for political can-
didates, so it is a good
-place to attack ... to in-
dicate what a waste it

is.“
—Sen. Bob Dole

s

is. But I suggest that there are millions
of Americans who, without the-food
stamp program, would be in deep dif-
ficulty, as would their families.”

The speaker was not some dying
breed of knee-jerk liberal about to be
run over by the conservative tide that
some say is sweeping the nation, but
Republican Bob Dole of Kansas.

Kansas has ore of the lowest par-
ticipation rates of any state in the na-
tion when it comes to food stamps, a
paltry 4.7 percent compared with
neighboring Missouri's 8 percent or
even Oklahoma's 7 percent.

So Dole is not about to gain political
points with the folks back home as he
plays saviour to the food stamp pro-
gram. In fact, he expects some criti-
cism.

“There are a lot of misconceptions
about the food stamp program. There
are a lot of myths about the food stamp
program. It is suggested by some that
those of us from farm states support
the food stamp program for merely po-
litical reasons for the farmers’ benefit,
and, if they benefit, we just march
right down the line and vote for any-
thing that may benefit America's farm-
ers.

“That is a myth. 1 cannot recall very
many fariners asking me Lo support the
food stamp program.”’

Dole recalls that he oppused the mod-
est birth of the food stamp program in
1964 when it was nothing more than a
pilat project to help the poor and rid the
nation of surplus food supplies. He now
believes the link between excess com-
modities and food stamps has devel-
oped into the myth about helping farm-
ers.

He supports the program for one sim-
ple reason: Over Lhe years, since he has
had a chance to sce the food stamp
program first-hand in field hearings,
he has reached a belief the program is
worthwhile, although he is not about to
deny that abuses, serious ones, do oc-
cur.

For the past two days. Dole has been
battling the Senate conservatives, nota-
bly Agriculture Commiltee chairman

Even so, the Senate revisions are ex-

pected to remove 1.2 million Ameri-
cans from the food stamp program and
save $1.8 billion next year and $2 billion
annually in later years.

Helms, with his eye on the federal
budget, warned that unless deeper cuts
are made, the food stamp program will
cost $12.3 billion next year. Helms
made the particular point that costs
have doubled in three years, the length
of time since Dole and former Sen.
George McGovern, D-S.D., teamed up
to push through repeal of a require-
ment that recipients pay for part of
their stamps. )

Dole countered each Helms attempt,
arguing that reinstatement of the pur-
chase requirement would remove near-
Iy 3 million low-income recipients from
the program.

“I have no quarrel with those who
want to reduce the cost of the program.
We have done that. We have carried out
the president’s mandate,”” Dole said.
“But 1 suggest that before we strike,
we should know who the target is. In
this program. the target group would
be the poorest of the poor — 3 million

Americans, the truly needy, the ones

for whom President Reagan indicated

he would provide a safety net.”

Removal of the purchase require-
ment was designed to help the rural
poor, Dole said. He pulled out figures
that showed food stamp participation
increased 61 per cent in Kansas alone
when the purchase requirement was
eliminated.

Sensing certain defeat on the Senate
floor., Helms began secretly trying to
work on a compromise with Dole, say-
ing he would not offer any more amend-
ments if Dole allowed the purchase re-
quirement and indexing amendments
to pass without a recorded vote.

Dole would have none of it.

“It looked like we were trading a
rabbit for a horse, and we had the rab-
bit,” Dole said in an interview later.

Each defeat for Helms was progress-
ivly worse. The purchase requirement
went down 66-33, the indexing amend-
ment, 69-30. One Helms-backed propos-
al to reduce food stamp allotments by
the amount of federal help the poor,
generally the elderly, receive 10 pay
their fuel bills, was thrashed 74-25.

Dole overall was victorious, and he
had stopped what he wanted to stop:

**. .. the one group that does not have
any lobbyists around the Capitol are
the people for the most part in the food
stamp category. This senator has been
in the Congress over 20 years and [ can
understand . . . poor people are very
easy targets because nobody 15 going to
be around to object. No one is going (o
rush in here to protect the poor peo-
ple.”
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" of two careers in Washington

By Susan Page

D12

« . . aaserts his independence
of the Senate Finance Committee,
who was gitting in the audience, came
to the podium.

“Now that Elizabeth has given you
all the administration line," said the
chairman, Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas,
o me tell you what's really happen-

ing.
Dole flashed his wife a grin and she

laughed.

They are a remarkable Washington
couple, She is assistant to the presi-
public liaison, the member of
the senior White Houée staff
ble for ‘‘outreach’ to blacks, Hispan-
ics, Jews, labor, business and other

never enough time — the sorts of
problems common to less well-known
couples. -

*‘We find ourselves going out to din-
WlM&Dho::dfddmmmﬂm.
shaking ‘It gets expensive,
but you get home at 8 o’clock or 8:30,
andﬂlthehutncomntoﬂnkimhu,
ar

in the kitchen, then it's 9, -

if I got
9:30 before you eat.”
When they do cook at home, he said,

he ‘in dishes with one in-

“I can heat up Stoiffer's,” he said,
“‘or put steaks on the broiler."

Mrs. Dole said, “The nicest thing a
hostess can do is seat us next to each
other these days so we get a chance to
muup‘n

At the financlal women's luncheon,
she thanked the group for the invita-
tion to speak, explaining, “It’s really
great to have a chance to be with my
husband."’

Mrs. Dole has a sunny office on the
second floor of the White House, with
a view of the South Lawn and an agen-
da full of trouble. :

She is responsible for selling Ronald
Reagan to some of the nation's most
reluctant buyers, among them blacks
and labor. She is supposed to bring
back to the administration the views
of those groups, whose concerns often
are not among the high priorities of
conservative Republicans.

*‘Basically, my mandate is to pro-
vide a means for developing a consen-
sus for the administration's policies
and programs," she said. *'The way I
feel that should be done is to call in
key leaders and organizations when
policies are on the drawing board,
give them a chance toreflect on it and
to give their thoughts and ideas. Real-
ly, you're building bridges, avenues of
trust, if you will.”

There are times, she said, when
those leaders and organizations flatly
disagree with an administration poli-
cirr..s Somuima:u sh: settles not for win-
ning support but for neutralizing op-
position — or giving the opposition a

B;gr g Rum: :nmdaf of staff,

[ 'S .touu i i 'l

it very well."” Jo el
Presidential

"‘I“l big issue that made us look
She is 44 years old and still speaks
with the soft drawl of her native North

£

ly, for church work and of course for a
chance to be together,"” she said.
m’[‘l.}!gplemeumu see Robin
s senator’s grown daughter

from his first marriage, which ended
indivorce.

Dole remembers the first time he
met Elizabeth Hanford. )

It was 1972, and the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Miami was about

of the Finance Committee.

Dole had been an influential politi-
cal figure for years, first as a defend-
er of Nixon's policles in Vietnam, then
as Republican chairman the

Then if it blows up, at least the presi-
dent has done all he can. If he fights
for his position, that I think would give
him a leg up with the public."

The next morning, Mrs. Dole raised
the point at the 8 a.m. staff meeting
Whether

as over and that he

A few days later, the Doles were sit-
ting in the comfortable living room of
%ﬂ_h‘ two-bedroom townhouse in the
lwfhiuhethdrpleﬂm

* think it enriches our lives," Mrs.
Dole said of their two careers.

Dole added, *I think we sort of sup-
port each other in what we do."

Then he leaned forward.

“Anyway," he added with a mis-

111 said, “She's a very capable The
who does an job with or- mmmmm mmm“ liing
gmmummmmmm complex cuts totaling about $1 billion
’mg:lnuinugmqlmhummbl- more than Reagan had proposed. He
White House. had done his groundwork with the oth-
. wiml.h Iniemiynmmum er members. With less than a day’s
chnmw&:.tlbam is.less ' nMVm e e
about influence in the admin- For the tax cut, he proposed a modi
istration. %‘h viewed by some as mdﬂnmlduhﬂm’:w
Seplcon - in her politics.  Roth plan. Dole’s version — similar to
Whlteﬂomomtﬂ . S 0 it
ot t:dn:wm‘:; Southern Democrats — offered
anmm. say privately that her hus- 10 percent’ and rmtmﬂ'h thml’
e s prominence helped her land  years (the original version was 10, 10
the job.  comment that is sad to - and 10) with some “sweeteners, " such
u:nd. at the daily 8 a.m. meeting of "‘mdﬂ’-ﬁmmm%-
Mmmnmmmm.mu tion, at a breakiast meeting with re-
sorts of issues that the plan was intended as a
c;na:manttbeothu:bmﬂth&ir trial balloon to see if a compromise
?\ﬂ'{: ‘A couple weeks ago, she said,  could be reached with the Democratic
Wmmu:hnpin.tod:.mmu leadership of the House. Despite two
| mjut qmd.ion" * and all weeks of shuttle diplomacy between
. mmp%uhmmdu »'*saidaregu-  the White House and Capitol Hill, no
; £y meetings. compromise has been reached, and a
' Dole was to a vote, [floor fight on tax cuts now seems cer-
mwi;mumumm
. promotion of infant formulas in “He's can alw
: Third World = h&b.anlh'-bmahi.hdp."m
“Three weeks later," he said, “it Meese, Reagan's top aide. :
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