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Sen. Dole
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As the Watergale noose began tightening
around the White House, the distance be-
tween Dole and Nixon underlings widened.
He was eased oul most ungraciously, a fortui-
tous circumstance for Dole, who escaped un-
tainted by the Watergate scandal as a result.
It was Dole who coined the phrase *CREEP"
for the Committee to Re-elect the President.

] remember whenever I went to the White
House they were all worried about the tapes
being released,” he joked in 1876. “'I don't
know if they were there but whenever I was
asked a question I just nodded a lot."”

As far back as 1960, when he was a newly
elected Congressman from the old Sixth Dis-
trict, Dole was a realist, with a glimmer of
the self-deprecating comments that continue
to this day. '

*I don't think one single Congressman is
going back there able to solve all the world's
problems. And since I'll be a freshman mem-
ber of-the minority party, 1 may be lucky to
get a good seat,” he said then,

Today he has one of the best seats imagina-
ble: chairman of the Senate Finance Commit-
lee. T
From that vantage point, Dole .can help
mold ‘economic policy, the most pressing

problem facing President-elect Ronald Res-

gan and his Senate minions.

The task is Herculean for Dole, a consum-
mate politician who in the past has grown
accustomed to being on the outside looking in
at power.

On election night, 1980, Dole kept his Kan-
sas admirers waiting past the appointed hour
for an appearance at a Topeka motel. His
re-election was easy, decided 20 minutes af-
ter the polls closed and so unlike his 1974 race
against Bill Roy of Topeka. That year, Dole
discovered, almost too late, that his Kansas
campaign was in tatters and he had to save it
himself. He barely won re-election and prom-
ised he would be a better Senator.

In 1980, safely shut away in an upstairs’

suite, Dole and some advisers watched in
disbelief as a Republican tide rolled across

the nation in a purge of liberal Democrats. :
After years of waiting in the wings, Dole

catapulted to power. As he admitted later,
never in his wildest dreams did he imagine
Republicans could control the Senate, mak-

toppling Dole in '74; brought the latter hurrying
back to take personal cho_rgl of his campaign. '
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Dol lstens carsfully to Republican

men like former Gov. Alf Landon; gene
lows his own inclinations.
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ing him one of the top power brokers in the.
nation’s capital. !
The new alignment in the Senate, for In-
stance, will be a far cry from the time in 1977
when Dole said it was easier to fight Fidel
Castro than to contradict the Senate Demo-
cratic leadership. t
Dole is walking carefully in his new role as
Finance chairman-in-waiting, giving Reagan
adequate time and room to develop some eco-

nomic plan to submit to Congress. Dole has: |.

asked for an opportunity to inject his opinion”
on tax and spending matters, and he has

suggested that Reagan declare an economic

emergency, but other than that he has re-

mained quiet on the new job.

“I'm waiting for the Reagan Administra-
tion to make policy, and I'm gonna help
carry it out,” he explained. *'There've been a
lot of statements made — 1 may have made

some myself — but it's pretty hard to make ' |

policy until you get all the people on board."
Dole will be sworn in for his third term

Monday. Tuesday, in his hew role as Finance

chairman, “my first official act will be to

have confirmation hearings on Donald Regan |

and Richard Schweiker (nominess Tor Trea-|
sury and Health and Human Services secre-!
taries, respectively)." I

He also remained aloof while Reagan con-
sidered job possibilities for Elizabeth Dole.
As Dole has sald, he probably overmarried,
since Mrs. has excellent job qualifica-
tions. She will be a top White House alde with
direct access to the President, and Dole, who
conceded in '76 that his name was “not a
bousehold word,” now jokes that she is mak-
ing it one.

But In another instance of late, he has been
anything but docile.

He has proven he can heavily influence
President-elect Ronald Reagan. Through
sheer doggedness, a Dole trademark, he kept
up the pressure for the man he wanted as
Secretary of Agriculture.

With a determination that offended some
on Reagan's transition team, Dole kept cal-
ling on behalf of John R. Block, the Illinois
director of agriculture. He suggested Bjock
meet personally with the President-elect, ad-
vice that was heeded and probably led to
Relaaa.n'a decision to name Block to his cabi-
net. ;

With such tactics, Dole deftly outmaneuv-
ered incoming Agriculture Committee chalr-
man Jesse Helms, leader of the resurgent
right, who wanted another for the cabinet
position.

Perhaps as significantly, Dole opposed for-
mer Treasury Secretary William Simon for
reappointment to that post. And Simon won't
be in the Reagan cabinet.

Block's nomination was not easy, but Dole
is accustomed to the tough jobs. And he ex-
pects his staff to have the same devotion to
duty. In addition to being driven by politics,
Dole is a workaholic of the [irst order, and the
first order is, ' Push yourself to the limit."”

He spent-39 months in military hospitals
recovering from grievous war wounds’ sul-
fered while an infantry officer in a fire fight
in Italy in 1945. He talks little about the war
and the wounds that gave him unly minimal
use of his right ltand.

The pace has not slackened since he re-
turned. Inspired by a Democratic law librarl-
an at Washburn University, Dole ran for the
Kansas House because she believed more
young people should enter politics.

He says he needed a job and money, 80 he
returned to Russell and successfully won the
county attorney's race. He was first elected to
Congress in 1960. :

“‘When I ran for county attorney, I think I
ran against every attorney in Russell. Whenl
left for Congress, they had to draft somebody.
Funny how these things work out,’” he says
now.

Above all, political winds have made him
independent.

He rarely listens to others, preferring to
heed his own instincts. With Sen, George
McGovern, D-S.D., another player who won't
be around in 1981, Dole worked on food stamp
reform, pushing through changes not too pop-
ular with conservatives.

He was a leading critic of the Panama Ca-
nal treaties, and the chief author of a major
amendment to guarantee continued neutral-
ity of the canal and to insure that U.S. war-
ships will go to the head of the line in times of
emergency. Sen. Frank Church, D-Idaho, an-
other player who won't be back, led the fight
for the treaties and praised Dole for being the
original author of the neutrality amendment.

At the time of floor debate, in March, 1978,
Dole commented that somehow his name was

not among the authors. In a Republican-con: |

trolled Senate, Dole has no such worries.

And would he want to bid again for the
presidency? If, say, Reagan chose not to run
in '84? "I haven't really thought about that,”

Dole replies. But, he says, If he were to run |

again, “I wouldn't do it like last time. You
can't be a part-time candidate...”

The political winds are restive once more,
and Dole, now a leader, hopes the people of
Kansas will understand if he is gone for quite
some time. Leadership demands vast
amounts of time, a preclous commodity even
when Dole was not among the major players.

] understand the need to get back, but I
think there's a great need to cure sore of the
flls, and you can’t cure them If you're out
here,” he says. “I'm going to have much
more responsibility now. I think the people

_!.“IW' ¥ "
] RULWNEre Le) m‘m.

18 Topeka Capital-Journal, Saturday, February 14,1981

Vit
HiY R Egh s A Wik b g

By KEN PETERSON

Capital-Journal Washington comespondent

WASHINGTON — Sen."Bob Dole, R-
Kan., has remained relatively non-
committal concerning budget-tighten-
ing measures advocated by the Reagan
administration, deferring most of the
action to President Reagan.

Dole, chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, seems to be unwilling to inject

many firm opinions on the proper way

to handle tax and spending cuts that
;vlll :rind ulp_in his jurisdiction within a
ew days. Instead of espousing policy,
Dole talks philosophy. A cy.

“We?rp going to get to bite a lot of
bullets in this very room. Most of the

cuts, prabably, half the cuts that are °

recommended, are going to be dealt
with right around this horseshue here,™
Dole said Thursday as his'eyes swept
the scene, the hearing room of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee, ey

Aflter a pause for effect, he added,

“I'll probably have a horseshoe around
my neck." A '

In other words, this'is the calm be-
fore the storm of debate over Reagan’s
tax and spending cuts, the details. of
which are dribbling out in bits and
pieces; a0 i3

Until'the scene switches from the
White House to Capitol Hill, Dole seems
content to meet on a regular basis with
Pman's budget slashers and tax cut-

ers. ;

He also confers almost daily with Ag-
riculture Secretary John R, Block on a
continuing annoyance, the Savlet grain
embargo, and casts-a wary eye toward
the administration’s proposed cuts:in
food stamps and child nutrition pro-
grams, @ '
Iy‘l_'hrgugh‘ll all, Dole is treading light-

The chairman of the Finance Com-
Is gushing in his praise of Rea-

The latest administration

al laxes and faster business deprecia-
tion allowances. The other, introduced

ore complicated reductio
th a broad range 'of issdes |
lude corporate tax rates, the windfall

+|a few weeks after the first, would be the

smabe. A urtiniad ' b o e
rofits' tax, individual retirement ac-
nts and incentives for savings.

Dole says he is not convinced that the
two-pronged package is the best theo-
[ry, butitis the latest. '
see a very strong horse that can carry
some riders, will offer some amend-,
ments,” Dole says. ‘‘I'm not 8o certain
you can get a barebones bill.”

He is also definite about the timing of
a tax cut. Businesses, which must have
time to react, should be’given a tax
reduction ‘retroactive to Jan. 1, while

test plad for
tax cuts calls for {wo separate’ pack- |
ages, one a simple reduction in person--

Ahengra s Bl be

““Most members of Congress, if lhéy

I Lo il

“‘When he unveils all those cuts, he
may lose some of that support, but I've
got to believe that in addition to all
those people who are going to visit back
here and say, ‘don’t cut my program,’

for cvery one of those there are going to

| be a dozen who don't coriie back here,

saying, ‘we've got to do something
 about this.’ It's going to be popular, I
| think, for the first time in a long time,
to vote to cut spending."

However, Dole also says the adminis- |
tration’s proposed $2.6 billion cut in the |
food stamp program may be a “‘bit too

deep but that's a delefminqt‘l_gn (Mﬂ :

will make,"" o
"or the third year in a row, Congress-"
‘will. have to take emergency action {0
provide more funds, another $1 billion[:
or 'more, to continue the food stamp,
program. Dole said he expects Con-=
| gress to enact the supplemental. The.:

"

the individual cuts should: take effect
upon date of enactment or by June 1, he
}| says, Returning the individual tax cuts
ite Jan. 1. would require rebates.and
I considerable administrative problems,

Dole says."

}
}

1f all goes well, Dole Hopes Congress
can send a tax bill to Reagan by the end

than a congressional sehedule, and
Dole‘is one who believes that any tax
cut should be accompanied by budget
i cuts..He hopes the two can stay on the
sametrack. ... .

| of April; But nothing is more uncertain |

Reagan. administration cuts cover the'
next fiscal year. e
Dole is chairman of the agriculture:
subcommittee on nutrition, a panel.
that handles food stamps and child nu-"

l trition programs. g
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He has ‘‘reservations’’ about the 10
percent individual tax cut plan. but be-
ll:ve;lhe concern is'a healthy skepti-
cism. - Wb 3 : ;

reduction'by spending reductions. If
not, then we're flirting with inflation,
more inflation,  he says.

Dole repeatedly returns to the the
issues of high interest rates, inflation,

) and unemployment, and says Reagan

\ has vast, bipartisan support across the

|
|
|
|

" “We have 0 offset the cost of the tax |

m‘ nation to bring the federal budget un-

plfgqngrm“; m‘l::l.l’!h' up: !l'rilh- ﬁw
aces to cut the budget, different:
areas that have the same effect as the
:Wfs _recommended cuts,

If not exactly jumping into the foray
with'specifics, Dole questions some. of

dercontrol. -
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