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Wichuel Kilian
Bob Dole as
a moderate?

Sorry, that
part’s taken

FREDERICKSBURG, Va.—There was
something very impressive about Sen.
Robert Dole when he stopped here this
week for the first campaign trail ap-
pearance of his 1980 presidential run:

He didn't bite anyone.

He didn’t snarl, hiss, or tear up the
tablecloths at the Virginla Republicans’
“Old Dominion Day" fund-raising din-
ner.

Most especially, he did not decry the
giveaway of the Panama Canal, de-
nounce “no-nuke hipples,” or threaten
.to ship Japanese cars and television sets
back where they came from,

-l In fact, Dole might have been *‘mod-
erate” George Bush or ‘moderate”
Howard Baker.

The problem with public political im-
pressions in this country is that they are
not so much formed by the public as
delivered to the public—neatly packaged
by a small group of Washin,
journalists and broadcast reporters who
style themselves *“The National Press."”

These impressions always have the
virtue of being simple and neat. There
is never a presidential primary without
a winner. No candidate ever goes into
the fray without an obvious label pinned
on him, There is never a contest without
an evil bad guy and a noble good guy.

These impressions tend to serve the
prejudices of the packager and they are
formed as holy writ, even if formed in
the back of press buses and motel sa-
loons. Contrary oplnlons are treated as
ignorance or dangerous heresy.

In 1976, The National Press umani-
mously made Dole the villain of the
campaign. Ford was the bumbling fool,
Carter was the southern populist, Wal-
ter Mondale was the liberal cholrboy,
and Dole was the snarling batchetman,

* | in the “moderate” box.

As his televised debate with Mondale
attests, Dole was not entirely blameless
in the formation of that impression; but
it was woefully incomplete and grossly
unfair,

Nevertheless, it stuck. It still sticks.
Dole carries that stigma with him into
the 1980 race, along with another one:
He has been neatly labelled “‘conserva-
tive.” He has been dropped into a box
with Ronald Reagan and John Connally,
and all but written off.

tionately upon another box of their own
devisin “moderate” box—into
which have dropped Rep. John An-

\ The National Press look more affec-

derson, who has no chance, and Sen.
Howard Baker and George Bush, who

|
|
| have an excellent chance. So shall the
|

election proceed.

If there is a fair measure of a candi-
date's’ liberalism—which is what “‘mod-
eration” stands as a euphemism for—it
is the annual legislative vote ratin
* | made by the Amerlcans for Democra
Action.

Anderson's ADA rating has ranged
from 50 to 60. Baker's ADA rating last
year was a “presidential”’ 25, but in 1978
it was 5 and in 1972 it was 0. Yet there
are Anderson and Baker cozily together

Dole's ADA rating last was 20,
His average for the last years has
been exactly that of Baker’s: 11. The
right-wing American Security Council
has given Baker a solid 100 per cent
over the years; Dole's rating from them
averages 84. Yet the smooth, well-modu-
lated, quintessentially rational Baker is
a “moderate,” and Dole goes into the
Reagan box.

In his years in Congress, George Bush
never got an ADA rating exceeding 7.
He averaged 4.6. Yet he comes across
as an Eastern establishment, gee-whiz-
7y, aging prep school kid, and so be-
y | comes a “‘moderate.”

In Fredericksburg, Dole stood in the
midst of as lily-white a gathering as

e ————

Republican Party needs more black vot-
ers. Dole supports the Equal Rights
Amendment, broader eligibllity

stamp recipients, a federal catastrophic
{llness insurance plan, direct election of
the President, the District of Columbia
‘“yoting rights” amendment, financial
ald to New York, and Increased Social
Security assistance.

Yet there he stands as Snarling Bob
the Right Wing Fiend. Sorry, but The
| Natlonal Press has only so many “mod:
| erate’ labels Lo go around.
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A winner
at Russell|

“T came home simply because the |
stréngth I need for the undertaking be-
fore me is here.” B

By LINDA MOWERY

* RUSSELL — Bob Dole stepped
.to the microphone’ and looked out
-over the crowd gathered before the
‘Russell - Municipal 'Building. “I
-guess I'know most people in this
-audience on a first-name basis,”
‘hesald. -

The applause was immediate. Robert |
:Joseph Dole, 55, had come home. |
‘Home to Russell: — the town of 5,600 |

cepted with unjudging love and
‘strengthened and reassured by it, and
for me that place is here,” Dole said.
% "“I was born and healed in this place
by my townsmen and I began my pub-
1ic career:here. And whenever I have

.out.on a -new path, I have come
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share in the prosperity. His late father,
Doran, operated a creamery and later
became manager of the Norris Grain
Company. :

“Bob mowed yards, had a paper
route ....he would do anything to earn
25 or 50 cents,” recalled his aunt, Mrs.
Gladys Friesen.

When his Russell friends talk about
Dole, they often use the same adjec-
tives to describe him — determined,
hard-working, Intelligent, likable.
Many are bitter that his biting re-
marks during the campaign of 1076,
when he was runningmate to Gerald
Ford, earned him the title of “hatchet
mﬂ.l'l."

“I don't want to say Bob was the per-
fect individual,” sald Harold Elliott,
Dole’s basketball coach at Russell

High School. ‘‘He could get ruffled, but .

he kept under control.

“They said he was a hatchet man.
That isn't Bob. Bob is a kind, friendly
individual who likes to be with people
and who likes to help people.

“Bob was one of the most likable
persons I've ever worked with. He had
a sense of humor and he used it wisely
and well. What humor he used, he used
at appropriate times, He would relax
the team." 3

Dole participated in track, football
and basketball during his years at Rus-
sell High. His junior year, the basket-
ball team won the league champion-
ship. As a senior, he was elected team
captain,

“Bob was a terrific competitor,”
said Elliott, who retired in 1974 from
school administration. “The better the
team, the better he seemed to play.”

First job

Dole’s first job was at Dawson's
Drug Store, founded in 1802 by E.E.
Dawson, now & resident of the Russell
Kare Center. E.E.'s son, Chet, worked
with Bob during those days and has

* continued to support his friend through

his stints as Kansas representative,
Russell county attorney, U.S. represen-
tative and, finally, U.S, senator.

Dole, with wife Elizabeth at his side,
stopped by the drug store Monday be-
fore his announcement.

Dole and Chet.embraced.

“This is the famous drug store,”
Elizabeth told reporters. “‘This is
where Bob got his love of ice cream.
He still eats about a pint of it a day.”

“This is the town watering hole,”
added Chet's brother, Bud. “Every-

body in town has worked here at one
time or another."

“Bob always was a great kid,” Chet
reminisced. “He was brilliant-minded
and was quick to grasp something.”

Chet doesn't believe the drug store, a
gathering  place for local politicos,
sparked Dole’s interest in public life.
That interest, he said, came after
Dole’s dream of becoming a doctor
was shattered in World War II.

Dole was serving in combat in Italy
as a second lleutenant and platoon
leader when shell fragments riddled
his body. During hospitalization, which
stretched to 39 months, he dropped
from 194 pounds to 122. Doctors gave
him little chance to live.

“All he wanted was to be a doctor,”
Chet Dawson said. ‘“When he came
back from the war there was a big
change. He was much more quiet. He

was wounded so bad.

“He'd come in here. You'd have to
get behind him and hold his hips so he
could walk. We had a juke box in those
days and he would always play that
song, ‘Laughing On the Outside, Crying
On the Inside.’

“But he overcame it. He worked
hard at it, let me tell you. He used to
sit by the hour with a rubber ball and
open and close his hand.”

“Everybody helped him,” said Vera
Krug, a Russell resident who has been
friends with Dole since his county at-
torney days. “We took donations to
send him to a specialist (in Chicago)
for an operation.”

With the exception of his right arm,
which is pinned to his side, Dole over-
came the war injury. And that has only
served to strength the ties between the
senator and Russell. ’

“0f course, he doesn't dwell on his
handicap, he never has,” Miss Krug
said.

Dole first experience with politics
came when he was 26 and a law stu-
dent. He was elected to the Kansas
House of Representatives. From there,
he continued his climb up the political
ladder, This, his Russell supporters
say, is what best qualifies him to be
president.

Tells it like it is

“He has served at local, state and
national levels,” Chet Dawson said.
“He is the best qualified of the candi-
dates, He tells it like it is and maybe
that’s what we need. I hope so.”

“] think he has got the best chance,”
.said Miss Krug. “He's the best qual-
ified of them all. Reagan has the mon-
ey, but he's no match for Bob."

“We're real proud of Bob,” added
Russell Mayor Roger Williams. ‘“The
majority of people think he'll go all the
“y." "

And if by some chance he shouldn’t
| “go all the way,” Bob Dole can once
| again return to Russell and the people
| who love him. To them, Russell's Fa-
| vorite Son will always be a winner.
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