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Bob’s a candi

RUSSELL, Kan. (AP) — Bob Dole
toured nursing homes and the haspital in
his Kansas hometown today, and then
sipped a soda in a downtown drugstore
before announcing his candidacy for the
1880 GOP presidential nomination at the
city hall a block away.

“l came home simply because the
strength I need for the undertaking before
me is here,” the Kansas senator told a
crowd of several thousand after formally
launching his bid for the office.

“There ought to be at least one place for
every person, where he or she is accepted
with unjudging love and strengthened and
reasurred by it. For me, that place is here.

“Nofailure has ever been so hurtful that
this place could not ease the pain, and no
success has ever been so great that its
salisfaction exceeded the 'snliszgtellnn of
being a part of the people of Russell.”

Dole delivered his speech three blocks
from the home where he grew up, and a
block from the Dawson Drug Store where
he worked at the soda fountain while in
high school.

This morning Dole and his wife,
Elizabeth, visited the Ala Fern Nursing
home, and 94-year-old home resident Dora
Morrison presented the Doles with a pillow
the residents had made.

The Doles visited with Republican
supporters at a relative's house, patients
and employees at the 54-bed Russell City
Hospital and residents of another nursing
home before they arrived at the drug store
where Dole poured himself a soda.

Dole's 76-year-old mother, Bina, was on
hand for her son's announcement,

American Agriculture movement
supporters sat on about a dozen tractors
parked in a vacant lot across from the city
hall. A sign’ on one tractor read: '“Mr.
Dole! Where were you when we needed
your support in Washington.”

“When he went from semator to
presidential candidate, he hasn't got time
for agriculture any more,” said Leonard
Staudinger, a Barton County grain farmer
who was riding one of the tractors, ‘‘He be-
came a candidate instead of a senator.”

Most businesses in the western Kansas
community of 6,000 delayed opening their
doors an hour for Dole's announcement
and classes at area schools were dismissed
for the morning. s

“They're looking at this really as a
patriotic thing,” said Everett Dumler,
manager of Russell’s chamber of com-
merce. . -

“It's history,” added Mayor Roger
Williams; who declared the first ' Bob Dole
Day'* Nov. 2, 1976, when Dole, the Republi-
can party's vice presidential candidate
returned home to cast his vote. :

The community erected a plaque at the
Russell County Courthouse site where
President Gerald Ford and Dole made
their first campaign appearance Aug. 20,
'1976,- after winning the Republican nomi-
nation.

Dole was temporarily overcome by
emodtion ‘during that visit while he ex-
pressed gratitude to the town by recalling

o

the “lime 1 needed help and the people of
Russell helped.”

Townspeople said the remarks probably
stemmed from memories of a local drive
that raised $5,000 to help Dole pay medical
expenses for wounds he received in World
War 11

Dole had wanted to become a doctor, but
the injuries forced him to change those
plans, He became an attorney who, resi-
dents proudly point out, never lost a
political race until 1976.

Dole spent most of Mother's Day with his
mother and other family members. The
reunion was interfupted by a com-
mencement address he delivered to the
Allen County Community College in Iola.

Before her son made his announcement,
Mrs. Dole admitted to “mixed feelings"
about the campaign ahead,

“I just feel that there's no thanks for
what he’s going to do,” she said. "I just
think it's a spot where nobody can please
anybody. But anything that's a challenge
for Bob Dole is what he wants. I'm sure
Bob'can handle it."

If Dole win's his way into the White
House, “we'll be much more prepared
than Plains, Ga,," said Williams, referring
to Carter's hometown, “I think the town
has its feet planted well enough to take it
real well.” ;

Dole's brother, Kenneth, an oil lease
broker in Russell, said he would keep a
lower profile than Billy Carter.

“] think the public has had encugh
brother business,” he said.
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Dole Will Hit
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s he doesn't
u;ln-!hh m we'll be setting

tone," a :a-nnuunue-
ment interview. “I'll the candi-

he has been a of civil
rights legialation and the food
program, as well as aid to the -

He' the Republican Party must
Mhﬂm"thﬂwe’nuﬂdw
anti-people party and don’t care about
the poor, the handicapped or what-
ever.” -

. Getting
The Message

old Stassen, who has been after the

since the 1940s; former

Gov. John B, Connally; Sen. Lo-

well Weicker Jr. of , and
George Bush, a former CIA director.

Rep. John Anderson of Illinois,

chairman of the Housé Republican

Conference,
his candidacy June 8.

Crane sald over the weekend that he
was shifting more of the responsibility
for running his campaign from his
Washington headquarters to workers
in the field.

His remarks followed 10 days of

among his s per-
sistent speculation he intends to drop
out of the race for the nomination.

Crane acknowledged that he called
FBI agents to his headquarters after
resigning staff members recelved
$21,500 in expenses and the master list
of campaign contributors was report-

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., right, talks
to a girl wearing a “Bob Dole for
President" jersey at a fish fry Mon-
day in his- hometown of Russell,

Dole was born in Russell on July 22,
1823, He served in Italy in World War
11, was severely wounded and was hos-
pitalized for more than three years.

After two years in the Kansas Legis-

County attorney, was elected to the
House in 1860 and to the Senate in 1968.
: lﬂswi!e.:!:llnhethﬂmﬁm-d. recent-
y resigned from her post as a member
of the Federal Trade Commission.
Everett Dumler, manager of Rus-
sell’s chamber of

I‘Emlllt.:|r ”hmy added h:l’ayor Roger
" 's .li
Williams, who declared the first *‘Bob
Dole Day'’ Nov. 2, 1976, when Dole, the
Republican party’s vice-presidential
candidate returned
vote.

The community erected a plague at
the Russell County Courthouse site
where President Gerald Ford and Dole

Associated Press
Kan., where he announced his
candidacy for president. At left is
Dole’s daughter, Robin.

Dole was temporarily overcome by
emotion during that visit while he ex-
pressed gratitude to the town by re-
calling the *‘time I needed help and the
people of Russell helped."

Townspeople said the remarks prob-
ably stemmed from memories of a lo-
cal drive that raised $5,000 to help Dole
pay medical expenses for wounds he
received in World War II.

Dole had wanted to become a doctor,
but the injurles forced him to change
those plans. He became an attorney
who, residents proudly point out, nev-
er lost a political race until 1976,

Dole spent most of Mother's Day

with his mother and other family
members. The reunion was interrupt-
ed by a commencement address he de-
livered to the Allen County Communi-
ty College in Iola.

Before her son made his announce-
ment, Mrs. Dole admitted to “‘mixed
feelings'’ about the campaign ahead.
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