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Washington
WASHINGTON — Shortly after he
announced the formation of his presi-
dential campaign apparatus last week,
‘Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., came upon a

“heartening poll that showed he may be

‘a stronger contender in the' New Hamp-
shire primary than many believe possi-
ble.

.He interprefed the results and said
they accurately reflect his movement
in the crucial primary state where he
firmly believes the race remains wide
open. i

. To be certain, GOP bulwarks Gerald

Ford and Ronald Reagan were Tar
ahead in the poll of 602 registered Re-
publicans. What makes Dole smile,
however, is the result that if Ford is not
in the race — and the Kansas senator
has received private assurances Ford
is disinterested in running — the poll
shows Dole is among three candidates
whocan take on Reagan.

It is clear that Reagan and Ford are
the candidates to beat, but should Ford
not run, the three most likely challeng-
ers to Reagan — at leasl at this stage —
are-(Howard) Baker, (John) Connally
and Dole,”" an analysis of the poll in the
May issue of Public Opinion magazine
says.

An outright popularity ranking
shows Ford and Reagan tied at 29 per-
cent each, Baker a distant third with
only 9 percent, and Dole, Connally,
George Bush, Philip Crane relatively
equal with, at most, 5 percent. Connally
garnered 5 percent, Dole 4, and Bush 2.

Dole's reason for optimism, howev-
er, rests in another poll which asked
the Republicans to name their first,
second and third choices. The poll anal-
ysis said the choices were designed to
reval how much potential support each
candidate has since many things can
change before the February, 1980 pri-
mary.

Ford and Reagan were in the top
three choices of 49 percent of the Re-
publicans. Baker trailed with 20 per-
cent, Connally with 17 percent and Dole
with 15 percent. With Ford out of the
race, Reagan would lead 'his closest
compelitor, Baker, by a whopping 40 to
13 percent. Connally and Dole, under

such circumstances, would have 8 and . himself ip the 45 days of the 1076 cam
6 percent, respectively.- p jpaign, Goodwin says, He is confident
“_All of which probably means Dole is Dole can turn it around and present
. slow progress. .+~ poesitive image because the senalor’
He has formed the basic ingredients past 20 years as an elected governm
for a presidential bid and, after many officlal havebeen ignored. *- @
fits and starts, has settledonMay 14as  Dale will build his base from veter-:
the date for his announcement. ans, the handicapped and farmers
He will journey to Russell, his home- - Goodwin says. Dole has befriende
town, and make the traditional stops at  those groups over the years. i
the nursing home, hospital and drug ~ The New Hampshire poll showed
store as he tells the natlon he.is in the Dole had too little support to interpret
presidential race. his base of support and he wants them
Dole is putting together a campaign to remember his help when the time
organization ~drawn heavily from comes. ek :
underlings to Bill Brock, Republican Reagan, Connally and Baker repre-
National Chairman and former Tennes-  sent formidable. candidates, but Dole
see senator. Dole has retained a Wash-  workers evidently believe they can pick
ington management and communica- off each of them. Baker, the Senate
tions firm, Response Marketing Group,  minority leader, is poor at getting an .
Inc., to coordinate the campaign activi- effective campaign organization start-"
ties. ed, Goodwin says. Connally is a dynam-
Response Marketing clients have in-  ic speaker, but'thosé who have heard ¥
cluded the New Jersey Republican par-  him seem to have second thoughts once
ty, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the they analyze the substance‘of his re-
U.S. Industrial Council and the politi- marks, Goodwin notes, Reagan has a
cal action committee for conservative bulilt-in campaign set to go, but his'con-
Sen, John Tower, R-Tex. stituency is limited and he only appeals
The campaign has established two to a narrow band of Republicans, the
ambitious goals. They want'to put Dole  Dolecampaign reasoninggoes.
among the top four contenders within  Others in the race, such as Bush and
three months of his announcement date  Crane, will fade as the primaries roll,
and they want to dispel the negative Goodwin says. -
image he conjured up while he was the Dole is building his campaign by hir-:
1976 vice presidential candidate. ing experts with proven fund-raising '
Although Dole’s long delayed an- abilily and loads of political savvy. His: , ¥
nouncement seems somehow anti- chief fundraisers are Brad O'Leary and
climactie, the immediate campaign Bob Perkins. Perkins is immediate :
goals certainly leave a degree of sus- pasl national finance director for the
pense. ‘ Republican National Committee, a for-
Can he achieve them? It seems a fit- mer executive director of the Tennes-
ting question. see Republican party and was Brock's
Bill Goodwin, newly appointed cam-  senate finance director in 1976, O'Leary
paign press secretary who has no re- is former executive director of the Tex-
course but to be optimistic about his as GOP. He coordinated Missouri Sen.
boss's chances, believes Dole can meet  John Danforth’s campaign in 1970 and
both goals. last year raised $5.8 million for Sen,

“‘We've got to overcome a very nega- Tuwer's re-election. . sponse Marketing, will be Dole’s presi-

Erianis -

SENAE‘OR éﬂB DDLENew Hampshire primary strength ml)'f be strihs.

tive image,” Goodwin says flatly. He Dole could use the money. The last dential campaign manager. Bell was tions for the U.S. Jaycees.

deséribes Dole’s demeanor in 1976 as  campaign finance reports showed he an_administrative assistant to Brock
the *'little stiletto, the quick knife"' but  only had $48,000, hardly a strong show- and has been a political consultant to
also pictures Dole as a reluctant attack-  ing, although the contributions evident-  the Republican National Committee
er who agreed with Ford campaign ly now are close to $80,000, Money will  and the national Republican Senatorial
managers that his pungent remarks start showing up after the announce- Campaign Comittee.
would help the Republican ticket but ment, Goodwin says, adding he expects Press aide Goodwin is native of In-
harm his own image. Dole will quickly qualify for federal dependence, Kan., worked as an editor
Now Dole must undo over the next matching funds. ] of a Marysville newspaper and was
few months what he managed to do to Thomas D. Bell, chairman of Re- press secretary when Brock was a se-

nator. He is past director of public rela-

Dole has done little except travel
around the country, but as his cam-
paign gains momentum, he will start
concentrating on the presidential pri-

mary states. He wants to hire more

people in New Hampshire, site of the
first primary, and has the beginning of
a basic organization in lowa and a **fair
one"’ in Florida, Geodwin says.
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Russell, Kan., Proudly

By Tim Johnson

A Member of the 51aft
1{USSELL, Kan.—To hear local folks talk, this
.« of oil, sports and Republicanism has pro
SEAERE L -1 its share of luminaries uver Lhe years:

. third-pluce trap-shooter in the 1960 Olym-
R und a former district attorney in Philndel
Lo name just two.

.nd then there’s Bob Dole, the high school
turned war hero, whose niche in Russell's
. jeon was described matter-of-factly by one
ent last week as *'the most visible'" of all.

Jole, the state's senior U.S. senator and the

¢ Russell

“ ol bol.g fdy i Continued From Page 1A

To these ingredients, add the politi-
cal allegiance that is as old as Russell
itsell and which has made this county
a Republican blue chip in a predomi-
ov A oa i Lt Prunt o nantly Republican state. Russell's

first settlers in 1871 came from Ripon,
s Wis.—birthplace of the Republican
Septs, i : Party.

In a sense, when people here speak
nbout Dole they’re talking about them-
selves and the collective strengths
they'd like Lo see embodied in a monu-
R ment. Bul his status isn't quite legend-
ary, because they can still see a con-
nection between the man in the motor-

it it absardars Sune nelp cade and the boy whose initials are
still visible in a neighborhood side
. walk.
hans pLovisde Lrarsporl

People here still haven't gotten over
the fact thal cross-country motorists
tne stage in 1976 were lured into Russell off In-

| R v terstate 70 by the post-convention
appearance of Dole and President
woald 1ike to have the Gerald Ford. An estimated 3,000 peo-

ple turned out for that event, which
has been commemorated by a plaque

weAt of the t4y Bullding al infront of the county courthouse.

Il Dole ever becomes president,
) g § e Russell's tourist trade will boom as
e Yo ur Lea P less dramatically as the local oll business
did 50 years ago—a fact not lost on
local entreprencurs.

LMY, Yet the town is by no means desper-

ale for extra revenue. Cuttle and

e needed nnlp wheal are econumic staples, but oll is

king—particularly since the energy
crisis of 1973, The oil produced by 2,000
wells accounts for nearly half of Rus-
sell County's taxuble property.

Alfirst glance, Russell strikes a visi-
tor as a sleepy little country town—an
impression residents do their best to
dispel in conversation. The point out
that during the first oil boom in the
1930s, Walter Winchell dubbed Russell
“Little Chicago." It was only after
World War 11, they say, that the town
slopped being a regional mecca for
bootleg whiskey and gambling.
They're quick to point out, however,
that the illegal activity never got seri-
ously out of hand.

Dol grew up during those yea s, bat
hiz fur Ladii U share i thwe prospeen i
ty. His father, whoran a creamery and
suld procdduce, pad the family doctor in
CRps.

1w Hepublican viee prl--mlurlmul candidute, ex.
peets W enhance that visibility here next week
when he formally announces his candidacy for the
presidency. Some townspeople may be skeptical
of his chances of winning the nomination, but few
would quibble with the billboard Just outsm.t: tawn
welcoming motorists to ** Bob Dole Country.

“1ie's liked better here than Jimmy Carter i1s
in Plains, Ga.,” prochumed Chet Dawson, o re-
tired drugstore owner who still presides over cof
fee-hour bull sessions at his old seda counter.

“You won't find anvune in Russell,” echoed
Max [forn, vice president of a jocal bant and o

“Inever had my own clothes, " quips
Dole's younger brother, Kenneth, now
an oil lease broker in Russell. *'I'd just
wait Lill he'd take his off and wear
them."

The senator’s mother, Mrs. Bina
Dole, who lives in the same house
where she raised her family, recalls
that as a teen-ager he "*was interested
m sports, but didn't have too many
pirlfriends,

His furmer basketball coach, Harold
Elliott. remembers him as “'a tremen-
dous defensive man®” who “played his
best basketball apainst the better
teams."”

In reminiscing about Dole, it's not
unusual for Russell lownspeople to
preface their remarks with phrases
like, “As | said when | was inter-
viewed by U5 News and Warld He-
port..." |

But it has been three years since the
last wave of publicity, when East
Coast journalists flocked to Russell
lvoking for skeletons in Dole's closet.
It's still news here when un out-of -town
reporter shows up.

Some die-hard Republicans resent
the treatment Dole got from national
niedia during the 1976 campaign.

‘Bob is anything bul a hatchet
man,” declaims Miss Mollie Krig,
county Republicun chairman.

There are local Democrats, howev.
er, who say Dole's tough-lalking man-
ner in that campiagn was entirely in
character. Everyone agrees he's o
tireless campaigner with an unusual
ability, most commonly described as
“an uncanny knack.” for remember-
g names and faces.,

I's an ability that's served him well
since the early 505, through his succes-
sive terms as state representative,
county attorney, U.S. representative
and. now, senator. And of course, dur-
g the '60s there was Dole pineapple
Juice, IMherally dispensed in outlying
areas from the back of a flatbed truck.

"1 was a Democrat tiil Bob ran for
Congress,” said a retired business
man. *"He talked me into switching for
the primary.” That was in 1960 and, as
1t Lurned out, Dole didn't need the vote.,
He won by nearly & 4-1 margin.

Russell businessinen, when they talk
about their town, have a self satisfied
air that goes somewhat beyond mere
boosterism-—as witnessed by the re- |
marks of erght men, whose interests

fanide ramde from on to farminge who
pather each day at the Hamada t for
valfee,

Watiching Dole |

coffee hour regular, “that doesn’t have n good
word for Bob Dole.™

ole’s popularity in this town on Interstate 70
about 80 miles west of Saling is a success story
that's an archetypal version of the American
dream: The kid frum a poor family who tossed
uewspapers and worked as a soda jerk to make
enids meet. The star high-school athlete in a
sprila-crazy town that prides itsell on its seven
stule basketball championships. The victim of a
disabling war i jury who beal the r\x.‘-ds—nnd his
political upponents—through determination and
hard work: See RUSSELL

Page 18A, Column 1

What kind of town is Russell? A |
Cprogressive’”  town, they agreed,
referring to public works as a measure
of progress. There are water sysltem
improvements, a new wing for the hos-
pital and a public swimming pool
where anyone, even an outl-of-lowner,
can swim free of charge.

What else distinguishes Russell?

“We've got the largest life-member-
ship of any VFW post in the world . . .
The [irst bowling alley in Kansas with
automatic scoring . . . A real fine .
prass green, watered-fairway golf
course ... " Nol to mention all those
high school basketball championships.

Whal's wrong with Russell?

The businessmen were silent. Final-
ly one said: "1 don't think there's any-
thing wrong."

They acknowledged, however, that
the town has a doctor shorlage—a
shortage which seems more acute in
view of $2 million it's investing in the
construction of a hospital addition and
medical clinic. Bul town officials have |
their eyes on some humegrown medi- |
cal students who will soon be graduat.
1. t

fmir ~ original ambition was to be a
doctor, but his war injury-—which left
his might arm weless—ended  that
dream,

“When Bob came back from the ser.
viee " his mother recalls, “He said,
‘Momima, ['ve got Lo use my head now:

L can't use my hamis,” ™ |

Dale's brother Kenneth and a sister, |
Mrs. Gloria Nelson of Fort Morgan,
Colo., are among his strongest backers
and biggest admirers, When they telk
wbout thewr support 1or his cangod. oy
and the work chead, one stises i
same kind of tenacity that makes Dole
an effective campaigner.

But their mother admits to having
reservations about his running. |
*Any mother would have mixed feel-
inps, " she suid last week, [ even feel

sorry for Carter.
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