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| Continued from page 6
; ferent ball park?

I told my friend I must think on it and
write him later. I did. Much of what I
wrote follows: =

If the legislative branch reveals a
man as a party. politician, surely the
executive branch reveals a man as him-
self. What kind of man, therefore, is
our Junior Senator? How would he
function as President?

First, Dole is one of the hardest-
working Senators | have known. In spite
of our opposition to his elections, we
have never found him unresponsive to
any request or inquiry. We were, simply,
his constituents (if somewhat cantank-
erous ones), and he treated us as such.
He had a sympathetic ear for our prob-
lems, for all Kansas’ problems.

For example, I have seen him sweat
through hearing after hearing, in a hot
Kansas summer, trying to stall the
abandonment of rail service which
would add more burdens to his people.
| .y, He has championed the rural residents,
1 % the disadvantaged ones who suffer one

outrage after another in such areas as
postal service, new highways, trains,
cable television. He has tried to stem
i the forces of an urban-oriented Govern-
| ment o
: At the same time, he has provided a
G| sympathetic ear—and voice—to the oil
! interests of his state, to bankers, to
contractors. Through his passion for
military power, he has been a prime
mover in the growth of Wichita as an
air center.'He has fought both Secre-
tary of Agriculture Earl Butzand A.F.L.-
C.1O. President George Meany when
he felt the interests of Kansas' farmers
were threatened.

This ability to represent, ably, a
broad economic spectrum surely would
be a Presidential asset.

His reputation as a fulsome and
sometimes vitriolic orator is deserved.
Objective listeners will note, however,
that he attacks a target more in the
style of a polished debater defending
' only one viewpoint than in the style of
: a scholar trying to examine all the facts

and arrive at the best probable answer.
There is no gray area for Bob Dole.
Life and its problems are black and
white.

That is a luxury a President cannot
enjoy. Since his re-election to the Sen-
ate in 1974, and particularly since his
marriage last December to Elizabeth
Hanford, Dole seems to have recog-
nized this fact. His oratory may be as
one-sided as ever, but his votes have
shown a moderation in his views. So
much so, in fact, that he has plummeted
from 100 percent in 1971 to 63 percent

" on the American Conservative Union’s
thermometer of most-favored Senators.
1 His oratorical flights sometimes hide
! his sense of humor. He comes on strong
as a political haranguer, but in after-
dinner informality, he can be a delight.
He is articulate and Intelligent, traits
which are not the personal property of
East and West coasts.

If he rises above his past political
instincts, if he calls more on his obvious
intellectual capacity and less on his
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question to learning what sort of Presi- |
dent he would be. f

ents have been devoted mostly to:
gratifying his personal ambitions and |
currying the favor of right-wing Repub- |
licans. Whether the rarefied atmos- |
phere of a possible White House |
residency expands his horizon Is what |
no one—least of all Bob Dole—can tell |
us today. |
It is sald that the White House has
changed almost every occupant. There
is no advance reason to believe it would
not change Bob Dole. He has the native
abilities for the job. If circumstances |
should lead to his Presidency, I don't |
think I'd worry. He's too smart to '
screw it up. i

Peter MacDonald is president of the |
Harris Newspapers t ublish in |
Kansas, Iowa and California and
o o i o

P, resident £

a friend of Senator Dafe for 20

years. :
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creation of a Counci l;o!ZSoda]':' Advis-
ers, Patterned after the President's
S ol
domestic

telligence community, for instance.. . :

“I-have enormous respect for his
ability as a legislator,” says a Senate
committee"staff alde who has worked
with Mondale. 'He understands the

"~ http://dolearchives ku.edu

‘doing and just what its role is,” says a
former Mondale aide.

leadership ability have been raised be-
cause of his innate caution, a character-
-+ istic_that has sometimes led

Ty the wind is blowing hard against
“him, he likes to wait for a little more °

' favorable tide.” REET
However, a cautious nature is not an

Dole Has a

politics and the substance of the issues ~ Unattractive quality in a President, and
and the way they interrelate better than ~ Relther are a spotless personal life, a
any politiclan I've ever worked with,”  basic decency, a lowkey personality

However, despite Mondale's impres- ~ 2nd a manageable”ego that allows a

sive strengths, there are those who
question whether he has yet developed
any clear-cut political philosophy or
approach to government suited to the
final quarter of the 20th century.

“He's like most liberals whé believe
government can be made to work bet-
ter, but I"don't think he's really sat
down and thought hard about what
government should or should not be

sponsive populism,” he compiled one -
of the most liberal voting records in
the Senate while taking up the'cause of .
“‘the poor, the powerless and those who
are without adequate representation in
our political system."

Despite Mondale’s impeccable lib-
eral credentials, there is reason to be-
lieve that as President, the hawk-nosed
champion of the underdog would not,
as some Republicans throw
open the doors of the U.S. Treasury for
vast new social spending schemes.

“l don't think there's any question
that he's still deeply committed to the
soclal agenda he talks about,” says a
Democratic Senator who has worked
closely with Mondale on many issues
over the years.

“But he's an extremely hard-headed
character who deplores the way many
of these programs have been adminis-
tered. I think people will find him sur-
prisingly tough-minded in terms of
insisting that Government agencies are
made accountable for the programs
they administer and that the programs
prove they can help solve the problems
they were designed for.”

An example of Mondale's efforts to
establish a mechanism for objectively
measuring the worth of domestic pro-
grams was his proposal, first advanced
in 1968 but dormant at the moment, for

Continued on page 19

. Minnesotan Albert Eisele, a Wash-
ington correspondent for Knight-Ridder
Newspapers, is the author of Almost to
the Presidency, a 1972 dual biography of
Hubert Humphrey and Eugene Mec-
Carthy. He has reported on Mondale

man to poke fun at himself. All are

qualities Mondale possesses that would -

serve him well in the White House.

A'man of modest means—his most
recent financial statement shows he is
one of the least wealthy members of
the Senate—Mondale has been dubbed

—a—*“walking—Protestant -ethid" by a
friend. He and his wife Joan, whom he
married in his senior year in law school,
and their three children share a gen-
uinely close family life as well.

Only time will tell whether Mondale
will have the chance to test his consid-
erable political skills in the White
House, but there is little question the
wholesome préeacher's son from Min-

since he became a Senator in 1965.

nesota hopes to occupy the s
“bully pulpit” of the Presidency. i

PROCLANATTON

ALL CITIZENS COF RUSSELL COURNTY BF NOTIFIED:

WHEREAS, BOB DOLE, beinp one of Russell County's leading
citizens has distingsuished himsclf and the citizens of Russell County
and the State of Kansas by representing the citizens as Russell County
Attorney, as a member of the Kansas State Legislature, as a
Representative in the United States Congress, and as United States
Senator from the State of Kansas, and has been selected by his -arty
to run for the second hiphest governmental office in the United States;
the office of Vice-Fresident;

WHEREAS, the citizens of Russell County sincerely desire
and wish to recognize him in such manner that is »royer, therefore,
i, Norman ... Brandeberry, Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners
of RQusecell County, bv virtue ol the authority vested in me by the
state of Kansas, Jo herebv declare and sroclaim Rovember 2, 1976, as
BGB oL

JAY in Russell County, and de hereby proclaim that all

ik g i : : P ' i
cilizens ot hussell County shall act In accotdance in bestowing U

Bussell County's most notable citizen, BUB DOLI all the honor that is

due him and shall acknowledge him publicly in «1] proner manner.
PROCLAIMLD by the Chairman of the sussell Connty Doard of
Cottidsstoners, i bst day ol covernber, 1976, ot s analy
roved by the Boor b of Connty corsissioners w008 L s
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as a hatchet man.” 3
mmhﬂb was Dwight Ei- :
senhower, who also came out of ]
REFLECTING ON THE time be- ;
fore' he went into the service, Dole I
says: “When I was 18, 19, 20, my pri- 2
mary interest was how fast I could - E
run and how well I would do out on the :
basketball floor — whether I could
catch'a football. That. seemed to be
the greatest goal in life. Then sudden- - 3
ly I became a member of another
class, when someone:fed me and :
someone dressed me and someone ]
turned-me around. And 1
realized that there was not just
Dole — although I'd have to admit }
there was a lot of self pity in those f:
early days.” 3
=, K o :
. But Dole says, “I'm not was a nurse, )
to it yet. I'm still embarrassed about - sequently became Mrs. Bob Dole. The 3
it. You're reminded of it every morn-  marriage lasted until 1972 and the ¥
ing,” trying to button a shirt collar _Doles had one daughter, Robin, now 4
with only one hand. “ 22, He now is married to Elizabeth ;
He ' spent the cam) 's. {irst Hanford, an FTC commissioner on 3
month— a terribly inept one fromthe  leave 3
ics — getting ey cpRVED party and g
used {0 the pace, lelling smal) gTOUPS  pregigen Nixon so well he was GOP :
gtmw‘; a “hatchet man” but more _ Chairman in 1971 and 1972. But he | 3
of a “tabby cat” who tells the truth, ' feVer !g:““m to mmmﬁqfug 4
Eventually, however, a&wm e rakindt ' ] &
liners' that put him on the Dole survived -politicall 1
B -pol y because &
Tesing o Ford aiacks om Cartr's _{he Walegaieabuss were i o he $
m ,.. . ﬁ:ﬂ* - ]n. & u & .
ey - . m mfhgmhimaﬁfimu
' p . “I was given a Ci
HE ALSO REFERRED eI G A Camp
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lywuw‘!rmn&imatwm'thu David
century.” But most of his - called.
ances were before friendly crowds,
one called him on it.
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with Walter Mondale, and said Wa- meml,

tergate should be no more of an issue : = In 1960 he was elected to the House
this year than those ‘‘Democrat and re-lected every two years until-
wars." Many Democrats! were he won a senate seat In November

shocked by that remark and Mondale 1968, succeeding retiring Republican
retorted that *“You have richly earned )
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