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By Yobo

RUSSELL — Main street
:g:u-h' the early m.in:
. hours in anticipation of the
: visit' of President Ford and

his “GOP running mate and

Russell's: favorite son, BSen.

Several hours before the -

arrival, residents trickled "I cut his hair eyery two ;

downtown and to the Russell - Weeks,” Byler said about the another part of the T-year old Bryan Gates, his
County Courthouse square, Mman who walked by with his street, Ray Krug was talking gotten a big ¢ out of prother, Billy, 6, and cousin
where Ford and were Wife. Hel,llkunﬂa!.top.md with Wayne Marietta. Krug ~that,” Marietta of Dole’s Bud, 6, nodding their
Ig’dnfto'tpuk.m\dthe its unusual to see ‘em any- gaid Dole was a good buddy selection. ! Watching the early
usinessmen joked .and ™MOre. "~ of his, | Others who seemed to be . from the top of a
talked about the goon arrival Other hair he cut included “I'm proud of Kansas and getting a kick out of the go- ﬁ‘wm Phillip Miller
of the two while other towns- Bob Dole’s, when the GOP I'm proud of Bob Dole,” he ings on were the sons and  Mike Hill and L. D. Hudson

s of wpleome.

vice presidential running
mate was younger.

Aatehniorvdowss - (ug-2 1976

really
tickled to death when Ford who said Dole's parents used

As the time of the arrival .
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_ of
_ Norma Stangle made note John Marietta did the hon-
of Ford and Dole came of all the h . _ s’ A
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Choice of Dole

surprise to all

By Dean Hinnen

They're busy taking down the bunting
at Kansas City's Kemper Arena, the news
organizations are packing their bags to re-
turn to the coasts or wherever and the
sale of Kansas City strip steaks has re-
turned to normal at the Golden Ox.

But Kansans and Republicans through-
out the country still are buzzing about the
selection of Sen./ Bob Dole as the GOP's
vice presidential nominee.

Convention week was an up and down
one for Dole supporters.

Dole was talked about as a potential
veep in almost every news story filed
from Kansas City on Sunday and Monday.
By Tuesday, the president’s list report-
edly had been trimmed to four potential
running mates, and Dole wasn't among
them. The New York Times never men-
tioned him in its Wednesday story on pos-
sible running mates for Ford. Neither did
the Kansas City Times.

Dole talked on the telephone to his 1974
campaign chairman, Dave Owen, at about
10:45 a.m. Thursday morning. Both ex-
pected Ford to choose Sen. Howard Baker
of Tennessee.

Less than 46 minutes later Dole's phone
rang. It wasn't Owen this time, and
within seconds the Russell native had ac-
cepted the second spot on the GOP ticket.

“Dole isn't a houseliold word, but it's a
four-letter word you can get used to,"

" Dole told newsmen after the president an-

nounced the selection.

Many convention delegates, particularly
the long-time party pros, knew Dole. He
stumped nationwide during his tenure as
national chairman in 1972 and 1973. The
pros haven't forgotten. )

News analysis

But many of the delegates at this year's
convention were new to Republican poli-
tics — particularly the Reagan delegates,
who were often compared to Sen. George
McGovern's forces at the 1972 Democratic
convention. They were Reagan supporters
‘first, Republicans second. Many knew litle
if anything about the junior senator from
Kansas, : '

Delegates and commentators alike ex-
pressed surprise that the GOP ticket
would have two midwesterners on it — al-
though Kansans have difficulty consid-
ering Michigan the midwest.

The geographers had an abundance of
tll:orles for whom Ford should select and
why.

“A southerner — Baker, for example —
g:lg::; loosen Jimmy Carter's grip on the
utn. 3 .

A westerner — and names were scarce
after Reagan said he wouldn't accept the
vice presidency — might salvage the Sun
Belt and bring Reagan country into the
Ford camp.

A northeasterner — Pennsylvania’s Bill
Scranton or Commerce Secretary Elliot
Richardson, who hails from Boston —
could help. Ford take advantage of Car-
ter's weakness there.

Geography aside, the others all lacked
one attribute that apparently tipped the
scales in Dole's favor.

With the exception of Ronald Reagan,
Dole has no peer among Républicans as a
campaigner. He should be the most excit-
ing of the four national candidates to
watch during the campaign.

And with Ford planning to use the so-
called “presidential strategy" — staying in
Washington to run the country and doing
a limited amount of stumping for votes —
the number two man had to be a cam-
paigner.

And even his critics acknowledge that
Dole is an articulate, hard-hitting cam-
paigner whose humor and personality win

him friends even among those who dis-
agree with his politics.

* He also is a good debater and he and
Carter's running mate, Sen. Walter Mon-
dale, are expected to debate during the
cam i

While it would be difficult for Carter to
insist that Ford debate him and not let
the vice presidential candidates do the
same, letting Mondale accept the Dole de-
bate challenge may be one of Carter’s first
campaign mistakes. Dole thrives on verbal
warfare. Mondale, on the other hand,
does not have a reputation as a great de-
bater.

Dole also is the conservative darling of
many eastern liberal newspaper colum-
nists, and a popular guest for the Sunday
television political shows. His staff mem-
bers say he even has managed to make
peace with Washington Post publisher
Katherine Graham, despite his harsh criti-
cism of the Post during Watergate.

Columnists, publishers and television °

hosts aren't a large voting bloc, but their
friendship is an asset to any candidate,
par:idcuhrly one who is not a household”
word. |

And at this time last year how many
Americans could name a former governor

g
of
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Bob Dole can draw on good supply
— of quick quips on campaign trail

By JOHN SCHMIEDELER

At least one of Bob Dole's engag-
ing characteristics has not been in
the least changed by his new status
as a candidate for national office.

The Kansas senator is still the quick-
est quip around with a stock of one-
liners that Henny Youngman would
envy.

In fact, his selection as the Republi-
can vice-presidential candidate has pro-
vided a whole new sea of material.
Dole shared his quips, most of them
turned toward himself, with about 100
Salinans Friday afternoon at the Salina
Hilton Inn.

Surprised by choice

He professed he was ‘‘totally surpris-
ed" that he was President Ford's selec-
tion as a running mate.

“'Before I left Washington (for the
Kansas City convention where he was
a delegate and member of the platform
committee), 1 had a call from the
White House. Was 1 available as a
vice-presidential candidate?

“‘Well, why not?

“So I took my tax returns, financial
statement, latest health report, all that

kind of thing to the White House.

‘‘But 500 other persons had the same
call.

“When I didn't hear anything fur-
ther, I thought it was one of those
home consumption things.

“The editors said my selection
wasn't possible and, for once, I agreed
with the editors.

“I really thought it would be Senator
Baker (Howard Baker of Tennessee.
He had a direct line to (President
Ford) in his room ... and I didn't. He
had champagne all ready in Washing-
ton ... and I didn't.

“When the President called I remem-
bered that my room was right next to
John Connally’s room. And I thought
perhaps he had been connected with
the wrong room.

“So 1 accepted before I identified
myself.

“President Ford asked how 1 was

and I said I was a bit nervous. He said:
‘What are you nervous about? I think
we'll do well together.’

“And then I don't
anything."”

remember

Too much alike, Carter says

PLAINS, Ga., (UPI) — Jimmy Car-
ter says one of the weaknesses of the
Republican ticket is that President
Ford and his running mate, Sen. Rob-
ert Dole of Kansas, are too much alike.

In a news conference Friday, in
which he accused Ford of “'completely
dormant” leadership in the White
House, Carter also questioned Ford's
campaign strategy.

*1 was surprised,” the Democratic
presidential nominee said of Ford's se-
lection of the Kansan.

“I know, for instance, of at least
three prominently mentioned candi-
dates for vice president that would ,
have done well in the South and border
states-certainly Ronald Reagan, John
Connally and Howard Baker would .
have

Carter also said that Ford apparent-
ly decided not to go into the Northeast
with a strong running mate, ‘‘Someone
like Elliot Richardson or William |,
Simon, who would have been very help-

ful up there.”

Carter said the ‘“homogeneity’’ of
the ticket *‘possibly could be a weak-
ness for the Republicans.”

Carter said Ford chose Dole appar-
ently to give him strength in the
Midwest.

Dole, of course, can be serious and
was before the Salinans in his endorse-
ment of Ford and the planned vigor of
the Dole campaign.

*“I know this man. I spent 8 years in
the House of Representatives with
him, He's a good and decent person. I
think the peopleé know this.

*‘But we're-not certain of the opposi-
tion. So we'll be pointed in our attack
— not personal, but to point out the con-

tradictions in Mr. Carter (the Demo- -

cratic candidate).”
Praises Reagan

He was lavish in praise of Ronald
Reagan, the defeated challenger. *'It
took courage for Governor Reagan to
come out of the bleachers Thursday
night and embiace President Ford.
He's committed, not just to this ticket
and this party, but to a philosophy
many persons in this country share.”

Dole also repeated the promise made
by Ford in Russell: “No more em-
bargos! (Stopping foreign sales of US
grain). He means it. It was a mistake.
He has been very emphatic."

Dole said he expects to see a new
farm program *‘very much like the pre-
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“Allotments? Not If you vote-

Republican.”

About his own campaign plans: °

‘“We’re going back to Washington and
I'll appear on ‘Face the Nation' (CBS

television interview show) Sunday. I :

guess we'll get the rest of Sunday off.

“On the flight here from Russell,”
President Ford mentioned there is to.

be an American™ convention in
Seattle which he cannot attend..Jt.was

suggested maybe someone else could™

go there."

Dole also expects to go to Vail,

Colo., where President Ford is vaca-
tioning, for some campaign strategy
sessions.

“When you start campaigning 20
points behind, you can’t waste time."

Dole was presented an engraved sil-
ver plate from Salina supporters,
Mayor Jerry Simpson, who introduced
him as the “next vice-president of the
United States'’. The inscription read:
“To Senator Dole: Congratulations
from the heart of your state and the
hearts of your supporters. 20 August
1976.""

Dole ready
to debate
43 ) Mondale

RUSSELL Kan. (UPI) — Republican
vice presidential nominee, Sen. Robert
{ Dole of Kansas, says he’s ready to spar
i wits in a public forum with the Demo-
crats’ number two man, Sen. Walter
Mondale of Minnesota.
And Mondale says he ‘“would be
glad" to debate Dole any time. '
Following the example of President
Ford, who has already challanged |
Jimmy Carter to a, debate, Dole ex-
pressed a willingness Friday to tackle
Mondale in verbal battle.
‘'Sen. Mondale and I have been debat-
ing for years on the Senate floor,”
Dole said. ““I guess we’ll just have to
move it out of the Senate chamber,
*‘Of course it’s up to the President,”

Dole added.

sent one. The Congress seems to like

-

of Georgia other than Lester Maddox?

“Now they've heard about us" »

Dole puts

Russell

. on the map

! RUSSELL, Kan. (UPI) — Residents
d say this dusty, central Kansas town
usually is quiet, but the small oil and
d:) agricultural community exploded in
{Jlﬂehrauon during a brief visit by Pres-
ident Ford and hometown boy Sen. Bob
ﬁ Dole, R-Kan.

Ford and Dole, the newly selected
P presidential and vice presidential
(rﬂ&el. visited the city brieflv Friday,
but after the one-hour campaign stop
the thousands of cheering supporters
turned to their homes and business-

men re-opened their shops.
) “This is probably the biggest thing
v  that's ever happened to western
Kansas,”" said Steve Cole, a co-owner
\_of the drug store where Dole worked
as a boy. “When he goes to Kansas
City now, we won't have to spell Rus-
sell for them, because now they've

heard about us.”
A woman sitting at the store's soda

fountain counter agreed.

*“1 guess things are really going to
change around here,’' she said.
“‘Maybe now we'll get direct dialing
for long distance calls instead of hav-
ing to go through the operator."

Dole, whose mother still lives in the
one'story red brick house where he
grew up, spoke from a stage set up in
front of the Russell County Courthouse
where he worked for eight years as
county attorney.

*'I can recall the time when I needed
help and the people of Russell helped,"”
he said and then stopped speaking for
nearly a minute and sobbed quietly.

Recalled collection

Bud Dawson, a boyhood friend, said
Dole probably was remembering the
time the town took up a collection for
him after he was wounded in World
War II. Dole spent 39 months recuper-
ating in a Veterans Hospital, but the
severity of his wounds, which left his
right arm crippled, required the atten-
tion of a non-government specialist.

““When he was wounded he spent so
many months in the hospital they had
to take up a collection for him to help
defray expenses,”” Dawson said,
“"Many of those people who helped him
then and through all his campaigns
were at his speech.”

Dawson said he was not surprised

Dole decided to kick off his campaign
in his hometown.

“It’s typical that he'd want to come
back here first to share his happiness
and victory, with the townspeople," he
said, "'Bob’s appreciative of the people
here.

“He'll never forget them."
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