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arter Likens Dole to Maddox,

Plans to

Chicago Tribune

» PLAINS, Ga. — Democratic nomi-

fee Jimmy Carter put on his cam-
Pign work clothes Friday and
a

unched his first softly spoken but

toughly worded counterattack on the
new Republican ticket.
In what may be a preview of 10.

weeks of campaigning, Carter said he '

would direct his toward
President Ford and avoid, responding

to any criticism from Ford's running

mate, Sen. Bob Dole.

Carter said he wants to avoid the
“bickering" that plagued politicians
in Washington recently, and made it
clear he does not approve of Dole's

“reputation as an aggressive cam-

paigner." During-a press conference
on his front lawn, he compared Dole to

his archenemy in Georgia politic;.-

former Gov. Lester Maddox.
“I'VE HAD A lot of training for that

kind of attack,” Carter said. “I've —

spent four or five years dealing with
Lester Maddox while I was governor
and he was lieutenant governor. He's
an expert."”

When asked about reports that Dole
will try to ignite Carter’s cold-eyed
anger, Carter said at first: ‘I don't
know Sen. Dole very well. I have seen
comments about him that indicate
that he's a very aggressive cage rat-
tler."

But in answer to another question,
he related his own experience with
Dole'in 1974, when Dole was running
for re-election and Carter was the na-
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. . . Carter talked to Plains, Ga., businessmen Friday

tional campaign chairman for the
Democratic National committee.

*[ think one of the attacks that was
made against (his opponent) by Dole

Strategy for Dole:
To Wound Carter,
Bring Out Issues

By JAMES WIEGHART
Of the New York News

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — President
Ford's selection of Sen. Bob Dole of
Kansas as his vice presidential run-
ning mate is part of the “high road,
low road” strategy Ford's advisers
have settled on as their best hope of
overcoming Democrat  Jimmy
Carter's enormous lead in the battle
for the presidency.

Ford, of course, will take the high
road, wrapping himself in his incum-
bency and making lofty, presidential
pronouncements on foreign policy and
on pressing domestic problems such
as the economy, energy, farm policy
and the like.

The President's top political ad-
visers already have indicated that
Ford will spend most of his time from
now to Oct. 15 in the Oval Office, act-
ing “‘presidential,” confining his po-
litical travels to occasional major
speeches before important groups.

DOLE, MEANWHILE, who has the
deserved reputation of owning the
most acid tongue in the Senate, will
head for the hustings on Labor Day to
begin his assigned task of flaying
Carter. The aim is to wound Carter
sufficiently so he will be forced to go
beyond the politics of love and trust
that proved so successful in the
Democratic presidential primaries.

The Kansas senator gave the Re-
publican convention a sample of his
cut-and-slash campaign style in the
speech he delivered to the delegates
Monday night, in which he described
Carter as "a political quick-change
artist,” skilled in the art of “‘decep-
tions and contradictions."

Perhaps Carter, riding a 30-per-
centage point lead over Ford in na-
tional opinion polls, will be able to
ignore Dole's jabs and continue his
pre-nomination campaign practice of
addressing issues in broad brush
strokes and avoiding specifics.

The secret of Carter's amazing suc-
cess thus far has been his ability to
fuzz the issues so skillfully that liber-
als feel he is liberal, while conserva-
tives see him as one of them and
moderates believe him to be a mid-
dle-of-the-roader.

DOLE'S JOB IN THE days ahead —

with the aid of such GOP heavy hitters
as Vice President Rockefeller, former
Treasury Secretary John Connally
and Ronald Reagan — will be to drive
wedges between the various groups
that make up the current Carter co-
alition. .~

For instahce, Carter’s conservative
supporters, particularly in the South,
will be told he favors big spending —
federal jobs, health and welfare pro-

News
Analysis

grams that would add $100 billion to
next year’s federal deficit. They also
will be bombarded with the liberal
positions of Carter’s hand-picked run-
ning mate, Sen,’ Walter Mondale of
Minnesota, such as liberalized abor-
tion, day care centers for working
mothers and school busing.

The emerging strategy of the Ford
camp obviously is a negative one, de-
signed to cut Carter down to size over
the next two months in the hope that

when Ford takes to the campaign trail

full time Oct. 15, the gap between the
two will be narrowed considerably.
Viewed from this perspective, the
selection of Dole seems an admirable
matching of the job-to the man. The
Ford camp was looking for a political
hit man to shoot down the high-flying
peanut farmer from Georgia and Dole
looks like just the man to do it.

was that (his opponent, Bill Roy) was
an abortionist. And this was a very
damaging allegation made in the last
stages of the campaign and may have
made the difference in the election,”
he said.

The 'Georgia peanut farmer, who
carefully coupled each attack with
faint praise, said he does not expect
sucle.h‘1 campaign techniques from
Ford. -

*I think that would be out of char-
acter,” he said of the President, ad-
ding that he plans to debate Ford on
his record and the Republican plat-
form, while leaving the rougher cam-
paign style to his running mate, Sen.
Walter Mondale, D-Minn.
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Aim Attack at Ford

But Carter, who apparently plans to
stress his criticism of Ford's leader-
ship ability, was averse to linking the
President with his predecessor.

Asked why he refers to the past four
years as the “Nixon-Ford adminis-
tration,” Carter said: “There is an

complete continuity — not in
the crimes, I think President Ford is

. anhonest and decent man — but inthe _

policies.
“In a completely dormant way, he
simply extended what Nixon had

evolved, Nixon being a much more °
active and aggressive President, and |
1 think, to that extent President Ford *
is responsible for the continuity that ';

exists.”

“BUT IN USING this approach,” |

one reporter asked him, *‘Aren't you
Iink'm§ Ford to a fairly unsavory

“Well,”" Carter said, smiling, “It's

not my fault that Nixon’s unsa-

\l'al'y."

Carter, who has remained quiet and
mostly out of sight this week, ap-
peared calm and confident in re-

sponding to

against his smile, his gubernatorial
record, his campaign style and even
his apparent love of softball.

But one reporter apparently caught
the nominee off guard by asking him
why he was wearing a coat and tie for
the first time at a press conference on
his lawn. For most of the summer in
Plains, Carter has been wearing ei-
ther sport shirts and slacks or work
shirts and blue jeans. Friday he had
on a coat and tie.

*Is there some meaning in this?” a
reporter asked.

“I believe (one of the Republican
speakers) referred to you as a quick-
change artist. Is that what they
mean?"

Carter laughed, blushed slightly
and then answered: “Well, I can wear
both. I do wear a tie on occasion, and I
certainly reserve the right to change
my clothes.”

that takes | |
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Ry Anne Keegan

night News Seivice

RUSSELL, Kan. -

an  stond  an

He saw no ties or filted suits or

the platform  and
vked oul al the crowd,

The politi-
Sen. Dole

hometown
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HIBBING, Minn. (AP) — Sen, Walter Mondale
he would be pleased to debate Sen.
Bob Dole, his Republican vice presidential oppo-

said

Republican attacks -

wipes away a tear at
reception, (UPI photo)

house Jawn where the Republican
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g spenders with snazzy signs, He
w farmers’ hats and farmers'
nts — with the while skin sneak-
g down from beneath their short
ceves. He saw open faces and
-ndmade signs and pickup trucks.

And standing there beneath the
urthouse trees and looking out at
e people he used Lo be, the politi-
'n — who wants tp be Vice Presi-
nt — started to cry.

Bob Dole had come home.

It was a moment of triumph to
‘urn where he'd begun and face
~ people who started him off. For

brought the President of t(he
uted States with him, Right down
¢ main street in Russell., Right
wn to the cool shade of the court-

woiren were roasling wieners, Right
doewn 1o the old limestone building
whepe his political career began.

Waiting for him there Friday
were all his friends — farmers
who'd driven 50 miles, old people in
lawn chairs hugging their canes who
camc to see "“Doley's son "

And here he was coming lo town.
In & limousine with the Secret Ser-
vice and the national press. Stand-
ing up there on the Chamber of
Commerce’s platform, holding hands
with the President while the high
school band playved “It's a Grand
Old Flag "

“The FPresident toid me he
wanted to begin this campaign in
the heartland of America,” Dole
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 Dole’s hometown

cares for
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raid, standing tall and
smonth  and  gray-sunted
hefore the mike. “And 1
told him 1 knew & lille
place that was quaiifhed.”

“1 never helieved I'd he
in this position. 1 never
believed it when 1 was in
thizr county courthouse, I
never believed it when I
was in the legislalure, or
in Congress, » n the Sen-
ate”

Dole lonked at the pen-
ple around him. "1t just
fhows you can come from
a small town , . . and sue-
ceed. 1 can recall when 1
necded help, the people of
Russell helped.”

And then TBnb Daule,
who's never lost a political
fight and never let an np-
ponent off * easy, bhroke
down. He stopped talking.
Humbled before them, he
let out a =oh.

For a moment there was
gilence. And then the peo-
ple of Russell began to
cheer. The cheers grew
louder and  louder,  And
Boh Dole lonked up. wiped
awayv the tears, and added
quietly, "It was a long
time agn."

Perhaps Bob Daole was
remembering  what  the
town did for him when he
came back from the war,
wounded and on a down-
hill slide.

“Chet Dawson slarled a
drive and collecled over
$2000 to pay for Bob to
have an operation in Chi-
cago,” said Dean er of
the local department store.
“Just  abour everyvhody
chipped in. That expeii-
ence did something ta him
Here we do that kind of
thing ail the time. If a
farimer is <ick, why, the
next! dav five tractms will
puil in and all the ather
farmers will cut his wheal
That's what people in Rus-
sell are like.”

Perhaps he was remem-

its own

bering the eight yeais he
wids  county  atlorney in
Rus=rll, making $50 a
week and sholling across
the courthou-e lawn 17
Veurs  ago WOITYing
aboutl  county  deeds and
speeding tickets and how
to pet a <Lt in the Re- l
publican Paity, :

Perhaps he was seeing
the faces of people whn
took him back a long time.
l.ake Georze Baxler, his
fomtball  coach, who was
standing the @
vrowd. '

“Pab wasn't the star on !
the team, he was a work= |
er. I'll never forget the |
game agminst Elhs High |
Sehonl when the field was
ton muddy o run with the |
ball, The score was zero to
zern and lhe game was
just about over and Bob !
caught A pass at the goal
line. It was the last play of
the game and we won it.

“The other coach was so |
mad he threw down his
hat and jumped on it. But
Bob just smiled. He was a
quiel  bov  who  always |
worked. He was an ordi-
nary boy from ordinary
people. But he turned out
just fine _

Russell has changed a '
bit since Bob Dole moved
out of town. [nterstate 70
passes by a mile or two |
oul of town and businesses |
have grown up around it.
Farmers are no longer
poor. They've got traclors
with air conditioning and
radios inside.

Back up on the plat-
form, Bob Dole started to
smile again. The people of
Russell smiled back, He
introduced the President
to his town, end they
vheered,

And when he left, 30
later thev
rrowded  araund in =ax
goodby. They liked him
for his tears. For Bob Dole
had chnwn he hadn'l real-
Iy forgotien where it all
began.
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