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. “*And if you ask those
of us who ranlly know him, he can
not only take it — believe us, he
can really dole it out.”

There was a report Ford could
not find his nominee, and a Dole
spokesman confirmed that Ford

“placed his call at 10:18 a.m. CDT
and did not get through until
10:31, apparently because Dole
was not in the room Ford thouzht
he was in. !

His room was just down the hall
from another more promiaent
contender and Dole said, “I
though the President called John
Connally and got the wrong num-
ber.”

Page 6 — The Russell Daily News,
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eryLw'\lor@umrn — “Bob
will be a big help to Ford with the
farm vote. He will give the ticket
balance. He is aggressive and a
. I am real

which we deserve S
Mrs. Dean er — "I was
very, very surp , but I know
that Bob is very capable and is
- well qualified for the job. And
then, Russell, you know, is bigger
than Plains, Ga.”

Don Woelk — “As one of Bob's
coordinators in his first race for
Congress in 1960, I know he will
be a big asset to the Ford ticket.
Dole is a tireless campaigner,
and I am sure Ford's strategists
had looked him over well and
studied every possible angle of
his candidacy.”
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whichtheFord—Doleteamhastowintoxur—
vive. It is more than window dressing, too.
There are many common bonds between the
men in their beliefs, ideals, and approach to
the American Way which they will be
adopted in a sweeping victory in November.

Bob Dole is a man with a plan. In his.
years of public office, he has held, in the
practical, down-to-earth manner of those
who are sincere, to the concepts which make
this nation great. While Russell is his home,
he has represented his district, his state, and
hopes to represent his nation.

But today, Bob Dole is the boy who
worked hard in high school, was an athlete,
carried newspapers, worked at the soda
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He is the same young man who

tremendous odds, largely thehdpo!
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- 'war. He is the same sobered soldier who
heard Dr. Klickian in Chicago, a surgeon re-

for his rehabilitation, admonish:
“Don't worry about what you have lost.
Think now about what you have left and what
you can do with it.”

“What you can do with it” is the Bob
Dole story. His charm, wit, practical prac-
tice of thé art of dehate conference. ‘and
compromise; and his determination to over-
cmnechallmgesarepmofofwhathedidand
is doing with

.BobDolelsthemnntodaywboaes}mdow
~was cast many years ago when he grew up in
Russell, learned Russell values, benefitted
tromnussellenvimunent,andsrmpedlnthe
form provided by a set of circumstances
which made the boy into the man and
the man into leader.

“Itistrue that the fateful date, Nov. 2, lies
ahead. Today, Bob Dole is a vice-presi-
dential candidate. Tomorrow he may be
vice-president or he may be practicing law
somewhere. Russell people care, of course,
about the spin of fortune’s wheel that lies
ahead. But today, they are assured that
Bob Dole is what they've long .known—a
hometown boy who is someone special. And
most of those honoring him have had a part

» in that effective and perfectly natural devel-
‘opment of Bob Dole, Russell’'s hometown

boy.—R.T.T.

Ford-Dole Team Predicts Victory

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (UPI) —
President Ford entered battle
against the Democrats and his
own underdog image today, chal-
lenging Jimmy Carter to debate
and predicting victory in Novem:
ber.

His running mate for the diffi-
cult fray is Kansas Sen. Robert J.
Dole, 53, a fellow Midwest conser-
vative and a 'slashing partisan
infighter, who enjoys wide re-
spect .within the Republican
party.

Ford accepted his party’s hotly
contested presidential nomin-
ation Thursday night at the final
session of a turbulent Republican
National Convention, which over-
whelming]y ratified his surpris-
ing choice of Dole.

After a campaign strategy
meeting with GOP party leaders,
Ford flies west to Russell, Kan.,
for a barbecye picnic in Dole’ s
wheatlands hometown, then
takes his family to Vail, Colo., for

a 10-day vacation to plot cam-
paign strategy.

Ford's appearance and speech
were enthusiastically greeted,
butRonaldReagansappearance
destroyed the convention time-

table again and again, until he

finally joined Ford on the
rostrum, -

““We must go forth from here
united, determined that, as a
great general said a few years
ago, there is no substitute for
victory,” Reagan said.

The band blared, *California,
Here I Come,” the crowd roared
and danced in the aisles and
Reagan turned and grasped
Ford’s hand, his free hand rest-
ing on the shoulder of the man
who destroyed his White House
dreams,

Vice President Nelson Rocke-
feller reached over to shake
Reagan’s hand and said one
word: ‘“‘Beautiful.”

Ford urged the public to oust

tlw“vote-hungry lree-spen
Democratic majority in Cm
gress, and promised a balanced
federal budget by 1978.

At the last minute, against the
advice of some of his political
strategists, the President insert-
ed this challenge into the text of
his 26-minute, nationally televis-
ed speech: :

““This year the issues are on our

side. I'm ready — eager to go |

before the American people and
debate the realissues face-to-face
with Mr. Carter.”

“The people have the right to |

know first hind exactly where
both of us stand.” In Plains, Ga.,
even before the cheers for Ford's

challenge had died, Carterleaped |

to accept.

“I'm asking President Ford to
join me in a debate or a series of
debates on the choices facing the
American people,” he sdid in a
stetement reatd to reporters by
press secretary Jody Powell.

It would be the first presiden- |

tial debatu since 1960, when
Nixon and John Kennedy met in
four nationally televised appear-
anced, Those debates are widely
credited- with helping Kennedy
win the presidency that year.
Ford discarded Watergate as a
thing of the past, overcome by
what he called the example of
“honesty,. decency and personal
integrity’’ he had set in the past

two years. :
And, in a preview of a major
issue he will stress this
fall, the President told cheering,

‘chanting GOP delegates: and a

television audience: *“‘After 22

long years of majority misrule,

let's change the United States
'!l’

The 'convention made Dole the

'President’s running mate by an

unofficial roll call .vote of 1,921 to '~

337, with 102 abstentions, and
then voted to give Dol: the
nomination by acclamatioii.
Carter congratulated Ford on
his victory during a three-minute

‘telephone call from. Georgla at

midmorning Thursday. Ford said
his party was reuniting quickly.
“I anticipated that," - Carter re-
plied. “I'm not surprised.”
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Dole Is Chose;rag
GOP Running Mate.

Kansas City

President Ford surprised his fellow Republicans
yesterday by selecting Senator Robert J. Dole of Kansas
as his running mate, then electrified the convention by
challenging Democratic -rival Jimmy Carter to debate
him on television.

Mr. Ford said he is “ready to debate the real issues”™
with Carter.

The ehallenge, a dramatic, last-minute addition to

the- President's was ' greeted. nf
approval from the parﬁsan crowd. e o

And it was promptly accepted by Carter in Plains. }
Ga., who called on the President to join him in a series |

of debawe on “the choices facing Amerlmns

Carter said he hopes the o settleona
format that will allow “tough examination" of the |

choices by newsmen.

He said there should be the “fullest and most

detailed” examination of the programs offered by both
sides.

The debates, if they are staged, would be the first
between presidential candidates since the Nixon-
Kennedy debates in the 1960 campaign. They would
also be the first in history between an incumbent
president and his challenger. -

The President, giving one of the most powerful
speeches of his political career was interrupted many

ﬂﬁes by applause and three times

+ by standing ovations. The crowd
| also gave him a standing ovation at

the close of his speech.

He pledged in his acceptance
speech to fight “with a total will to
win a great victory.”

“This nation is sound,” the 38th
President told the final session of
the Republican National Conven-
tion. “This nation is secure. This
nation is on the march to full

 economic recovery and a better
quality of life for all Americans.”

The 2259 delegates assembled
in Kemper Arena ratified their
noiminee’s selection of Dole, a 53-

_year-old conservative known for

aggressive partisanship and a sav-
age wit.

A movement by some South-
erners to draft Ronald Reagan, Mr.
Ford's vanquished adversary, fiz-
zled  earlier, and there was no
orgzm:edoppmuhntomel(nnsan.

Some hard-core conservatives
in such pro-Reagan states as Texas,
Oklahoma and Florida refused how-
ever, to back Dole and voted for
Senator Jesse A. Helms of North
Carolian or other rightwing figures.
In California, 84 of the delegates
abstained and, overall, Dole lost 378
votes that were cast in protest.

Beneath the gaiety of the

_ delegates as they welcomed their

Why Ford Plcked Dole

By Rudy Abramson

Kansas City

A few minutes after 10 a.m.

yesterday, President Ford looked
around a circle of hollow-ey
political advisers who had talk
through the wee hours of night,
and told them Senator Robert J.
le of Kansas was his choice for a
i mate.

had stopped near dawn

_for three hours of sleep and had

come back with clearer heads to
think over their tentative decision
once more.

When they quit for their nap,
the consensus was Dole. Now it was
still Dole, and Mr. Ford decided
they had talked enough.

He placed a call to another
convention'hotel a five-minute ride
away and, within the hour, the
Kansas senator was dell\rered in a

rented economy car to a national
television audience.

The decision had been one of
the toughest for Gerald Ford since
he emerged from relative obscurity
to begin . practicing politics on a
national stage two years ago.

When he sat down with his
most trusted political advisers to
decide finally on a companion to
help him meet the challenge of
Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale,
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