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Joy, tears
for Kansans

By Dean Hinnen .

OLATHE - , Laughter,
tears of joy and some sur-
prise marked the Kansas de-
legation’s reaction to the
naming of Sen. Robert Dole's
R-Russell selection as. Gerald
Ford’s running mate. -

“It's, the greatest thing
that's happened at this con-
vention — for Kansas and
the country,” said Calvin
James, Jewell, GOP 1st Dis-
trict chairman.

James, who up until
Wednesday was an uncom-
mitted delegate, talked with
President ‘Ford on Monday.
The subject of Dole as a vice
president came up in that dis-
cussion.

For Joe Hill, RFD 4, the
Dole selection was a pleasant
surprise. -

“I"told a radio reporter
this morning I thought it
would be Howard Baker,” he
said,

Hill, a wheat farmer, said
the selection of Dole will
bring Midwestern farmers
back into the Ford camp.

Hill wasn't the only sur-
prised Repbulican, however.

Dave Owen, Dole's 1974
Senate campaign chairman,
didn’t learn of Dole's selec-
tion until moments before
the - official announcement
shortly after noon.

“The Senator and I were
talking up until about a quar-
ter of 11 and he didn’t know
then. We both thought it
was Howard Baker,” he said.

Owen, who was host for a

barbecue for the Kansas dele-

gation, was grinning from
e oo e b o
gra while greeting
the dqleg-l.l.lon.

“I can’t believe it,” Owen
said as he shook "hands with
excited Kansas Republicans.
Owen said he does not yet
know what his role will be in
the national campaign, “but I
will do whatever the Senator
asks me to.”

The selection of Dole is ex-
pected to boost the chances
of Kansas Republicans seek-
ing lower offices in the No-
vember election.

Damon Weber, Caldwell,
GOP candidate for state
treasurer, said he was “so ex-
cited about the announce-
ment I hadn't stopped to
think of it,"” but, he said, the
coat-tail effect obviously
would be a boost to his cam-

paign ' against incumhent
Joan Finney.

Gene Eastin, Dodge City,
a member of Rep. Keith Se-
belius’' staff, said Dole “will
be a great help to the Ford
ticket."

And Eastin and Weber
both agree that Dole can
bring Ronald Reagan suppor-
ters back into the party's
mainstream.

Some Reagan mpporters
weren't so sure.

“As far as Kansas is. con-

cerned, people are upset
with Dole,” said Betty Ha-
nicke, a Reagan delegate
from Westwood.
. She said the vice presi-
dent-designate had been
“talking out of both sides of
his mouth on ERA."”

Mrs. Hanicke said she
would have preferred Sen.
Howard Baker of Tennessee
as the vice presidential candi-
date.

Another Reagan delegate,
George Miles, said the selec-
tion of Dole was “a hell of a
lot better than a lot of possi-
bilities."

But neither Miles nor
Mrs. Hanicke planned to
vote for Dole for vice presi-
dent.

Miles said he would let his
alternate handle his dele-
gates duties Thursday night,
but would instruct the alter-
nate to vote for Dole.

Mrs. Hanicke abstained in
a poll of the, Kansas delega-

tion at a Thursday afternoon

caucus, and was expected to
repeat that vote on the floor
Thursday night.

Gerald Wood, an a.lbernate

legah who supports Rea

e e e ——

- R m ey e

LI Ry

o

B S .

wu"th.rilhrlw :

delth" hy the selection of
Dole.

“He will make a strong ad-
dition to Ford ticket,” Wood
said.

. Crown '
headquarters, and with Dole,

7, '
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (UPD)
— President Ford followed up
his "hard-won presidential
nomination over Ronald
Reagan Thursday by choosing
Sen. Robert Dole of Kansas as
his running mate 'against

' - Jimmy Carter, .

Ata nem'conl'erence at his
' Center - Hotel

standing - alongside, - the
President said, “It's a very
great occasion for me. I'm
really thrilled with the op-
ortunity of having Bob Dole
my running mate.”

~—Ford's-announcement-caimne

less than seven hours before
he final session of the

F'Republican National Con-

vention which rust ratify the
selection, and ' after he

discussed the subject with

Reagan during a party unity
meeting in the wee hours
Thursday morning.

Reagan said afterward that
Ford did not offer him the vice
presideritial spot.

The selection of Dole, 53, a

. former GOP national chair-
‘:f-_man. came as several con-

ention delegations which

By SCOTT SEIRER
Of The News Staff

The news that Sen: Bob Dole
has been chosen to campaign
with President Ford has
surprised the folks back home
in Russell and left his family
in a state of confusion at
Kansas City.

“I think it's the greatest
thing that, ever happened to
us,"'said a noticeably excited
Everetl 'Dumler, .manager. of
the ..Russell . Chamber of-
€ommerce.

Dale’s: family, including his

. mother, Mrs. Dorian._Dole,

and his brother, Kenneth, both
of Russell, watched the
televised announcement from
their room at the Holiday Inn
near the old airport.
"‘‘We're pretty elated,”
Kenneth  ‘Dole, an oil
executive, said. '‘I guess
we're in a state of shock."

“We're standing by at the
hotel waiting for Bob to call,”
Kenneth told The Daily News
in a telephone interview
minutes after <he an-
nouncement.

There was speculation the
family might have to change

-during -conventionweek -had--

hotels quickly for security

reasons.

The wait was a hectic one. |

“We don't know how to
dress or whether to get
dressed.” Dole's mother was

in a nearby room getting her

nair fixed.

backed Reagan's tial
bid sought to launch a
movement to draft him for the
No. 2 spot on the ticket.
Reagan reiterated after see-
ing Ford that he was not in-
terested in running for vice
president. In the-street out-
side, Reagan. supporters
booed and ' hissed Ford,
chanting “we want Reagan"
and *‘write in_Reagan."
There had been little
mention of Dole over the long
weeks of Ford's deliberation
on a running mate. The name;

figuring: most in speculatinn

been; that of Sen. Howard
Baker of -Tennessée.

URI initially learned that
Dole. was 'the man, from
Connecticul state party chair-
man Frederick K. Biebel.

The Kansan is known for his
quick wit and biting debate on
the Senate floor. He. served
two years in the party
chairmanship.

The 31st national GOP
conclave winds up Thursday
night with the more than 4,500
delegates and alternates
voting on lhe Dole selection

Kenneth said his bmther
was ‘invited to breakfast
Thursday morning with the
President and *'I felt he would
gel ll (the vice-presidential
nod)."

He queried Bob . about the

_complefed, - the

and Ford, 63, lweptins lhe
party's endoresement to run
lw!hepresidencyinlﬂsm

‘l‘he Presldent was

nominated on a roll call vote of -
1,187 to 1,070. West Virginia
put Ford over the fop at 1:29
a.m. EDT, after 46 minutes of
. balloting. ;
Once the roll call was
weary
delegates shouted their ap-
proval of a motion to give him
the nomination by ac-
clamation. The convention
then until 7: aq p.m.
~EDT Thursday:——
- “It's been long and lough
but it was great!" Ford ex-
claimed, accepting the
congratulations. of political

eampalpgodown the drain in
seclusion in' ‘his Alameda
Plaza -Hotel handqturw's 25
blocks away.'

The | Reaganites' zany,
colorful show ' of 'support
delayed the scheduled mid-
evening start of ' the
nomination roll call for more
than three hours. It was well
pasl midnight and the end of
prime television time before
Ford could savor victory at
last.

InPlains, Ga., before Ford's
nomination, Democratic no-
minee Cartér predicted the
~President will make a-*'formi--
dable opponent’' and that the
GOP will become reunited
“‘very; ‘quickly" after Kansas
City. 'But . Carter expressed

advisers' and. White House. confidence he could sweep the

staffers crowding his $350-a-
day, rooftop suite at l.he Crown
Center Hotel.

Witnessing his moment of
victory -on television after
eight tortyous months pof
campaigning, the ' President
leaned back, smiled and said:
“l hope nobody demands a
recount.” -

Reagan saw his 10-month

And, he added, “we had
planned to bring Bob with us.”
That will no doubt be changed.

Kenneth said he's been
- surprised at the attention paid
his family by members of the
‘press who have followed the

chances but *'I don’t think he “family throughout Kansas

ever answered my question,"’

Followlng Ford’s, }_lh-

ditl not expect to res

City. ‘‘What are we? VIPs?, s
he aslred mtwlmll.v Pk

"‘hesﬂllltl-ba

ve & ﬁ"mm “They: all -want: a

phone call (from Flu?dl‘ this ' scoop on- somethlug; l've

morning,” he said’ adding
that-he was glad he was in to
take that call.

Because of Ford's an-
nouficement, the Dole family
plans are uncertain. “We had
planned to 'return home
tomorrow,'" Kenneth’ sald,
*we're working people."

never had a scoop in mylife.”
Mearmhile, .at ' Russell,
4 l.he"mws

lowm
with surprise and excltement

.4 “We're all tickled to'den!

sald ' Dick Shields, and ll'l-
dependent oil driller. i
“We're just starting lo get

South even if Ford had Baker
for a running mate.

Ford's big breakthrough
came when: the' convention
Tuesday night rejected, 1,180
1o 1,069 with 10 abstentions, a
high-stakes - Reagan bid: to
force the President to disclose
his ' vice  presidential |
preference in advance of the
nomination ballotma

Russell Folks Excﬂed

Manager Dumler “We,
thought Bob was up there (in
national politics) pretly !ngh
. but we didn’t know
strong he was.” "~
Dumler said Iocal rumors
indicated: Dole, Whose name
was barely. mentioned by the
Ford ' camp ‘earlier, would be

_balance,

passed up in order to give the; Kausge CITY, Mo, (UPD)
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~ southern vote," he explai
‘“But ‘on the other hand the
‘farm vote is important t6o,”
Dumler _said . ‘‘there’s .no
quea " Ford had a problem
with farmers because of
' ‘earlier embargo decisions.
Even Dumler's wife, a
devoted Demotrat, is thrilled
with the Ford-Dole ticket. She

the impact,” said C of C/ promises to support their

campaign.

Dumler said Russéll

| unquestiomably stands to
i benefit from Ford's selection.
i The publicity, he said, will be
| of greatest value but the

economy could be indirectly
benefited.

The Daily News was unable

to contact Russell Mayor
Roger Williams who is at-
tending the Republican
convention with his wife,
City Manager Jim Boyd said
Ford’s selection is ‘‘quite an
honor for this area ... but of -
course (Ford and Dole) have a

_long way to go to get elected.”

SENA'ID DOLE

lole Able To
Dish And Take

out, mey'eallonllobl)uh

‘A tough campaigner is just
. what President. Ford needs
facing-an uphill-fight against
Democrat Jimmy Carter and
again Dole was called in to
help, - this time ' as Ford's

- running mate.

With a tight smile, the
Kansas senator can deliver a
caustic argument on the
Senate floor or.a biting joke to -
a crowd back home. The joke

often is aimed at himself.

With the experience of two_
years as GOP national chair-
man, Dole, 53, perhaps was

the natural choice for tem-

We]l Imuwn ln Waahlngtnn.

- ‘up weak spots in the campaign

against Carter.

Before the Selection, Dole
said- he- thought his. chances
were remote, but asked if he
would accept, he said, *'I think
anybody would want to be vice
president.”

Dole also has avoided ene-
mies. among the defeated
supporters of Ronald Reagan
Despite the fact he was a Ford

! delegate to the convention, the

conservative senator

refrained- from attacking

Even when he spoke in
Ford's behalf at the Kansas

porary chairman for the 1976 state Republican ‘convention
Republican National - Con- - following an appearance by
vention ' at Kansas City,

— Dole's tone was

Reagan
borderinghishomentate. and cmclliatory He :said " both

those. same qualities un-

were fine men he could sup-

doubtedly were a factor: in port and that the party must

President Ford’s selection d a

running mate.

unité 'behind whatever can-
didate is selected.

State Repubhcqns

OLATHE (HNS) — Knmu
Republicans already  are
looking at who might become
their next U.S. Senator: if Sen.
Robert Dole is elected vice
president in November.

The two most frequently
mentioned possibilities are
that Gov. Robert Bennett will
resign and let Lt. Gov. Shelby
Smith appoint him to the post,

or that Dole’s 1974 campaign
cbairmah Dave Owen,
Olathe, might get the nod.

Bennett, who will have the
power to decide Dole’s suc-
cessor if the Senator moves to
the vice presidency, was not
available for *“ comment by
press time.:

YA ot of ' tits

paisnl.owinﬁut That's the
job to do now,” - . - *

But Smith 'said, - tlure
would be a
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'Look Toward Future

pointmenl of either Bennett or
Owen. Both are from Johnson
County, as is the state’s senior
Senator, James Pearson.
Allhmgh Owen's closeriess
to, Dole may help ease any
anti-Johnson County feeling
connected to him, Kansans
from_ points west of Johnson
County are expected to lobby
for the appointment of
someone from outside the
weal&hy Kansas City suburban

No polenlial candidates
hames were
first moments after the an-
nouncement of Dole's

‘selection, however.
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