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_ ' | President Ford now has visible = and it seems bound to

/1ift his prospects for closing the gap with Democrat Jimmy Carter.
"/AndMr. Ford also comes away from this town on the edge of the
Great Plaiss with'a busilag fhate who 18 o BANd-working, hanehutt
campaigner and who should help the President in the race to catch up

~ Sen. Robert J. Dole is known as a thorough, wmx I:zuamn,_ _

completely. loyal arty. He is sufficiently conserva TTS
to inform and lead public opinion, and to furnish that check upon Stly gn IS m’ M;M is'viewed as sufficiently flexible in |
government which no constitution has ever been able to provide. dealing with issues to be acceptable to most party moderates.

—THETRIBUNECREDO [ | FORB @ PRwnevors | u; Doles “philosophy and mine coincide almost identically,” M.

Ford said in introducing his choice of running mate.
~ So it is Ford and Dole . . .

: . More: than anything else, Mr, Dole, a’Kansan, will help Mr. Ford
"“| where the primariés have shown he has troubles with the voters = in the
agricultural belt of the Midwest. ]
The President comes out of this brulsing nomination battle looking
With the choice of Sen. Robert Dole of egists had chosen. In his 1974 reelection |
Kansas as a mate, President campaign, he beat off a challenge from |
Ford has called the signals for a fierce, Democrat William R, Roy by accusing
hard-driving presidential campaign — {ln;y h.i “mudslinging” and t- |

For this he can thank Ronald Reagan, who almost beat Mr, Ford and
misrepresen|
one that will carry the fight directly to record. Also typically, he faced

who, i the end; helped Mr. Ford by providing a stage on which Amer-
.ica’s millions could witness their President emerging a victor.

Jimmy Carter. With the possible ex: the Watergate challenge frankly, dis-

tion of Texas' John Connally, Sen. Dole cussed It in full, and won,

Bllthe President also comes away scarred by the highly -effective
is the most aggressive teammate Mr. votes from all kinds of Kansas Republi-

Item — His effectiveness and strength as a ‘leader were put into ques-
Ford could have picked—a witty, abra- cans—and others.

tion by Mr. Reagan's many primary victories, most of them coming in
the later stages during the 30-primary period that extended, from Febru.

sive, colorful campaigner who has a rec-  -Sen. Dole’s physical handicap—a disa- v ;

ord of beating the odds. bled right arm, the result of a tank

ary into June.
In some respects, this was a highrisk ~°ngagement in Italy during World War

" 'Insofar as Mr. Reagan made Mr. Ford appear to be a loser, he cut

into the President's credibility as President. This was reflected in the
choice on Mr. Ford's part. Sen. Dole has II—also has proved no handicap to him
3 PHILe e politically. As a campaigner, he seems

mll_swhichmad_ Mr. Carter first behind Mr. Ford, then getting out in
be Tabilies - a less forceul baier. 218 {0 punch harder with oné hand than Ltk . Tosil oo 1 Prbatint 1o e Tight ideclop
He ‘:’Whgomter bl:l'zj‘id;m Ni’;?n;;e PI?" Mr. Dole's gravest cmm',se is that ically — causing him to shape harder lines on both l'orelgn _I.Ild domestic
EonR. Cljpce. 20 RUELaen € he must prove himself to be vice presi-

publican National Committee; Mr. Nixon L2
overrode objections from moderate Re- ?ﬁtﬁmnﬁiﬁamw:ﬁ
publican spokesmen to appoint him. As e anarty worker, a whole-souled Re-
the party’s leading spokesman. during publican partisan ;rho has won elections
the growing uproar over Watergate, Mr. only in normally Republican Kansas -
Dole waged a typically fierce battle Yet this too may prove an admlt'age
against Mr, Nixon's critics in govern-  wii son Dole on the ticket disappoint:
ment and the media; he called them ed suppc.lrters of Ronald ﬁeegan will VL
“‘mudslingers." have the “clearcut. choice” u,ey de-
If this was a handicap, however, Mr. mand; there will be little reason for
Dole overcame it handily in his own them to drift toward the liberal Demo-
state. In 1973, when he was forced cratic slate. The GOP this fall will offer
from the party chairmanship, the wide- a solidly welded pair of conservatives—
spread belief was that he had proved one that even has a built-in slogan: It's
too blunt and straightforward for the better to have a Dole as Vice President
coverup strategy that White House strat- than as a policy.

2 Section 2 : " Friday, August 20, 1976 -

THE INEWSPAPER is an institution developed by modern civilization te
present the news of the day, to foster conimerce and industry,

This is reflected in the platform, where the President accepted just
about everything Mr. Reagan wanted.
But it may well handicap Mr, Ford now as he seeks to win over those
independents and Democrats who might be wooed by a GOP moderate,
| but not:by-a.GOP conservative whose position bears much of the Rea

The probable Ford strategy fo
 fall seems apparent: ' g

_ But the convention was a huge qualified suc-
' cess for the President as he turns now to the
e Strive to lock up the President’s own re- President’s strength-before the hoopla and the

gion, the Midwest.

| o Hit Mr. Carter vigorously in the East, es-
| pecially among Roman Catholic voters who ap-
| pear to have serious concerns about Mr. Car-
. ter.

" e Take advantage of what seems to be
i serious weakness in the Democratic campaign
' in the West where Mr. Carter has his worst
+ ratings.

t  Mr, Carter has stated he would run a 50-
: state campaign that concedes nothing to the
! Republicans. But it is known his strategists see
. certain states as pivotal: “New South” states

" like Texas ‘and’ Florida; ‘border 'states like:

' Maryland and Kentucky; industrial states like
| Indiana; big population states like New York
, and Pennsylvania.

If the Harris Poll offered Mr. Ford hope, it

publicity of this week had rallied support be-
hind his party. Even so, the'news was grim:

Mr. Harris found only 28 percent of those
supporting the President nationwide were firm.
All the rest, 72 percent, are considered vulner-
able.

In the Midwest, his home region, support
was even thinner — with a bare 24 percent
“strongly” for Mr. Ford. Some 76-percent of
his supporters are considered “wavering.”

The President’s best standing was in the
West, where 30 percent of his support was

Among religious groups, Mr. Ford runs best
among protestants, but still loses there to Mr.
Carter 37 to 58 percent. Among Roman Catho-
lics, Mr. Ford loses 3t to' 57, and among Jewish
voters, 23 to 72

task of cutting away at the Carter lead. _

o The U.S. public was fascinated by the go-
The tide of battle held the viewers' interest,
keeping them at their TV sets even through
This, it was clear that the Republicans beat
the Democrats in the convention battle for

viewers,

Morale

And this was’ the sort ‘of public-relations
scoop the Republicans needed to lift their mo-
rale as they move now into the uphill struggle °
against the Democrats in key elections this No-
vember — the govermors and congressional
races as well as the presidential contest.

o Further, there seemed to be ample evi-
dence here that the party was coming together
(some of the Reaganites a little reluctantly, of
course) behind the Ford-Dole team.

Again and again, top Reagan people, when
interviewed, are saying (a) that while they
* preferred Mr. Reagan, they really have noth-
ing against the President, and (b) that they |
will back Mr. Ford because their principal con- |
"‘; cern is that Jimmy Carter be denied the presi- "

, also contained a sobering view of his own But two of every three Roman Catholic *-
standing with the voters. ers who support Mr. Carter do so witho

{ The poll was taken July 31 to Aug. 4, before thusiasm. This appears to offer Mr. I.

' the Republican convention, so it measured the good target.
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