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ATTENTION: ALL RUSSELL COUNTY MERCHANTS 
READ THIS MEMORANDUM CAREFULLY 

The ~ legislature passed numerous laws. Aecordi ng to my 
research some of these are important to business :nen and women. I 
am, therefore, reminding the merchants of Russell County of New Laws 
or Amended Laws which l feel are important. 

1. The Law which will most directly affect merchants in our 
County relates to worthless checks. After June 30, 1959 worthless 
checks under $50.00 shall be considered :nisdemeanors and worthless 
checks of $50.00 felonies, Before the 1959 admendment worthless 
checks under ~20.00 were considered ~isdemeanors and worthless checks 
of $20,00 or more were considered felonies. Before the admendment 
if a person wrote a checlt for over $20,00 and then left Kansas, we 
could initiate proceedings to have him returned to face prosecution, 
and, of course, in many cases the case would be settled by payment 
of the check and court cost3o Under the amended law if a person 
writes a check for any amount up to ~49.00, we could not return him 
to Kansas for pl'osecution, but on a check of $50o00 or !!lore we could 
return the check offender. 

A similar change was made with reference to laws relating to 
larceny, destruction of property and concealing or disposing ·of pro
perty subject to a chattel mortga~e or a conditional sale note. In 
other words, prior to June 30, 1959 $20,00 was the dividing line 
r.nd after J~ne 30, 1959 $$0,00 will be the dividing line. The pract
ical result is that if a person steals something with value of less 
than $SO.OO, destroys pl'operty ·or a value less than $SO,OO or con
ceals or disposes of property subject to a chattel mortgage or condi
tional sale note with a value of less than $50,00 or writes a check 
for less than $50oOO, as set out above, he has committed a misdemea
nor only end if he should leave the State of Kansas after commission 
of the crime, he cannot be returned for prosecution. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1, Reguire identification. 

2. Require the check writer affix his right or left thumb 
print to the backside of the check, 

), Call the Bank upon which the check is drawn and check 
other references given by the party. 

1 J~ . . If etill in doubt, don't take the check, 

2. A new shotlifting law was passed. Under the law if the 
~~lue of the artie e lifted is less than $5o.oo. it is a mi&demeanor 
lp~tty larceny) and if over $50.00, it is a felony (grand larceny). 
J't:r. i:oportant part of this law. provides detention for questioning 
o'i. ';he s~ore premises or in the immediate vicinity thereof in a 
.. ·,·:::s ~nrble manner and for not more than a reasonable time, by the 
1: . :c'! l3 nt or his authorized employee. If done on reasonable grounds 
~ ·:r Jelief of guilt, it is a defense to actions for assault, false 
~~rP.st, false imprisonment, defanation or slander, In other words. 
t ' '1dor 1;his new statute, it appears that the owner or an employee 
~1ey Ll ~tain a person suspected of shoplifting if he has reasonable 
g:'"' ~ · . d::: i:o believe that person to be guilty for a reasonable ti!!le, r 

~ithcr in the store or outside thereof. YOU SHOULD PROCEED CAREFULL~ 
UXDER THIS NEW STATUTE, AS IT HAS NOT YET BEEN COURT TESTED IN IUVNSAS. 

3 o SWITCH BLADE KNIVES 
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NO. 1821 

After October 1, 1959. it shall be unlawful to manufacture, 
possess, display, offer, sell. lend, give away or purchase any 
knife the blade of which opens automatically by hand pressure on 
a button, spring or device in the handle, or which opens or falls 
or is ejected into position by the force of gra\rity1 or by an out
ward, downward or centrifugal thrush or movement~ All such knives 
shall be surrendered to t:~ e Sheriff and viola·t'lon for possession. 
selling, displaying, offcr·i. ~~. lending, giving away, .purchasing or 
manufacturing shall be P :''-'~·'' of not more than $500,00 or imprison
ment not to ex3eed 90 day~. cr both. 

ti-• CIVI.l:_RIGHTS _ 

This simply proh1bihJ denial of civll rights on account of 
race or color. Restaurant1 ore edded to ·~1-Je list of establishments · 
such as schools, ho te ls ~n~ certain places of amusement w~ich are 
forbidd en to ciscri~ina te on account of race, color, national 
origin or ancestl'y. 

5, LA\<1'3 OF GENEP.A~, INTEREST 

1, Seerches a ~~ Se:zures. Search warrants f?r stolen or 
e1Jbe:. zfeoprop"'lrt;y-:.i?.y--nQWbe 'llade in the ni ght time instead 
of the daytime onl:· os heretofore provided o 

2. VotLny_ by ~c\_:i£ Disabled Voters, Rl. ght to cast vote, 
Hhere ·1otP. t' is s.:. c l< cr physically disabled, is extended to 
city elections, both primary and general. 

J. bhb_~ity of_~~f_I_'ents for Damages hy M~.n9r~o Any person, 
partnel'!l ilip, COl';'0- ·eti011, association ur r·t!lTgious organiza
tion, s11d a~y ta..<:'.!>i?, •listrict, or dcrnr:;r:H:! nt, ins~itution or 
aa;ency of the Stal;P. may recover da1r11F·1s 1~;; tv $)OO.GO t'rom 
the p3l'•.:nts of any ~:tnur under 18 yer;r'< 0 :' a~~;e ll~lng with 
his p3T'ents, if such minor malicious.!:.J r:>c' w'.'c!'ul:!.y clestroys 
any property bel•,n[;ing to any such perJO il, partn~>ruhip, etc. 

ThPre we-re many, :nRny other laws passer1, but cl~nnR, I!9 in the 
Check La•.-~ and the nHr Sh0plif';ing Law are impm• t!J'l t and ycur atten
tl.0n is therefo~e caller1 to them, along with other laws of general 
in~erest, If there is any doubt about checks or other criminal law 
v·1 ulat~.o~s, check with Sheriff Milton Galyardt~ or my office. 

Sincerely yours, 

Q~.~~,_.__ 
ROBERT J. DOLE 
Coue!ty Attorney 
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