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NG Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 24, 1989

Mr. Ilya Zaslavski
Member of the Nat ional Legislature
Moscow

Dear Mr. Zaslavski:

Congratulat ions on your election to the Soviet national
legislature. We in the United States Senate watched your
campaign with great interest, and are hopeful that your
election -- and the election of other "new faces" -- portends
well for a more open Soviet political system.

You and I have much in common, going beyond membership in
our respective national legislatures. As a young man in World
War II, I sustained severe injury, from which I still bear
disabling scars today; you, too, were disabled in your youth.
My own experience has made me acutely aware of the unique
challenges faced by millions of disabled people in my country,
and the enormous contributions the disabled can make to a
society which gives them the opportunity. As a result, I have
established the Dole Foundation, which provides job training
and placement grants for disabled persons throughout America.

When I visited Moscow last year, to participate in the INF
Treaty signing ceremony, I proposed to General Secretary
Gorbachev that our countries start a dialogue on disability
issues, within the context of the U.N.'s International Decade
of the Disabled. Together, I suggested, we could explore
techniques on rehabilitation, accommodation, and the
eliminat ion of negative stereotypes of the disabled. Perhaps
you and I could open the door to that dialogue. Should I visit
the Soviet Union, I would certainly want to talk to you about
that possibility. I would also suggest that you cons ider the
possibility of leading a team of professionals from the Soviet
Union in a visit to America, to meet with me and some of our
experts. I know that we could find some common ground, and
learn from each other.

In conclusion, let me again offer my congratulations, both
on your election and on your good work on behalf of the
disabled. 1 look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

BOB DOLE
United States Segé%imxﬁ
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