This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

HOW I OVERCAME MY PHYSICAL HANDICAP

My handicap is a result of wounds reeeived in Italy in 1915 whils
serving with Company I, 85th Infantry, 10th Mowntein Divisiome

In brief, I was hospitalized from April L, 1945 to July 29, 1948,
‘and received troatment during this perfod for the following - fracture of

' the right merus, clavicle and scapula; infestion and stones in right
kidney resulting in removal of that Kidneys pulmonary infaretion; fracture
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bowel and bladder function; stones and infection in loft kidnay,

Rehsbilitation for me started with learning to walk agein, to feed
myself, to write left~handed and ultimately lsarming to partially dress myself
with one hand vhich wes void of normsl feeling, These achievements were
accomplished partly because of my dogged determination to get well, but
equally responsible for my resurgence was the sympathetie understanding and
encouragement I received from my w.fe, my family, hospital persomnel, and
people from my hometown who generously contributed over $i1500 so that I might
undergo treatment by an orthopedie speeialist, '

The most difficult obstacle Paced along rehabilitation road was
returmning to civilian life, I possessed the feeling of security and pride
which accompanies the wearing of a wniform, and the abrupt trensformatiom from
soldier to civilian left me with an indeseribable, helpless feeling. Without
tae uniforn I vas Just another physieal oddity to those who @id not kmow, and
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one except intimate friends and ultimately left an imprint of inferiority
which is not yet entirely eraseds

This helpless feeling, real or imaginary, was somevhat erased vhen I
returned to college in Septenber, 1948. Golng to school ws dffficuit, for
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my right arm was not functioning et all and the left only partlally; hence
it was necessary that my wife accompany me to take notes, carry books, and
write those examinations which I could not take orally.

The following year the Veterans Administration furnished me a recording
machine which I use to pick up lectures; also provided me with a special
typewriter with a left hand keyboard which I now operate quite rapidly.

Though T am jokingly referred o as "part man, part machine® by fellow-
chm,neverthem,Ihawmnhimdam&mgcota.ﬂmtof
a possible 3.00 in Law Schools In February, 1952, I will graduate, receiving
combined A.B. and L.leB. degreess .

Besides attending school, I am an elected member of the House of
Representatives in the State Legislature., Serving in the Legislature has been
of tremendous value in restoring confidence and speeding soeial rehabilitatiom.

Though rehabilitetion is an endless task, I feel confident that the
most difficult period has passed, I have not made any appreciable economie
gain, but I have salvaged happiness and security out of bitter disappointment
by rebuilding shattered dreams and reshaping aspirationse I give thamks to
God for this opportunity which was denied the many who made the supreme
sacrifice.

Tobert J. Dole
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